
LICENSING AND V A C C I N A T I O N  OF DOGS 

Adopted August 10 ,  1964--- See Volume 6, Pages 466-468 

AN ORDINPN CE DEFINING THE LICENSING, CONTROL, AND VACCI-  

NATION OF DOGS I N  JAMES C I T Y  COUNTY, V I R G I N I A .  

WHERFAS, i n  the  judgment of the  Board of Superv isors  

of James C i t y  County, V i r g i n i a ,  i t  i s  deemed necessary t o  

adopt t h i s  ordinance i n  accordance w i t h  S e c t i o n  1s-8( 5 )  

and S e c t i o n  29-183, 29-184.4, Code of V i rg in i a .  

BE I T  ORDiiINED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF JAMES 

C I T Y  COUiTTi, V I R G I N I A ,  AS FOLLOWS, t o  w i t  : 

SECTION I. License,  Tax and Vaccinat ion:  

(1) The owner o r  c u s t o d i a n  of every dog over t he  

age of s i x  months owned, possessed o r  k e p t  i n  James C i t y  

County, w i l l  o b t a i n  a  dog l i c e n s e ,  by making o r a l  o r  

w r i t t e n  a p p l i c a t i o n  wi th  the County Treasurer .  

( 2 )  Each a p p l i c a t i o n  must be accompanied by a  c e r t i -  

f i c a t e  of vacc ina t ion  by a  du ly  l i c e n s e d  v e t e r i n n r i o n ,  

c e r t i f y i n g  t h a t  t he  dog h a s  been p rope r ly  vacc ina t ed  with 

a  vaccine approved by the  S t a t e  Hea l th  Department. Any 

dog vacc ina t ed  i n  any year ,  w i t h  a  type of vaccine 

"modified l i v e  v i r u s R ,  s h a l l  n o t  be r e q u i r e d  t o  be  

vacc ina ted  aga in  u n t i l  t h r e e  y e a r s  have e l apsed  s i n c e  

the  d a t e  of the l a s t  v a c c i n a t i o n  with t h i s  type of vaccine.  

( 3 )  The County Treasurer  w i l l  r e q u i s i t i o n  dog t a g s  

of n uniform type and s i z e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  s e x  of t h e  

dog. Dog t a g s  s h a l l  be  a b r i g h t  conspicuous co lo r ,  
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s e r i a l l y  numbered, and c o l o r  changed annual ly .  The 

Trecsu re r  w i l l  a t t empt  t o  u se  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  

c o l o r s  of dog t a g s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  consecut ive  y e a r s ,  

i f  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  c o l o r s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  before  t he  c o l o r  

of t h e  t a g  i s  repea ted .  

The Treasurer  s h a l l  keep a  r e c o r d  of 611 t ags  so ld .  A l l  

unso ld  t ags  s h a l l  be recorded  and t h e  unso ld  t ags  des t royed  

by the  T reasu re r  a t  t h e  end of t h e  dog t a x  yea r .  

(4) The annual  dog l i c e n s e  t r x  i n  James C i t y  County, 

V i r g i n i a ,  i s  hereby f i x e d  a s  follows: 

1111 dogs r e g a r d l e s s  of s e x  1 3-00  
Kennel f o r  up t o  1 0  dogs 10.00 
Kennel f o r  11 t o  20 dogs 15.00 
Kennel f o r  over  20 dogs 25.00 

The t a x  s h a l l  be payable t o  t h e  County Treasu re r  

by January f i r s t  of each year .  

( 5 )  Any person who h a s  n o t  pa id  the dog l i c e n s e  on 

any dog owned by him, o r  of which he i s  cus tod ian  by 

February 1st  of any yea r ,  s h a l l  be f i n e d  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  

f i v e  d o l l a r s  o r  more than  t e n  d o l l a r s  and be r e q u i r e d  t o  

o b t a i n  proper  l i c e n s e  f o r t h w i t h ;  u n l e s s  t h e  f i n e  and 

l i c e n s e  t a x  a r e  p a i d  immediately, the T r i a l  Court s h a l l  

o rde r  t he  dog des t royed  by t h e  Dog Viardcn. The des t ruc -  

t i o n  of such dog s h a l l  no t  r e l i e v e  i t s  owner of t h e  f i n e  

and l i c e n s e  t a x  a l r e a d y  due; a l s o  any c o s t s  i ncu r r ed  by 

i t s  d i s p o s a l  must be p a i d  by owner. 



LICENSING LSD V L C C I N A T I O N  OF DOGS CONT. 

