
MINUTES 
JAMES CITY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

REGULAR MEETING 
County Government Center Board Room 

101 Mounts Bay Road, Williamsburg, VA 23185 
February 9, 2016 

6:30PM 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

B. ROLL CALL 

John J. McGlennon, Vice Chairman, Roberts District 
Ruth M. Larson, Berkeley District 
Kevin D. Onizuk, Jamestown District 
P. Sue Sadler, Stonehouse District 
Michael J. Hipple, Chairman, Powhatan District 

Bryan J. Hill, County Administrator 
Adam R. Kinsman, Interim County Attorney 

ADOPTED 
MAR O 8 2016 

Board of Supervisors 
James City County, VA 

C. MOMENT OF SILENCE 

D. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Pledge Leader - Sannaa Atwood, a 4th-grade student at James River Elementary School 
and a resident of the Roberts District. 

E. PUBLIC COMMENT - Until 7 p.m. 

1. Mr. Herbert Schaefer, 2605 Carriage House Way, addressed the Board regarding the 
cost of the mini-box being required by Cox Communications. 

2. Ms. Jessica Hughes, 200 Sheffield Road, addressed the Board regarding the 
implementation of the mini-box required by Cox Communications and the 
implications on senior residents. 

3. Dr. Deene Weidman, 219 John Ratcliffe, addressed the Board regarding the use of the 
mini-boxes being required by Cox Communications. 

4. Mr. John Kottas, 109 Maxwell Place, addressed the Board regarding the Cox 
Communications presentation. 

5. Mr. Chris Henderson, 101 Keystone, addressed the Board regarding the Cox 
Communications presentation and the implementation of the mini-box; as well as 
addressing the proposed fourth middle school. 

6. Ms. Dianne Kienlen, 2980 River Reach, addressed the Board regarding the Cox 
Communications presentation and the implementation of the mini-box. 

7. Mr. David Jarmon, 3646 South Square, addressed the Board regarding the school 
system's budgeting and planning process which affects the County's budget and 
planning processes. 

8. Ms. Barbara Henry, 141 Devon Road, addressed the Board regarding the 
implementation of an online checkbook register. 



9. Ms. Rosanne Reddin, 4700 President's Court, addressed the Board in opposition to 
the roundabout being proposed at the intersection of News Road and Centerville 
Road; as well as the proposed fourth middle school construction. 

10. Mr. Jack Fowler, 109 Wilderness Lane, addressed the Board regarding Little Creek 
Reservoir Park. 

F. PRESENTATIONS 

1. Cox Communications Update 

Mr. Barrett Stork, Director of Government and Regulatory Affairs, Cox Communications 
Virginia, addressed the Board giving a presentation about the implementation of the mini
box. He stated that all televisions that receive the cable signal via the cable directly from 
the wall will need to add the mini-box to continue receiving the signal. Cox is currently 
upgrading the signal to an all-digital signal and will no longer be offering an analog 
signal. The shift is being implemented in three stages that will conclude in May and 
customers will need to have a mini-box installed by May to continue receiving the signal. 
He stated that the setup is designed to be as easy as possible. 

Mr. Stork addressed some of the questions raised by the citizens during Public Comment. 

Mr. McGlennon questioned if Cox is following the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) ruling that states that Medicaid recipients are to receive a free mini-box for five 
years with proof of Medicaid. 

Mr. Stork stated that yes, Cox follows all FCC rulings. 

Mr. McGlennon questioned the cost of manufacturing the box versus the monthly cost of 
the box in perpetuity. 

Mr. Stork stated that he did not know the manufacturing costs specifically. 

Mr. Onizuk clarified that it was mentioned that Cox Communications does not have an 
exclusive franchise agreement with the County. The other providers are not prevented 
from corning here, it is more of a cost prohibitive reason. He questioned if the idea is to 
free up bandwidth, then would it not make more sense to charge for bandwidth. If 
someone watches television everyday versus someone that watches maybe one or two 
evenings a week, should there not be a tiered system for bandwidth usage, if the point is 
to free up bandwidth. He voiced his frustration with Cox Communications and echoed the 
frustrations of the citizens. 

Ms. Larson stated that it really is more of a customer service issue. She stated that people 
want cable channels that they can afford, not necessarily about wanting high definition 
(HD) channels. Perhaps citizens would not be as upset about adding a mini-box if it was 
not the typical experience to have your rates hiked when it is time to renew your contract. 
She questioned the installation charges. 

