
WATER POLLUTION 

Adopted November 1 ,  1354--see Volume 5, pages 263-266. 

"An ordinance to prevent the pollution of water, to pro- 

tect health and to regulat~ the disposal of human wastes and 

excrements in the County of James City, Virginia, prescribing 

certain types and location of sanitary closets or privies, and 

size, drainage field, and location of septic tanks, and for 

controlling the construction of sewer systems and disposal 

plants, and providing a punishment for failure to comply with 

said ordinance. 

"BE I T  ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of James City 

County, Virginia, as follows: 

"Section 1. It shall be unlawful for the owner of any 

house or type of construction used as a human habitation, any 

warehouse, any public buildink or other place where human 

beings congregate or are employed in the County of James City, .- 
to rent, occu-py, or lease thc same for occupancy by any person, 

firm, or corporation to occupy the same, unless and until the 

said house, building, or structure where a human is living 

or is to live has been supplied or equipped with a sanitary 

closet or privy for the catchment or receiving of human 

discharges, as wlll comply with the requirements hereinafter 

set forth: 

"Section 2. A sanitary privy is one built, re-built, or 

constructed in such a manner that it will meet with the 



WATER POLLJTIOM (CONT.) 

(Section 2, cont.) 

following requirmcnts : 

(a) No privy shall bi built, reconstructed, or allowed to be 

used for the disposal cf human excrement which could endanger 

a source of human water supply. 

(b) The excreta disposed therein shall not be allowed to fall 

upon the surface of the ground but in some vault or receptacle 

provided. 

(c) The contents of such vault or receptacle shall not be 

accessible to flies, fowl, or animals at any time. 

(d) The seat box of said privy shall be constructed of metal, 

concrete, or sound seasoned tongue-and pooved lumber, all 

joints being made tight. 

(e) The sefit box shall be providtd with a top or cover, 

closely fit tin^. 

(f) Each ssat s!lnll bc iprovidcd with a self-closing, hinged 

lid, fastened with two k , i n , g i n ,  and so arranged as to render 

said seat box fly proof. 

( g )  Proper ventilation shall be provided by a suitable placed 

ventilator or flue, covered with 16 mesh copper wire screen. 

"Section 3. Any person, firm, or corporation shall, 

before starting any new subdivision, development, or any 

subdivision in the process of developing, shall furnish in 

triplicate, plans and specifications, of thc sewer system or 



WATER POLLUTION ( C O N T . )  

(Sec t ion  3, c o n t . )  

type  of sewerage d i s p o s a l  t o  be used i n  t h e  l o c a l i t y  of human 

h a b i t a t i o n .  These p l zns  3.nd spec i f i c s . t i ons  must be approved 

by t h e  Hcal th  O f f i c e r  o r   is l c p r o s c n t a t i v c ,  and the  County 

Hecl th  O f f i c e r  o r  t h e  S a n i t a t i o n  O f f i c e r  t h e r e o f ,  each s h a l l  

be deemed t o  be t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of s a i d  department f o r  a l l  

purposes  of t h i s  ordinance.  

"Section 4. Any one o f  t h e  fo l lowing  t y p e s  of s a n i t n r g  

p r i v i e s  mag be i n s t a l l e d :  ( a )  t h e  s t anda rd  p i t  type ;  

(b) t h e  conc re t e  s l a b  type.  

"A s a t i s f a c t o r y  f l u s h  type  of wate r  c l o s e t  may be used i f  

connected wi th  an  approved sewer system o r  an approved s e p t i c  

t ank  system, provided t h i s  meets t h e  approval  of t h e  Heal th  

Officer o r  h i s  Represcn ta t iue .  

"Sect ion 5. A 1 1  sa t l . i t .~ . rg  p r i v i e s  s h a l l  be kep t  i n  c l e a n  

c o n d i t i o n  a t  a l l  t i n e s ,  ?nd s o  used t h c t  a l l  e x c r e t a  disposed 

t h o r e i n  w i l l  f a l l  int ,o t h z  v a u l t  o r  r e c e p t n c l c  provided f o r  

t h a t  purpose. No v a u l t  o r  r e c ~ p t c c l i  s h a l l  bc permi t ted  t o  

become f i l l e d  o r  o v c r f l o w i n ~ .  Where t h c  owner of any p rope r ty  

has  provided a  p roper  p r i v y  i t  s h a l l  bs t h e  du ty  of t h e  t e n a n t  

t o  p rov ide  propcr  c a r e  and main ta in  i t  i n  a  s a n i t a r y  manner. 

This p rov i s ion  s h a l l  n o t  app ly  t o  normal f a i r  wear. 

"Sect ion 6. Every housc used a s  a  human h a b i t a t i o n ,  

evs ry  warehouse, every p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g  o r  o t h e r  p u b l i c  



WATER POLLUTION (CONT . ) 
(Section 6, cont.) 

building whero hunan beinzs con~regate or are employed, in the 

County of James City, if equipped with a satisfactory flush 

water closet, shall not be allowed to discharge on the ground 

or into streams, or body of wat~r, ditches, or creeks, but 

shall be provided by the owner with an approvod septic tank or 

connected to approved scwsr system. In tho future, cess pools 

will not be permitted in the County of James City. 

"Section 7. It shall be unlawful for anyone to install 

a septic tank in James City County without first obtaining a 

permit from a representative of the County Health Department. 

No such permit shall be i.i;sued unless an in6xpensive, detailed 

sketch in duplicat,e on forms to be prescribed by said depart- 

ment, showing the cxact iocation in feet and inches of such 

scptic tank, and its relation to the adjacont lot boundaries, 

local water supply, and existing or projected buildings. A 

rcpresentativo of tho said Departmcnt shall dtcido the capacity 

of the septic tank, and the number of feet of subsoil pipe to 

be used. The scptlc tank system shall conforn to thC following 

specifications: 

a. A minimuu size septic tank or 720 gallons 

person abovc seven that the building is capable of 

the size of the scptic tank shall be incraased by 

. For each 

acconodating, 

100 gallons. 



