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- AN OhI)IITAPI:E TO COMPEL ATTEi'DANCE OF CIIILDREB BETWEEN THE AGES 

OF SEVEN A N C  SIXTEEfT YEARS UPOU THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THIS COUNTY, 

EXCEPT UHD :R CERTAIN CIRCUMSTAITCES, AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR 

VIOLATIOF. 

Adopted June 14, 1965 - - Volume 6,  pages 533G535 

FIHEREAS, by r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  J o i n t  School Boards of 

t h e  C i t y  of Will iamsburg and James C i t y  County, d u l y  adopted by a  

m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  members of each board,  i n  j o i n t  s e s s i o n  on March 

9, 1965, recommending t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  Law, a s  conta ined  i n  A r t i c l e  

4, Chapter 22, of t h e  Code of V i r g i n i a  ( S e c t i o n  22-275.1 through 

S e c t i o n  22-275.2s) (Known a s  t hc  Compulsory Attendance Law) be 

implencnted by t h e  adopt ion  of an Ordi1nance of t h e  governing bodies  

of t h e  C i t y  of Hi l l i amsburg  and County of James Ci ty .  

NOlr ,  THZREFORE, BE I T  nRDAIIlED by t h e  Board of Super- 

v i s o r s ,  t h a t ,  

1) Every p a r e n t ,  guard ian ,  o r  o t h e r  person i n  t h e  

County of Jamcs Ui ty ,  having c o n t r o l  o r  charge of any c h i l d  o r  

c h i l d r e n ,  who have reached t h c  seventh  b i r t h d a y  and have no t  passed 

t h e  s i x t e e n t h  b i r t hday ,  s h a l l  send such c h i l d ,  o r  c h i l d r e n ,  t o  a  

p u b l i c  school ,  o r  t o  a  o r i v a t e ,  denominational  o r  p a r o c h i a l  school ,  

o r  have such c h i l d  o r  c h i l d r e n  t augh t  b:r a  t u t o r  o r  t e a c h e r  o f  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  by t h e  S t a t e  Board of Educat ion and 

aqproved by tho  d i v i s i o n  superintendent i n  a  home, and such c h i l d ,  

o r  c h i l d r e n ,  s h n l l  r e g u l a r l y  a t t e n d  such school  du r ing  t h e  pe r iod  

each  yea r  t h e  pub l i c  schools  a r c  in  s e s s i o n  and f o r  t h e  same number 

of days and hours  p e r  dny a s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  schools .  The p r o v i s i o n s  - 
of t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  app ly  t o  any c h i l d  o r  c h i l d r e n  who may bc  
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- admitted t o  t h e  primary grades  i n  t h c  pub l i c  f r e e  s choo l s  of 

V i r g i n i a  undcr t h e  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  p r o v i s i o n  of  S c c t i o n  22-218 of  

t h c  Code. 

2 )  The per iod  of compuhory a t tendance  s h a l l  commence 

a t  t h e  opening of  t ho  f i r s t  term of t'l,: school  which t h o  p u p i l  

a t t e n d s  nnd s h a l l  con t inue  u n t i l  t ho  c l o s c  o f  such school  f o r  t h e  

school  year  o r  u n t i l  t he  p u p i l  reaches  h is  o r  h e r  s i x t e e n t h  

bi r thday.  

3)  The p rov i s ions  of t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  n o t  app ly  

t o  c h i l d r e n  p h y s i c a l l y  o r  menta l ly  i n c a p a c i t a t e d  f o r  school  work, 

nor  t o  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  s u f f e r i n g  from contagious  o r  i n f e c t i o u s  

& i s e a s e s  whi le  s u f f c r i n  from such d i s e a s e s ;  nor  t o  c h i l d r e n  under 

t e n  yea r s  of  agc who l i v e  more than two mi l c s  from a  pub l i c  school ,  - 
unless p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s  provided w i t h i n  one mi lo  of t h e  

p l a c e  whcre such childron l i v e ;  nor t o  c h i l d r e n  betweon t o n  and 

s i x t e e n  yea r s  of age who l i v e  more than  two and onc-half mi l c s  from 

a  p u b l i c  school ,  u n l e s s  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s  provided within 

one and onc-half  mi l e s  of t he  p l a c e  whcre such  c h i l d r e n  l i v e ;  no r  

t o  c h i l d r e n  excused undcr Sec t ion  4 of t h i s  Ordinance. 

