
J A I L  RULES 

,- 
Adopted April  7, 1941--Volume 4, page 290-2. 

Proposed s e t  of Rules and Regulations f o r  the Government of 

the  J a i l  of the  City of Williamsburg and County of Jamea City. 

"RULE 1 .  A l l  p r isoners ,  except women, being held 

pending charges of fe lon ies ,  and a l l  prisoners,  except women, 

who have been t r i e d  and convicted and sentenced t o  imprison- 

ment f o r  e i t h e r  felony o r  misdemeanor s h a l l  be kept Inside 

of the  c e l l  block a t  a l l  times unless accompanied by the  

j a i lo r .  Except, f u r the r ,  the  j a i l o r  s h a l l  have d i sc re t ion  

a s  t o  confining white and colored prisoners i n  the  same cage 

o r  c e l l  and a t  a l l  times the  j a i l o r  s h a l l  keep the  most dan- 

- - gerous and those charged with the  most ser ious  offenses con- 

fined i n  individual ,  locked c e l l s  within the  c e l l  block. 

"RULE la .  A l l  pr isoners,  except women, who have been 

convicted of fe lon ies  s h a l l  be locked i n  c e l l s  within the  

c e l l  block unless accompanied by the  j a i lo r .  

"RULE 2. A l l  doors and cages, t o  and i n  sa id  j a i l  s h a l l  

be securely locked a t  a l l  times, except when opened by the  

j a i l o r  o r  any other  duly authorized of f ice r .  

"RULE 3. No package, food, bundle, c lo thing,  l e t t e r  o r  

o ther  substance, whether of l i k e  kind o r  not  s h a l l  be delivered 

t o  any prisoner i n  sa id  j a i l  u n t i l  it i s  f i r s t  examined by 

P. .. the  keeper of sa id  J a i l .  
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"RULE 4. A l l  p r i s o n e r s  s h a l l  be c a r e f u l l y  searched 

when p u t  i n t o  s a i d  j a i l  and a l l  money and o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  

mentioned i n  Rule 5 s h a l l  be taken from s a i d  p r i sone r .  The 

j a i l o r  s h a l l  keep a l i s t  of  a l l  a r t i c l e s  and t h e  names of  

t h e  p r i s o n e r s  from whom taken.  

"RULE 5. The C i ty  Sergeant  s h a l l  be r equ i r ed  t o  keep 

a l l  p r i s o n e r s  s e c u r e l y  locked w i t h i n  t h e  c e l l  b locks  a t  a l l  

t imes except  a s  o therwise  provided he re in .  He may i n  h i s  

d i s c r e t i o n  a l low one t r u s t y  t h e  freedom of t h e  second f l o o r  

c o r r i d o r .  This allowance i s  mads i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  t r u s t y  

may communicate w i th  persons  o u t s i d e  t h e  j a i l  i n  t h e  event  

-Z of an emergenc y. 

"RULE 6. The C i t y  Sergeant  s h a l l  have complete charge 

and c o n t r o l  of  t h e  j a i l  and j a i l  p rope r ty ;  he o r  some person 

employed and/or appointed by him f o r  t h a t  purpose s h a l l  be 

a t  a l l  t imes on d u t y  w i t h i n  t h e  s a i d  j a i l  between t h e  hours  

of  8 P. M. and 6 :30  A. M. 

"RULE 7. No p r i s o n e r  s h a l l  be al lowed a t  any t ime,  

any k n i f e ,  r a z o r ,  spoon, f o r k ,  broom, p i e c e  of  wood o r  meta l  

o r  any o t h e r  subs tance  whether o f  l i k e  kind o r  n o t ,  which 

may be used i n  any manner i n  de fac ing  s a i d  j a i l  o r  used i n  

an a t t empt  t o  escape from s a i d  j a i l ;  except ,  t h a t  p r i s o n e r s  

-- may be al lowed t o  h a w  a k n i f ~ ,  f o r k  and spoon whi lc  e a t i n g  

bu t  such k n i f e ,  f o r k  and spoon s h a l l  be t akcn  from t h e  
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(RULE 5,  cont . )  

p r i s o n e r  a s  soon a s  he  o r  she h a s  f i n i s h e d  e a t i n g ,  except  

f u r t h e r  t h a t  male p r i s o n e r s  may be al lowed t o  have a  r a z o r  

f o r  t h e  purpose of shaving which s h a l l  be taken from s a i d  

p r i s o n e r  a s  soon as he s h a l l  have f i n i s h e d  shaving and i f  a  

s a f e t y  r a z o r  i s  used t h e  p r i s o n e r  ' sha l l  n o t  be allowed t o  have 

more than  one b l ade  a t  a  time. 