WATER POLLUTION (CONT.  ) 

(Sec t ion  7 ,  con t .  ) 

b. The des ign  of t h a  s c p t i c  t ank  s h a l l  bo r e c t a n g l e ,  t h e  

l e n g t h  being t w o  t o  t h r e e  t imes  t h e  width.  The l i q u i d  dep th  

s h a l l  be minimum of  4 f e e t  w i th  a  minimm of 1 f o o t  of a i r  

space. 

c .  The i n l e t  and o u t l e t  f i t t i n g s  s h a l l  bo c a s t  i r o n  t e e s .  

The o u t l e t  t e a  ex tending  18 inches  t o  24 inches  below t h e  f low 

l i n e .  

d. The s s p t i c  t ank  Inay be made of  c o n c r e t e ,  a  minimum 

of 4 inches  t h i c k ;  c o n c r e t e  b lock ,  c i n d e r  block o r  b r i ck .  

Where p r c f o b r i c a t e d  s e p t i c  t anks  a r c  usad 2 1/2 inch  t h i c k  

c o n c r e t c  s i d e  w a l l s  and bo t ton  w i l l  ba accep ted ,  provided t h e  

conc rc t e  i s  r c i n f c r c c d .  

e .  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  box s h a l l  have s u f f i c i e n t  out!.cts 

t o  p rov idc  one f o r  each s e p a r a t e  d r a i n  l i n e .  The box s h a l l  

be s e t  t o  provide equa l  f low of l i q u i d  from each o u t l e t .  

f .  A minimum of  250 f e e t  of d r a i n  t i l e  s h a l l  b i  providod 

i n  t h r e e  o r  more equa l  l i n e s .  For each person  above f i v e  t h a t  

t h c  bui ld ing  i s  capable o f  housing, 50 f s e t  o f  d r a i n  t i l e  s h a l l  

be added. Vhere w a s t e  from garbage d i s p o s a l  u n i t s ,  automat ic  

washing machines o r  o t h e r  a p p l i a n c e s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  t h e  use  of 

an extra.  amount of w a t s r ,  t h s  s i z e  of t h e  s e p t i c  t ank  and 

amount of  d r a i n  tilt s h a l l  be increased by 33 p e r  c e n t  from 

each app l i ancz .  Wncre unfavorzb le  s o i l  e x i s t s ,  t h c  number of 

f e c t  of d r n i n  t i l c  s h c l l  b t  d~ . t c rmincd  by p u c o l a t i o n  t e s t .  



WATER POLLUTION (cONT . ) 
(Sec t ion  7 ,  con t . )  

g.  The d r a i n  t i l e  l i n e  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of one f o o t  l e n g t h s  

of 4 i nch  t i l e  l a i d  i n  d i t c h e s  of a t  l e a s t  18 inches  of width.  

The dep th  of t h e  d i t c h  may be from 18 inches  t o  24 inches .  

The t l l e  s h a l l  be l a i d  on a  grade board wi th  a  g rade  of 

approximately  one inch  i n  25 f e e t  of l eng th .  

h .  A t  l c a s t  6 inches  of f i l t c r  r m t e r i a l  below t h e  t i l e  

s h a l l  be used and t h c  t i l e  covered wi th  a t  l e a s t  2 inches  of 

f i l t e r  m a t e r i a l .  

i. The f i l t e r  m a t e r i a l  may be e i t h e r  g r a v e l ,  crushed 

s tone  o r  s l a g ,  t h e  s i z e  bein(5 1/4 inch t o  3 inchcs  i n  d i a n e t e r .  

5 .  The t i l e  s h a l l  be l a i d  wi th  approximately  1/4 i nch  

space between on6 f o o t  j o i n t .  This space s h a l l  bs covered 

wi th  t a r  paper  of a t  l e a s t  60 pounds i n  weight .  

k .  1Mhers unusual  s o i l  c o n d i t i o n s  e x i s t  o r  t h e  q u a n t i t y  

of water  t o  be disposed of  maka t h e  u s e  of sub s u r f a c e  

d i s p o s a l  system i w p r a c t i c a l  o r  imposs ib le ,  a sewage d i s p o s a l  

system of s p e c i a l  des ign  w i l l  b i  used. 

"Scct ion 8. S e p t i c  t anks  s h a l l  be i n s t a l l e d  under t h e  

s u p e r v i s i c n  of a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of tho County Hea l th  Depart- 

ment. Tho s e p t i c  tnnks s h a l l  be i n spec t ed  and approved by a  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  Coxnty H ~ ~ l t h  Department be fo re  t h e y  

a r e  permi t ted  t o  be covt;re,d. 



WATER POLLUTION (CONT. ) 

"Section 9. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, 

or corporation to ne~lect, fail, or refuse to comply with the 

provisions of this ordinance. 

"Section 10. Any pcrson, firm, or corporation who 

violetes any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be 

fined the sum of not excccdlng 850.00, and each week of failure 

or refusal to comply with the provisions shall be deemed a 

separate offense and he shall be fined an additional surn of 

not exceeding ,;50.00, for each week of failurt or refusal to 

comply with the provisions of this ordinance. 

"Section 1 1 .  That a11 ordinances, or pert8 of ordinances, 

in conflict with thi- provisions of this ordinance arc hereby 

repealed. 

"Thio ordinance shall bicome effective December 6, 1954." 

Adopted November 1 ,  1954--sbc VO~U~XC '5, pages 263-266. 

SEPTIC TANK CLEANERS--so2 page 27 Of this Code. 