Compulsory educa t ion  d i s t a n c e s  s h a l l  be measured o r  determined by 

t h e  n e a r e s t  p r a c t i c a l  r o u t e s ,  which a r e  u sab le  f o r  e i t h c r  walking 

o r  r i d i n g  from t h e  en t rance  t o  t h e  school  ?rounds, o r  from t h e  

n e a r e s t  s choo l  bus s t o p ,  t o  t h e  r e s idence  of  such c h i l d r e n .  

Phys i ca l  i n c a p a c i t g  o r  d i s e a s e  s h a l l  bc c s t a b l i s h c d  by t h e  c e r t i -  

f i c a t e  of  a  r e p u t a b l e  p r a c t i c i n g  phys i c i an ,  made i n  accordance 

F 
w i t h  t he  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  adopted by t 'jc S t a t e  Board of  

Education,  and mental  i n c a p a c i t y  i s  t o  be determined b-7 such  mental  
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test or tests as may be prescribed by the State Board of Education. 

4) Notwithstanding the pr~visions of Section 1 of 

this Ordinance the school board shall on recommendation of the 

principal, the superinbi?dent of schools and the judge of the 

juvenile and domestic relations court of the county, or on recom- 

mendation of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, excuse from 

attendance at school any pupil who in thoir or his judgment cannot 

benefit from education at such school, provided no such child shall 

be so excused unless the written consent 3f his parents or guardian 

be given; and provided further that notwithstanding any other 

provisions of this Ordinanco, the school board shall excusc from 

nttcndancc at school any pupil whosc paront , guardian or othor 
- person having custody qf such pupil conscientiously objects to his 

attendanca at such school as is available, when such fact is attested 

by the worn statomont of such parent, guardian or other oersm. 

5 )  Every blind or aartially blind child and every 

doaf child between seven and sixteen years of age, shall attend 

some school for the blind, or some school for the doaf, or some 

class in the public schools wherein special methods are used and 

snecial equipment ~.nd instruction arc provided for the blind or 

deaf for nine months, or during the scholastic year, unless it 

can be shown that the child is clsewherc receiving regularly 

equivalent instruction during tho period in studies usually taught 

in the public schools to children of the same age, provided that 

tho superintendent or principnl of any school for the blind, or 

- thc public schools or the schools for the dcaf, or person or persons 
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duly authorizcd by such su~erintendents or principals may excuse 

cases of ncccssary absence among its enrolled pupils, and provided 

further, that the provisions of this section shall not apply to a 

child whosc physical or mental condition is such as to rendor its 

instruction as above described inexoedient or impracticable. 

Any blind or partially blind or deaf child who prior 

to his sixtoenth birthday has becn rsgularly onrolled in sore school 

for the blind or some school for the deaf or some class in the public 

schools wherein specizl methods are used and special equipment and 

instructions arc provided for the blind and deaf, shall be required 

to continue attendance thereat until he reaches his twentioth 

birthday or until hc has completed all courses offered by such 

- school from which such child can bcnefit, unless ir can be shown 

that such child is elsewhere receiving regularly equivalent 

instruction during the period in studies usually taught in the 

public schools. 

6) Every person having under his or her control a 

child between the ages above set forth, shall cause the child to 
school 

attend or receivo instruction ns required by this Ordinance. 