SECTION 11. Dogs t o  Wear Tags: 

Dog l i c e n s e  t a g s  s h a l l  be s e c u r e l y  f a s t e n e d  t o  a 

s u b s t a n t i a l  c o l l a r  by t h e  owner o r  cus tod ian ,  and the  

c o l l a r  worn by the  l i c e n s e d  dog. It s h a l l  be  unlawful  

f o r  t h e  owner o r  c u s t o d i a n  t o  p e r m i t  any l i c e n s e d  dog 

t o  r u n  o r  roam a t  l n r g e  a t  any t ime wi thout  a l i c e n s e  

t ag .  Exemption t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  allowed when l i c e n s e d  

dog i s  engnged i n  lawful  hunt ing ,  f i e l d  t r i a l ,  i n  t he  

open season and accompanied by the  owner o r  custodian.  

SECTION 111. Dogs P r o h i b i t e d  from Running a t  Large: 

(1) Dogs a r e  p r o h i b i t e d  from running  a t  l a r g e  i n  

James C i t y  County, V i r g i n i a ,  i n  each ca l enda r  y e a r ,  dur- 

i n g  the  pe r iod  from A p r i l  15 t o  June 15 th .  During t h i s  

time a l l  dogs must be k e p t  on a l e a s h ,  o r  under t he  

d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  of t h e  owner o r  c u s t o d i a n  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  

t he  dog i s  no t  roaming, running o r  s e l f - h u n t i n g  o f f  t he  

p rope r ty  of i t s  owner o r  cus tod ian .  

( 2 )  Any dog observed o r  cap tu red  du r ing  th is  p e r i o d  

of confinement wi thout  p roper  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be  

d i sposed  of by whatever means necessary .  

( 3 )  Any dog i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t o  ownership o r  cus tod ian-  

sh ip :  I f  s a i d  dog can be cap tured ,  owner s h a l l  re imburse  

James C i t y  County a t  the r a t e  of $1.00 p e r  day f o r  impound- 

ment, and a f i n e  of from $5.00 t o  $25.00. Owners of dogs 
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n o t  impounded s h a l l  be  i s sued  a  warrant  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  of 

t h i s  p r o v i s i o n ,  each day t h o r e a f t e r  t h a t  t h i s  ordinance 

i s  no t  complied, wi th  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a  s e p a r a t e  o f fense .  

SECTION I V  . Enforcements and Appointment of Dog lrlarden: 

I n  accordance wi th  S e c t i o n  29-184.2, Code of V i r g i n i a ,  

the enforcement of the  dog laws f o r  James C i t y  County, 

V i r g i n i a ,  and t h e  enforcement of t h i s  ordinance i s  v e s t e d  

i n  a  dog warden and deputy dog warden, who s h a l l  be appointed 

pursuant  t o  S e c t i o n  29-184.2, Code of V i r g i n i a .  

SECTION V .  Unlicensed Dogs - S t r a y  Dogs 

(1) The dog warden and o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  appointed 

under the  p r o v i s i o n s  of S e c t i o n  29-184.2, Code of V i r g i n i a ,  

a r e  au tho r i zed  and r e q u i r e d  t o  impound any dog no t  wezring 

a  c o l l a r  w i th  a  c u r r e n t  dog l i c e n s e  t a g  s e c u r e l y  a t t nched  

t h e r e t o  a s  p r e s c r i b e d  by S e c t i o n  I1 of t h i s  ordinance.  

Dogs w i l l  be impounded i n  a  dog pound provided by the  
of 

County f o r  a  pe r iod / f ive  days, a f t e r  n o t i c e  of such 

impounding i s  pos t ed  a t  t he  Courthouse, of James C i t y  

County, i n  Williamsburg, V i r g i n i a .  Notice w i l l  s t a t e  the  

s e x  and g e n e r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t he  dog impounded. During 

t h i s  f i v e  day p e r i o d ,  the dog may be r e t u r n e d  t o  the owner 

o r  cus tod ian ,  upon proof of ownership, purchase of t a g  

and c e r t i f i c a t e  of vacc ina t ion .  A charge of one d o l l a r  

p e r  day f o r  boarding the  dog w i l l  be made by the  owner 

t o  t he  T reasu re r ,  be fo re  thc  dog c s n  be r e l e a s e d .  



18e 

( s e c t i o n  V (1) cont . )  

, Impounded dogs n o t  claimed by the  owners o r  cus tod ian  

a f t e r  f i v e  days,  the  dog warden i s  au tho r i zed  t o  d i spose  

of t h e s e  impounded dogs by g i v i n g  i t  t o  t he  pe r sona l  

pos ses s ion  of anyone who p q s  t he  c o s t s  of impounding, 

v a c c i n a t i o n  and l i c e n s e  tag.  Dogs n o t  so  disposed of 

may be des t royed  i n  n humane nanner  by the  dog warden. 

