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AN ORDIVANCE TO COMPEL ATTENDANCE OF CHILDREN BETWEEN THE AGES
OF SEVEN Al SIXTEEN YEARS UPON THE PUBLIC 3CHOOL3 OF THIS COUNTY,
EXCEPT UMD R CERTAIN CIRCUMSTAICES, AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR
VIOLATION,
Adopted June 1llj, 1965 = - Volume 6, pages 533=535

WHEREAS, by resolution of the Joint School Boards of
the City of Williamsburg and James City County, duly adopted by a
ma jority of the members of each board, in joint session on March
9, 1965, recogmending that the State Law, as contained in Article
L, Chapter 22, of the Code of Virginia (Section 22-275,1 through
Section 22-275.25) (Enown as the Compulsory Attendance Law) be
implemented by the adoption of an Ordinance of the governing bodies
of the City of Williamgburg and County of James City.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Super-
visors, that,

1) Every parent, gusrdian, or other person in the
County of James ¥ity, having control or charge of any child or
children, who have reached the seventh birthday and have not passed
the sixtecnth birthday, shall send such child, or children, to a
public school, or to a private, denominational or parochial school,
or have such child or children taught by a tutor or teacher of
qualifications prescribed by the State Board of Education and
anproved by the divigsion superintendent in a home, and such child,
or children, shall regularly attend such school during the poriod
each year the public schools arec in session and for the same number
of days and hours per dav as in the publiec schools. Thec provisions

of this section shall apply to any child or children who may be
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ndmitted to the primary grades in the public free schools of
Virginia undcr the discretionary provision of Section 22-218 of
the Code.

2) The period of compulsory attendance shall commence
at the opening of the first term of the school which the pupil
attends and shall continue until the close of such school for the
school year or until the pupil reaches hisg or her sixtesnth
birthday.

3) The provigions of this Ordinance shall not apply
to children physically or mentally incapacitated for school work,
nor to those children sufferiung from contagious or infectious
fliscases while sufferin. from such diseases; nor to children under’
ten years of age who live more than two miles from a public school,
unless public transportation is provided within onc mileo of the
place where such children. live; nor to children betfween ten and
sixteen yoars of age who livce more than two and one~half miles from
a public school, unless public transportation is provided within
one and one-hall miles of the place where such children live; nor
to children excused under Section li of this Ordinance.

Compulsory education distances shall be measured or determined by
the nearest practical routes, which are usable for either walking
or riding from the entrance to the school prounds, or from the
nearest school bus stop, to the residence of such children,
Physical incapacity or disease shall be established by the certi-
ficate of a reputable practicing physician, made in accordance
with the rules and regulations adopted by t'.e State Board of

Education, and mental incapacity is to be determinced bv such mental
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test or tests as may be prescribed by the State Board of Education.

It} THotwithstanding the provisions of Scction 1 of
this Ordinance the school board shall on recommendation of the
principal, the superinte ndent of schools and the judge of the
juvenile and domestic relations court of the county, or on recom-
mendation of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, excuse from
attendance nt school any pupll who in their or his judgment cannot
benefit from education at such school, provided no such child shall
be go excused unless the written consent of his parents or guardian
be given; and provided further that notwithstanding any other
provisions of this Ordinance, the school boa?d shall excusc from
attendance at school any pupil whosc paront , guardian or other
person having custody »f such pupil conscientiously objects to his
attendance at such school as is availgble, when such fact is attested
by the worn statement of such parent, guardian or other nersson,

S) Every blind or nartially blind child and every
deaf child between seven and sixteen years of age, shall attend
some school for the blind, or some school for the deaf, or some
class in the public schools wherein special methods are used and
snecial equipment mnd instruction are provided for the blind or
deaf for nine months, or during the scholastic year, unless it
can be shown that the child is clsewhere receiving regularly
equivalent instruction during the neried in studics usually taught
in the public schools to children of the same age, provided that
the supcrintendent or principal of any school for the blind, or

the public schools or the scheools for the deaf, or person or persons
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duly authorized by such suverintendents or principals may excuse
cages of necogssary absence among its enrolled pupils, and provided
further, that the provisions of this section shall not apply to a
child whose physical or mental condition is such as to render its
instruction as above described inexvedient or impracticable.

Any blind or partially blind or deaf child who prior
to hils sixtcenth birthday has becn rogularly onrolled in sorme school
for the blind or soric school for the deaf or some class in the public
schools wherein specinl methods are used and spoeilal equipment and
instructions are provided for the blind and deaf, shall be required
to continue attendance thereat until he reaches his twentioth
birthday or until he has completed all courses offered by such
school from which such child can benefit, unless ir can be shown
that such child is elsewherc receiving regularly equivalent
instruction during the period in studies usually taught in the.
public schools,

6) Evcery person having under his or her control a
child between the ages above set forth, shall cause the child to

school
attend or receive instruction as required by this Ordinance,

7) Any person violating any of the preceding scctions
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

8) Within ten days after the opening of the school,
each principal teacher shall report to the division suverintendent
the names of the pupils enrolled in the school, giving age, grade
and the name and address of parent or guanrdian.