7 )  Any person violating any of the preceding sections 

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

8) Within ten days after the opening of thc school, 

each principal teacher shall rcport to the division su~eri-tondent 

tho names of the pupils enrolled in the school, giving age, grade 

and the name and addrsss of parent or ~unrdian. 
- 9) Within ten days after the opening of the school, 
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each  p r i n c i p a l  t e a c h e r  s h a l l  submit another  r c p o r t  t o  t he  d i v i s i o n  

supe r in t enden t  g ib ing  t o  t h e  b e s t  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t c a c h e r l s  in-  

fo rmat ion  t h e  names of a l l  c h i l d r e n  n o t  e n r o l l e d  i n  school ,  w i t h  

tho name and address  of  pa ren t  o r  guardian w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  

t h e  compulsory educa t ion  requirements  w i th  r ega rd  t o  age and d i s -  

t ance ,  accord ing  t o  t h e  v r o v i s i o n s  of Sec t ion  3. 

10) The d i v i s i o n  suae r in t enden t  s h a l l  check these  

l i s t s  w i t h  t h e  l a s t  s choo l  census and w i t h  r e p o r t s  from t h e  

Bureau of V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s .  From t h e s e  r e p o r t s  and from any o t h c r  

r e l i a b l e  source  t he  superintendant s h a l l  w i t h i n  f i v e  days make a  

l i s t  of t h c  names of c h i l d r e n  who a r e  no t  e n r o l l e d  i n  any school ,  

and who a r e  n o t  exempt f r o n  school  a t t endance .  It s h a l l  be t h e  

- du ty  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  supe r in t enden t ,  o r  t h e  a t tendance  o f f i c e r ,  i f  

one be employed, t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a11 cases  of nonenrollmcnt,  and, 

when no v a l i d  reason  i s  found t h e r e f o r ,  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  p a r e n t ,  

guard ian  o r  o t h e r  person having c o n t r o l  of t h e  c h i l d ,  t o  r e q u i r e  

t h e  nt tendanco o f  such c h i l d  a t  t h e  school  w i t h i n  t h r e c  days from 

t h e  d a t c  of  such no t i ce .  

11) A l i s t  o f  persons  s o  n o t i f i e d  s h a l l  bc s c n t  by t h e  

supc r in t cnden t  of s choo l s ,  o r  t h e  a t t e n d a ~ c e  o f f i c e r ,  i f  t h c r e  i s  

onc, t o  t h c  p r i n c i p a l  t e a c h e r  of  t h e  school .  I f  t h e  r a r e n t ,  

guard ian  o r  o t h c r  -qerson having c o n t r o l  ?f  t he  c h i l d  o r  c h i l d r e n  

f o i l s ,  w i t h i n  the s p c c i f i c d  t i y ? e ,  t o  conmly w i t h  t h e  law, i t  s h a l l  

be t he  du ty  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  supe r in t enden t  o r  t h e  c h i e f  a t t endance  

o f f i c e r ,  i f  t h e r e  be ono, t o  make complaint  i n  t h e  name of  t h e  
- 

County before  t he  juveni le  and domestic r e l a t i o n s  cou r t .  I n  
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a d d i t i o n  t h e r e t o ,  such c h i l d  o r  c h i l d r e n  may be procecdcd a g a i n s t  

a s  acg lec t ed  c h i l d  o r  c h i l d r c n  i n  t h e  manncr provided by T i t l e  63  

of t h e  Code. 

1 2 )  Ang person who induces,  o r  a t t empt s  t o  induce,  any 

b l i n d  c h i l d  o r  deaf c h i l d  t o  absen t  h imself  from schoo l  un lawful ly  

o r  cmploys o r  ha rbo r s  any such c h i l d  absen t  un lawful ly  from school ,  

whi le  tho  school  i s  i n  s e s s i o n ,  s h a l l  be deemed g u i l t y  of a  m i s -  

demeanor and s h a l l ,  upon c o n v i c t i o n  thc reo f  be fo re  a juveni le  and 

domestic r e l a t i o n s  c o v r t ,  bc f i n e d  a  sun  n o t  exceeding t e n  d o l l a r s  

f o r  each  offense .  