"RULE 8. A l l  brooms, shove l s ,  f i r e  pokers and o t h e r  

ins t ruments  whether of wood o r  of  meta l ,  a l l  f i r e  wood, o i l  

cans and o t h e r  substance ? h a l l  be a t  a l l  t imes k e p t  ou t  of 

t h e  reach of p r i s o n e r s .  

"RULE 9. A l l  s t i l l s  o r  p a r t s  of  s t i l l s  o r  c o n t a i n e r s  

o r  o t h e r  app l i ances  capable  of baing used i n  t h e  manufacture 

of a r d e n t  s p i r i t s  and a l l  a r d e n t  s p i r i t s  and o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  

t h a t  may be neces sa ry  t o  be kep t  i n  s a i d  j a i l  t o  be used a s  

evidence i n  p rosecu t ion  f o r  v i o l a t i o n s  of t h e  law s h a l l  a t  

a l l  t imes be kep t  locked s e c u r e l y  and away from t h e  p r i s o n e r s .  

"RULE 10. None b u t  women, and men charged wi th  m i s -  

demeanors s h a l l  be p u t  o r  k e p t  i n  t h e  rooms on t h e  second 

f l o o r  of  s a i d  j a i l ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  room i n  t h e  cage 

w i t h i n  t h e  c e l l  b lock ;  and,  a t  a l l  t imes t h e  most dangerous 

p r i s o n e r s  and those  charged wi th  most s e r i o u s  o f f e n s e s  s h a l l  

- be kep t  i n  t h e  c e l l s  w i th in  t h e  c e l l  b locks ,  s u b j e c t  t o  

Rules 1 and la .  
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"RULE 1 1 .  No p r i s o n e r  s h a l l  deface  o r  d e s t r o y  o r  

o therwise  damage s a i d  j a i l  o r  beds o r  bed c l o t h i n g  o r  any 

f i x t u r e  i n  s a i d  j a i l  o r  any copy of t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  posted 

i n  s a i d  j a i l .  Any p r i s o n e r  s h a l l  be r e spons ib l e  f o r  any dam- 

age done. 

"RULE 1 2 .  I f  any p r i s o n e r  v i o l a t e s  any one o r  more of 

t hese  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  he  o r  she s h a l l  be considered t o  

be g u i l t y  of misconduct and no t ime s h a l l  be deducted from 

h i s  o r  h e r  sen tence  of confinement i n  s a id  j a i l .  

INFOrniATION 

"SECTION 2860 of t h e  Code of Vi rg in ia  provides  t h a t  a 

p r i s o n e r  i n  J a i l ,  i f  he f a i t h f u l l y  observes  t h e  r u l e s  and 

r e g u l a t i o n s  of t h e  j a i l  whi le  confined t h e r e i n ,  s h a l l ,  wi th  

t h e  consent  of t h e  Judge, have deducted from h i s  o r  h e r  

pe r iod  of confinement t e n  days from each month. 

"SECTION 2858 of t h e  Code of V i rg in i a  provides  t h a t  i t  

s h a l l  be unlawful f o r  any person o t h e r  than t h e  o f f i c e r  of 

t h e  law i n  charge of t h e  premisss ,  t h e  counscl  of t h c  

p r i s o n e r ,  o r  such o t h e r  pcrson a s  may be determined by t h e  

c o u r t  i n  whose custody s a i d  p r i s o n e r  may be ,  t o  hold any 

conmunlcation, by word, s ign  o r  w r i t i n g  wi th  s a i d  p r i s o n e r  

o r  p r i s o n e r s  confined i n  a n y  j a i l  i n  t h e  Commonwealth of 

V i rg in i a  except  i n  the  p r t s ence  of t h e  S h e r i f f  o r  h i s  

depu t i e s  o r  t h e  j a i l o r  r e ~ u l n r l y  ir charge of s a i d  p r i s o n e r  
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or prisoners, and any person violating or attempting to 

violate this Section, or any sheriff, deputy, or other 

person in charge of said prisoner or prisoners knowingly 

allowing any violation of same shall be guilty of a mis- 

demeanor and upon conviction be fined not less than :::5.00 

nor morc than $50.00. 

"WHEREAS Section 2868 of the Code of Vir~inia provides 

that the Sergeant of the City of Williamsburg shall be 

jailor of the County of James City as well as of the said 

City of Williamsburg, the Sergcant of tho said City of 

Williamsburg shall be hsld responsible for any damage to 

thc jail of said City and County by any prisoner or prisoners 

therein as a result of tht ne~lect of said jailor, or any 

person whom hc may employ to kcep said jail for him, 

Regulations from 1 to 10 inclusive." 

Adopted April 7 ,  1941 --see Volume 4, pagtzs 290-2. 