( 2) Any dog wi thout  t he  proper  means of i d e n t i -  

f i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be  considered a  s t r a y .  I t  s h a l l  be the  

duty of t he  dog warden, a f t e r  reasonable  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  

t o  cap tu re  o r  k i l l  any dog roaming a t  l a r g e  of which 

ownership cannot be determined. 

( 3 )  Any dog cap tu red  wi thout  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  may be 

de l ive red  t o  any pe r son  i n  the county who w i l l  pay l i c e n s e  

f e e  on s a i d  dog wi th  t he  unders tanding  t h e t  should the  

l e g a l  owner t h e r e a f t e r  c la im the  dog and prove h i s  owner- 

s h i p  he may recover  s a i d  dog by paying t o  t h e  person  t o  

whom i t  was d e l i v e r e d  by the  dog warden, t h e  amount of 

l i c e n s e  f e e  p a i d  by him and a  reasonable  f e e  f o r  t h e  keep 

of dog while i n  h i s  possess ion .  

SECTION VI. Dogs p r o h i b i t e d  from des t roy ing  p rope r ty ,  
k i l l i n g  fowl  and l i v e s t o c k ,  endangering l i v e s ,  
and be ing  a  nuisance:  

(1) Dogs a r e  p r o h i b i t e d  from des t roy ing  p rope r ty  of 

any k ind ,  k i l l i n g  l i v e s t o c k  and fowl ,  endangering the  l i v e s  

and caus ing  harm t o  persons ,  o r  i n  any way t o  be a  nu isance ,  

when o f f  of t h e  p rope r ty  o r  premises of the  owner o r  cus to -  

dian.  
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( 2 )  Evidence of such a c t s  by dogs a s  l i s t e d  above 

i n  t h i s  Sec t ion ,  w i l l  be s u f f i c i e n t  cause  f o r  pe r sons  

having harm o r  damage done t o  them o r  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  t o  

secure  a  warrant  a g a i n s t  owners o r  cus tod ians  of dogs 

involved and upon i n s t r u c t i o n  of t he  County Cour t ,  w i l l  

b e  s u f f i c i e n t  cnuee f o r  t h e  dog o r  dogs involved t o  be 

s e i z e d  and impounded by t h e  Dog Warden. 

( 3 )  No dog w i l l  be r e l e a s e d  from impounding u n t i l  

t h e  owner o r  cus tod ian  of t he  dog h a s  p a i d  t he  board ing  

charge ,  i n  accordance w i t h  S e c t i o n  V ,  and i n  a d d i t i o n  

p r e s e n t s  documentary proof t o  t he  Dog Warden, t h a t  s a t i s -  

f a c t o r y  s e t t l e m e n t  h a s  been made wi th  the  owner of the  

p r o p e r t y  des t royed  by the  dog; o r  with t he  person  whose 

l i f e  h a s  been  endangered o r  pe r son  harmed o r  i n j u r e d  by 

the  dog, o r  when a p p l i c a b l e ,  t h n t  p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  w i l l  be  

t aken  by the  owner o r  cus tod ian  of t he  dog t h a t  w i l l  no t  

be a nuisance.  

SECTION V I I .  Female Dogs i n  Season: 

I t  i s  p r o h i b i t e d  f o r  t h e  owner o r  c u s t o d i a n  of any 

female dog t o  pe rmi t  such dog t o  s t r a y  from h i s  premises  

while such dog i s  i n  season.  V i o l a t i o n  of t h i s  a c t  s h a l l  

be deemed unlawful and c o n s t i t u t e  a  misdemeanor. 

SECTION V I I I  . P r o h i b i t e d  t o  Abandon Dogs : 

It i s  p r o h i b i t e d  f o r  any pe r son  t o  abandon any dog i n  

James C i t y  County, V i r g i n i a .  V i o l a t i o n  of t h i s  a c t  s h a l l  



( S e c t i o n  V I I I ,  con t . )  

be punishable  by a f i n e  n o t  t o  exceed $500.00. 

SECTION I X .  Ordinances t o  Remain i n  E f f e c t :  

"Except a s  provided i n  t h i s  ordinance,  t h e  ordinance 

adopted September 8 ,  1953, concerning dogs, a s  amended b y  

the  ordinance adopted November 1, 1954, on t h e  same s u b j e c t ,  

and t h e  ordinance edopted September 5, 1959, on t h e  s m e  

s u b j e c t ,  remains i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t .  A l l  i n c o n s i s t e n t  

p r o v i s i o n s  of s a i d  ordinances  a r e ,  however, hereby repea led ."  