13) The p r i n c i p a l  t e a c h e r  of every pub l i c  school  

and t h e  t r u a n t  o f f i c e r ,  i f  t h e r e  be one, o f  t h e  County s h a l l ,  w i t h i n  

- t h i r t y  days f r o n  the  beginning of t h c  school  yea r ,  f u r n i s h  t h e  

d i v i s i o n  supe r in t enden t  and the  Bounty School Board w i t h  t h e  names 

of a l l  c h i l d r e n  who a r e  b l i n d  o r  p a r t i a l l - :  b l i n d  or  deaf betwecn 

t h e  ages  of sevcn and s i x t e e n  yea r s ,  i n c l u s i v e ,  l i v i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  

boundar ies  of  h i s  o r  h e r  school  d i s t r i c t  who do n o t  a t t e n d  school.  

It s h a l l  bc t he  d u t y  of t h e  school  board t o  c e r t i f y  fo r t ' lw i th  t ho  

names o f  a l l  such dcaf c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  supor in tondents  

of  t h e  S t a t e  schools  f o r  t h e  dca f ,  and of a l l  such b l i n d  o r  

p a r t i a l l y  b l i n d  c h i l d r o n  t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Commission f o r  t h o  V i sun l ly  

Handicapped, t o  t he  ~ ~ p c r i n t ~ n d ~ n t ~  o f  t h e  schools  f o r  thc t i l ind  

whose du ty  i t  s h a l l  be t o  i n v c s t i m t c  a l l  c a s e s  of nonenro l lnen t  of  

such b l i n d  c h i l d r c n ,  and when no v a l i d  reason  i s  found t h e r e f o r ,  

such c h i l d  o r  c h i l d r e n  s h a l l  be r e q u i r e d  t o  a t t e n d  school  a s  - 
provided i n  Sec t ion  5. 
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14) For t h e  p r a c t i c a l  i q t e r p r c t a t i o n  of tho  preced ing  

s e c t i o n s  of t h i s  Ordinance a  d e f i n i t i o n  of n  b l i n d  o r  p a r t i a l l y  

b l i n d  c h i l d  is  a s  fol lows:  Ablind c h i l d  i s  a  c h i l d  who has ,  w i t h  

c o r r e c t i n g  g l a s s e s ,  twenty-two hundred v i s i o n  o r  l e s s ,  i n  t h e  

b e t t e r  eye. A 7 a r t i a l l y  b l i n d  c h i l d  i s  a  c h i l d  who has  twenty- 

seventy  v i s i o n  o r  l e s s ,  i n  t h e  b e t t e r  eye,  o r  one who has some pro- 

g r c s s i v c  eye t r o u b l e  which i n  t h e  op in ion  of a competent opthnlmo- 

l o g i s t  makes i t  necessary f o r  t h e  c h i l d  t o  a t t e n d  a  s p e c i a l  school  

o r  a  s p e c i a l  c l a s s  i n  t h e  a u b l i c  schools .  

15) Every t eache r  i n  cvcry school  i n  t h e  County s h a l l  

keep an accu ra to  d a i l y  record  qf a t tendance  of a l l  c h i l d r e n  bc- 

twecn seven and s i x t e c n  years  of ago. Such record  s h a l l ,  a t  a l l  

- t imes ,  be open t o  any o f f ' i c c r  au thor ized  t o  enforce  hhe p rov i s ions  

of th i s  Ordinnncc who may i n s p e c t  o r  copy t h e  same, and s h a l l  be 

admiss ib le  i n  evidcncc i n  any p rosecu t ion  f o r  a  v i o l a t i o n  of this 

Ordinnnco, a s  prima f a c i e  evidence of t h e  f a c t s  s t a t e d  the re in .  