G} Within ten days after the opening of the school,
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sach principal teacher shall submit another report to the division
superintendent gibving to the best of the principal teacherls in=-
formation the names of all children not enrolled in school, with
the name and address of parent or guardian within the limits of
the cowmpulsory cducation requirements with regard to age and dis-
tance, according to the provisions of Sectiom 3.

10) The division superintendent shall check these
lists with the last school census and with reports from the
Bureau of Vital Statistics. PFrom these reports and from any other
reliable source the superintendent shall within five days make a
list of the names of children who are not enrolled in any school,
and who are not exempt from school zttendance. It shall be the
duty of the division superintendent, or the attendance officer, if
one be cmployed, to investigate all cases of nonenrollment, and,
when no valid reason is found therecfor, to notify the parent,
guardian or other person having control of the child, to require
the attendanco of such child at the school within threo davs from
the date of such notice,

11) A list of persons so notified shall be sent by the
supcrintendent of schools, or the attendance officer, if there is
ong, to the principal teacher of the school. If the wnarent,
guardian or other werson having control »f the child or children
fails, within the specified time, to comnly with the law, it shall
be the duty of the division superintendent or the chief attendance
officer, if there be ones, to make complaint in the name of the

County before the juvenlle and domestic relations court. 1In
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addition thereto, such child or children may be procecded against
as ncglected child or children in the manner provided by Title 63
of the Code,

12} Any person who induces, or attempts to induce, any
blind child or deaf child to abgent himself from school unlawfullq
or employs or harbors any such child absent unlawfully from school,
while the school is in session, shall be deemed guilty of a mis-
demeanor and shall, upon conviction thereof before a juvenile and
domestic relations court, be fined a sum not exceeding ten dollars
for each offenss,

13) The principal teacher of every public scho?l
and the truant officer, if therc be one, of the County shall, within
thirty days from the beginning of the school year, furnish the
division supcrintendent and the Gounty School Board with the names
of all children who are blind or partially blind or deaf between
the ages of seven and sixteen years, inclusive, living within the
boundaries of his or her school district who do not attend school.
It shall be the duty of the school board to certify forthwith the
names of all such dcaf children to the respective supwrintendents
of the State scheools for the deaf, and of all such blind or
partially bHlind children to the Virginia Commission for the Visually
Handicapped, to the superintendents of the schools for the Hind
whoge duty 1t shall be to investigatc all cases of nonenrollment of
guch blind children, and when no valid reason is found therefor,
such child or children shall be required to attend school as

provided in Section 5.
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1) Por the practical interprctation of the preceding
sections of this Ordinance a definition of 2 blind or partially
blind child is as follows: AHlind child is a2 child who has, with
corrocting glasses, twenty-two hundrcd vision or less, in the
better eye., A martially blind child is a child who has twenty-
seventy vision or less, in the better cye, or one who has some pro-
gressive eye trouble which in the opinion of a competent opthalmo-
logist makes it nccessary for the child to attend a special school
or a special class in the public schools.

15) Every teacher in every school in the County shall
keep an accurate daily rccord of attendance of all children be-
tween seven and sixteen vears of age. Such record shall, at all
times, be open to any officer authorized to enforce the provisions
of this Ordinance who may inspect or copy the same, and shall be
admissible in evidonce in any prosecution for a violation of this
Ordinance, as prima facle evidence of the facts stated thercin,

16) The school board of thc Countv chall have power
to aproint, withh the approval of its division surerintendent of
schools, one or more attendance officers who shall be primarily
charged with the enforcement of the preceeding sections of this
Ordinance, and for such purnose only, provided that, wherg no
attendance officer is apnointed by the local sg¢hool board, the
division superintendent shall act as attendance officer with the
game nowers conferred on attcndance officers.

17) Such atitendance officers shall have the powers
and authority of a sheriff., The compensation of such attecndance

officcers, or of the division superintendent of schools, when he
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acts as such, shall be fixed by the school board and paid out of
funds available to the school board for public schools, Every
attendance officer shall keep an accurate record of all notices
served, of cases prosecuted and all other scrvices pocrformed, and
shall makc an annual rcport of the same of the board appointing
him,

18} Any parent, guardian, or other person who makes &
false statenent concorning the age of a child between the ages of
seven and sixteen ysars, for the purpose of evading the provisions
of this Ordinancec, shall be gullty of a misdemeanor,

19} Any person who induces or attempts to induce any
child to be absent unlawfully from school, or who knowingly employs
or harbors, while school is in session any child absent unlawfully,
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, )

20) Any child or children permitted by any parent,
guardian, or other person having control thereof, to be habitually
abgent from school, contrary te the provisions of this Ordinance,
shall be deemed a neglected child to be disposed of in the manner
prescribed by Title &3 of the Code,

21) It shall be the duty of the Commonwealth Attorney
of James City County to prosecute all cases arising under this
Ordinance, and juvenile and domestic relations courts shall have
exclusive original jurisdiction for the trial of such cases.

(22) Vhen it is found upon investigation that the
parent, guardian or othor person having control of a child is un~

able to provide the necessary clothes in order that the child may
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attend school, such parent, guardian or other person shall not be
punished, unless the local board of public welfare, from public
funds or otherwise, or some other agency or person furnigh such
child with thc nccessary clothes, and thereafter such parent,
guardian or other person fails to se¢nd such child or children, to
school, as required by law,

This Ordinance shall be in effect from date of its

passage.