Mr. Stork stated that if a resident wants a technician to come install the boxes then the 
cost is $39.95. He stated that it should not be necessary as the box is pretty much "plug 
and play." 

Ms. Sadler stated that she has heard from residents that they are getting conflicting 
information when they call in. She stated that she is also hearing that residents are not 
getting the same channels as before once they install the mini-box. 

Mr. Stork stated that some residents who are experiencing the loss of channels actually 
has to do with losing channels that they were not paying for. And while that mistake was 
on Cox, when they add the mini-box, they will notice the loss. 



General discussion ensued regarding the business model of Cox Communications and the 
rapid loss of cable subscribers throughout the country. 

Mr. Hipple questioned the increased bandwidth and what the future plan is for that 
bandwidth. 

Mr. Stork stated that freeing up the bandwidth will allow for more HD programming and 
allowing for higher internet bandwidth options. 

Mr. Hipple stated that he has heard nothing but negativity from the residents about Cox 
Communications. If we cannot change what we have gotten, then at least we can change 
the level of service. He also asked Mr. Stork to meet with the residents that are here 
tonight. He stated that they could go out to the lobby and hopefully have some of their 
questions answered. 

2. Hands Together Event 

Interim Director of Community Services, Rebecca Vinroot, introduced Ms. Natalie 
Miller-Moore who is on the advisory committee that is putting together the Hands 
Together Event this year. Ms. Miller-Moore gave some background information on the 
event and explained that the event brings together needed resources under one roof to 
offer expanded access to people who need them, but would ordinarily have difficulty 
getting to all of them on their own. She stated the event is Saturday, March 5, in the 
Quarterpath Recreation Center. 

G. CONSENT CALENDAR 

Ms. Sadler requested that Item No. 3 be pulled for discussion and separate vote. 

I. Minutes Adoption - January 4, 2016, Organizational Meeting 

A motion to Approve was made by Mr. McGlennon and the motion result was Passed. 

AYES: 5NAYS: OABSTAIN: OABSENT: 0 
Ayes: McGlennon, Larson, Onizuk, Sadler, Hipple 

2. CY 16 V-STOP GRANT-$55,834 

A motion to Approve was made by Mr. McGlennon and the motion result was Passed. 

AYES: 5 NAYS: 0 ABSTAIN: 0 ABSENT: 0 
Ayes: McGlennon, Larson, Onizuk, Sadler, Hipple 

3. Human Services Center Partial Renovation 

A motion to Approve was made by Mr. McGlennon and the motion result was Passed. 

AYES: 5 NAYS: 0 ABSTAIN: 0 ABSENT: 0 
Ayes: McGlennon, Larson, Onizuk, Sadler, Hipple 

Ms. Sadler questioned the renovations that include coming into compliance with the 
American with Disabilities Act (ADA). She asked what that entailed. 

Capital Projects Coordinator, Barry Moses, addressed the Board stating that whenever a 
renovation project reaches a certain dollar amount or certain square footage, then ADA 
upgrades are required. He stated that they are generally achieved where possible and in 
this instance, most of the upgrades are to the bathrooms and the public areas. 



H. PUBLIC HEARING(S) 

1. Case No. SUP-0007-2015. St. Olaf Catholic Church Special Use Permit 

A motion to Approve was made by Mr. Onizuk and the motion result was Passed. 

A YES: 5 NAYS: 0 ABSTAIN: 0 ABSENT: 0 
Ayes: McGlennon, Larson, Onizuk, Sadler, Hipple 

Planner III, Jose Ribeiro, addressed the Board giving an overview of the staff report 
included in the Agenda Packet. 

As there were no questions for staff, Mr. Hipple opened the Public Hearing. 

As no one was registered to speak, Mr. Hipple closed the Public Hearing. 

Mr. Hipple stated that Planning Commission Chairwoman, Robin Bledsoe, is m 
attendance as well if there are any questions. 

I. BOARD CONSIDERATION(S) 

1. Skiff es Creek Switching Station Request for a Delay by Applicant to August 9, 2016 

A motion to Approve was made by Mr. McGlennon and the motion result was Passed. 