16)  The school  board of tho  Count-1 s h n l l  have power 

t o  apno in t ,  w i t ' l  t h e  approval  of i t s  d i v i s i o n  su:erir , tondent of  

s choo l s ,  one or  morc a t t endance  o f f i c c r s  who s h a l l  b t  p r i m a r i l y  

chargod w i t h  t h e  enforcenent  of t h e  p r e c e e d i n ~  s e c t i o n s  of t h i s  

Ordinance, and f o r  such nurnosc only.  provided t h a t ,  where no 

a t t endance  o f f i c e r  i s  apnninted by t h e  l o c a l  schoo$ board, t h e  

d i v i s i o n  s u p t r i n t e n d e n t  s h a l l  a c t  a s  a t t endance  o f f i c e r  w i t h  t h e  

same qowers confer red  on a t t c n d m c e  o f f i c e r s .  

1 7 )  Such a t tendance  o f f i c e r s  s h a l l  have t h e  powers 

- and a u t h o r i t y  of  a  s h e r i f f .  The compensation of such a t t endance  

o f f i c e r s ,  o r  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  supe r in t enden t  of schools ,  when he 
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a c t s  a s  such, s h a l l  bc f i x e d  by t h e  school  board and pa id  ou t  of 

funds  available t o  t h e  school  board f o r  p u b l i c  schools.  Every 

a t t endance  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  keep an  a c c u r a t e  r eco rd  of a l l  n o t i c e s  

se rvcd ,  of  ca ses  prosecuted and a l l  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  performed, and 

s h a l l  makc an  annual  r e p o r t  of t h e  same of t h e  board appo in t ing  

h i m .  

1 8 )  Any p a r e n t ,  guardian,  o r  o t h e r  person who makes a 

f a l s e  statement concorning t h e  agc of a  c h i l d  between t h e  agos of 

seven and s i x t c c n  yaa r s ,  f o r  t h e  purpose of ovading t h e  p rov i s ions  

of t h i s  Ordinance, s h a l l  be g u i l t y  of a  misdemeanor. 

1 9 )  Any person who induccs o r  a t t cmpt s  t o  inducc any 

c h i l d  t o  be absen t  un lawful ly  from school ,  o r  who knowingly employs 

- o r  harbors ,  whi le  school  i s  i n  s e s s i o n  any c h i l d  absen t  un lawful ly ,  

s h a l l  be g u i l t y  of 3 misdemeanor. 

20)  Any c h i l d  o r  c h i l d r e n  pe rmi t t ed  by any p a r e n t ,  

guardian,  o r  o t h e r  pcrson having c o n t r o l  t h e r e o f ,  t o  be h a b i t u a l l y  

absen t  from school ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  p rov i s ions  of t h i s  Ordinance, 

shall  be deemed a  neg lec t ed  c h i l d  t o  be disposed of i n  t h e  manner 

p r e s c r i b e d  by T i t l e  6 3  of t h e  Code. 

21) It s h a l l  be t h e  d u t y  of t h e  Commmwcalth At torney  

of Jamcs C i t y  County t o  p rosecu te  a11 cases  a r i s i n g  uudcr this  

Ordinance, and juveni le  and domestic r e l a t i o n s  c o u r t s  s h a l l  have 

e x c l u s i v e  o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  f o r  tho  t r i a l  o f  such cases.  

(22)  Whcn i t  is found upon i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

p a r e n t ,  guard ian  o r  o tho r  pcrson having c o n t r o l  of a  c h i l d  is un- 

- a b l e  t o  p rov ide  t h e  necessary  c l o t h e s  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  may 
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a t t e n d  school ,  such  p a r e n t ,  guard ian  or  o t h e r  person s h a l l  no t  be 

punished,  u n l e s s  t h e  l o c a l  board of pub l i c  w e l f a r e ,  from p u b l i c  

funds o r  o therwise ,  o r  some o t h e r  agency o r  person f u r n i e h  such 

c h i l d  w i t h  t he  necessary  c l o t h e s ,  and t h e r e a f t e r  such p a r e n t ,  

guard ian  o r  o t h e r  person  f a i l s  t o  scnd such c h i l d  o r  c h i l d r e n ,  t o  

school ,  a s  r e q u i r e d  b;r law. 

This  Ordinance s h a l l  be i n  e f f e c t  from d o t e  of i t s  

passage.  