AYES: 5 NAYS: 0 ABSTAIN: 0 ABSENT: 0 
Ayes: McGlennon, Larson, Onizuk, Sadler, Hipple 

Mr. McGlennon stated that once again Dominion is requesting a delay which brings into 
question the timeliness of the application they have insisted on. He stated that he believes 
it is important to grant the delay as the other agencies involved may provide some 
important information that may have merit for consideration. 

Mr. Onizuk stated that in hindsight it was probably premature of Dominion to bring the 
application to the Planning Commission and the Board prior to receiving the approvals of 
the other agencies. 

J. BOARD REQUESTS AND DIRECTIVES 

Ms. Larson stated that a citizen has made a request about allowing food trucks. She asked 
if the Planning Commission and Policy Committee could begin looking into this. She 
stated that she appreciates all of the community involvement in the issue with Cox 
Communications and believes that citizens should continue to stay involved in the 
process. 

Mr. McGlennon stated that along those lines it is important for citizens to remember that 
the Board is limited as to what it can make Cox Communications do. The regulations on 
them are from the federal level, so it is important to voice their concerns to those 
representatives. He also mentioned that several Board members will be traveling to 
Richmond for V ACo Government Day and while he is there will also be attending a 
meeting of the Coalition for High Growth Communities which he will take part in. He 
stated that he forwarded the agenda to the Board earlier this week. He noted that there is a 
piece of legislation that is being proposed that would significantly limit the voluntary 
proffer system. He wanted citizens to understand that if the voluntary proffer system goes 
away, then existing residential homeowners will have to bear the cost of expanded 
services for those new homes being built. 



--------------------------------------------··---------·------

Ms. Larson asked if there would be arrangements made for the Board members to meet 
with our specific legislators at V ACo Government Day and requested that information be 
passed along to the Board prior to Thursday. 

Mr. Onizuk brought up the concept of food trucks as well. He stated that York County has 
recently revised its ordinances to allow food trucks. He would be supportive of asking our 
Policy Committee and Planning Commission to look into the issue. 

Ms. Sadler thanked all of the citizens that came out tonight because of the Cox 
Communications issues. She urged citizens to continue reaching out to her and will do 
what she can to get them in touch with the right people. She asked Mr. Kinsman to look 
into the County's firearms ordinances to see how it lines up with State Code. 

K. REPORTS OF THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 

I. County Administrator's Report 

Mr. Hill thanked Police Chief Rinehimer, Fire Chief Ashe and Commonwealth Attorney 
Nathan Greene for joining him for a Public Safety Community Meeting recently held in 
Grove. He announced an upcoming CERT class beginning on March 3. He announced 
that most County offices will be closed on February 15 for President's Day. 

L. PUBLIC COMMENT 

1. Ms. Betty Walker, 101 Locust Place, addressed the Board in regard to the Federal 
Reserve Bank. 

2. Mr. Joseph Swanenburg, 3026 The Pointe Drive, addressed the Board in regard to the 
proposed fourth middle school, the strategic planning process and Cranston Mill 
Pond. 

3. Mr. Jay Everson, 103 Branscome Boulevard, addressed the Board in regard to the 
proposed fourth middle school. 

4. Mr. Michael Loy, 123 Lakewood Drive, addressed the Board in regard to the 
proposed fourth middle school. 

5. Ms. Olivia Bada, 120 Spring Branch, addressed the Board in regard to the proposed 
fourth middle school. 

Mr. Hipple requested that staff talk to the Virginia Department of Transportation about 
the amount of water running across Cranston Mill Pond. 

Mr. Hill stated that in response to the questions about restructuring the County debt, that 
his door is always open and is happy to sit down with them and go through it. 

Mr. Onizuk stated that he requested a Joint Meeting with the Schools and the City of 
Williamsburg and would like a Public Comment period available at the meeting so that 
citizens can voice their concerns. 

Mr. Hill stated that he has been in touch with the Schools and the City and all are actively 
working on a date for that joint meeting and he will pass that information along as soon as 
it is settled. 

M. CLOSED SESSION 



N. ADJOURNMENT 

1. Adjourn until 8 a.m. on February 11, 2016, for VA Co Government Day at the Capitol 

A motion to Adjourn was made by Mr. McGlennon and the motion result was Passed. 

A YES: 5 NAYS: 0 ABSTAIN: 0 ABSENT: 0 
Ayes: McGlennon, Larson, Onizuk, Sadler, Hipple 

At 8:50 p.m., Mr. Hipple adjourned the Board. 


