
- ELECTRICAL CODE ORDINANCE 

BE I T  ORDA lNED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF JAMES C I T Y  COUNTY, 

. V I R G I N I A ,  AS  FOLLOWS, to-wit :  

SECTION 1. ADOPTION 

There i s  hereby adopted by reference, f o r  the  purpose o f  

es tab l i sh ing  ru l es  and regu la t ions  governing the ins ta l la t ion  and 

use of e l e c t r i c a l  w i r i n g  and apparatus, t ha t  c e r t a i n  e l e c t r i c a l  

code known as t he  Nat ional E l e c t r i c a l  Code, Standard o f  the Nat ional 

Board o f  F i r e  Underwriters f o r  E l e c t r i c  Wir ing and Apparatus, being 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  the 1968 E d i t i o n  thereof  and the  whole thereof, save 

and except such por t ions  as are  here ina f te r  deleted, modif ied o r  

amended, and such e l e c t r i c a l  code i s  hereby adopted and incorporated 

as f u l l y  as i f  set  out  a t leng th  herein, and from the date on which 

- t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  take e f f ec t ,  t he  prov is ions thereof  sha l l  be 

c o n t r o l l i n g  i n  the  i n s t a l l a t i o n  and use of e l e c t r i c a l  w i r i n g  and 

apparatus w i t h i n  the  l i m i t s  o f  the County. Copies o f  such code 

and the  amendments there to  m y  be obtained a t  t he  o f f i c e  o f  the 

Executive Secretary o f  James C i t y  County, V i rg in ia ,  dur ing normal 

business hours o f  the County. 

SECTION 2. OEF IN I T I  ON OF "ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR". 

As used i n  t h i s  ordinance, the words " e l e c t r i c a l  cont rac tor f1  

sha l l  be taken t o  mean any person engaged i n  t he  business o f  i n -  

s t a l l i n g  e l e c t r i c a l  w i r i ng  o r  e l e c t r i c a l  apparatus f o r  heat, l i g h t  

o r  power i n  James C i t y  County, V i rg in ia .  

SECTION 3. CERTIFICATION REQUIRED. 

No person sha l l  engage i n  the  business o f  i n s t a l l i n g ,  r epa i r i ng  - 
or a l t e r i n g  e l e c t r i c a l  w i r i ng  o r  apparatus unless the e l e c t r i c a l  

work performed i n  the course o f  such business i s  under the d i r e c t  



supervision o f  a c e r t i f i e d  e l e c t r i c a l  contractor. No. c e r t i f i c a t e  - 
t o  engage i n  o r  operate a business as e l e c t r i c a l  contractor i n  the 

County sha l l  be issued u n t i l  the appl icant  therefor  has f i l e d  w i th  

the Executive Secretary o f  James C i t y  County, V i rg in ia  h i s  bond i n  

the amount o f  $1,000.00 payable t o  the County, f o r  the use and 

benef i t  o f  the County o r  any person who shal l  suf fer  any damage on 

account o f  any v ida t ion  o f  t h i s  ordinance, The form o f  such bond 

sha l l  be approved by the Executive Secretary, Such bond shal l  be 

maintafned so long as such person engages i n  the business o f  an 

e l e c t r i c a l  contractor i n  the County. 

SECTION 4. CREATION OF OFFICE OF ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR. 

The o f f i c e  o f  e l e c t r i c a l  inspector i s  hereby created and the 

executive o f f i c i a l  i n  charge shal l  be know as the e l e c t r i c a l  

- inspector. He shal l  be appointed by the Board o f  Supervisors, and 

h i s  appointment sha l l  continue during good behavior and sa t i s fac to ry  

service. 

SECTION 5. DUTIES OF THE ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR. 

I t  shal l  be the duty o f  the e l e c t r i c a l  inspector t o  administer 

and enforce a l l  o f  the prov is iorsof  t h i s  ordinance. The e l e c t r i c a l  

inspector o r  h i s  authorized agent, i n  the discharge o f  o f f i c i a l  

dut ies  and upon proper i den t i f f ca t i on ,  sha l l  have au thor i t y  t o  

enter any premises a t  any reasonable time. 

SECTION 6. PERMIT FOR ELECTRICAL WORK ON WIRING. 

No bu i ld ing  shal l  be wired for e l e c t r i c  l i g h t ,  heat or  power 

nor sha l l  any repairs, changes or  addi t ions i n  or  t o  w i r ing  already 

i n s t a l l e d  be made or other e l e c t r i c a l  work done u n t i l  a permit i s  - 
obtained from the e l e c t r i c a l  inspector t o  do such work. Appl icat ion 

for such 3 permit sha l l  be made on su i tab le  forms provided by the 
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e l e c t r i c a l  inspector, who may require plans and spec - 
showing the proposed work i n  de ta i l .  Whenever the e 

inspector shal l  issue any permit he shal l ,  a t  the same time, j s s ~  

a sign which shal l  be displayed on the outside o f  the b1.1ildirg or 

on the premises where such work i s  authorized t o  be performed, 

A permit required under t h i s  sect ion may be issced t o  anv 

person t o  do any work regulated by t h i s  ordinance i n  any strr~ctui-e; 

provided, tha t  the person i s  the bona f i d e  owner o f  such struc;:'.!rc. 

and that  the owner shal l  personally purchase a l l  material  and 

perform a l l  labor i n  connection therewith. 

SECTION 7. CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTION. 

Upon the completion o f  the w i r ing  o f  any bu i ld ing  f o r  l <gh t ,  

heat or power or the completion o f  any e l e c t r i c a l  work, i t  shal l  

- be the duty o f  the person doing the same t o  n o t i f y  the e lec t r i ca  

inspector, who shal l  f o r t h  w i th  inspect the work, bu i ld ing and 

appliances and i f  he approves such work, he shal l  issue a certFf  

o f  inspection. No company supplying current f o r  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t ,  

heat or power shal l  connect i t s  wires w i th  any bu i ld ing  with;ii ti:? 

County u n t i l  the f i n a l  inspection o f  i n s t a l l a t i o n  shal l  have bzei-: 

made by the e l ec t r i ca l  inspector and a c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  i n s p ~ c t i o n  

obtained. 

SECT 

Sect 

shal 

ON 8. INSPECTION FEES 

For each c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  inspection issued, as provided i n  

on 6 o f  t h i s  ordinance, the person by whom the work was d m e  

pay t o  the County Treasurer the fees provided f o r  i n  t h i s  

sect ion and the c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  inspection shal l  be withheld u n t i l  - 
such fees shal l  have been paid. A l l  fees f o r  inspection sha l l  be 

charged i n  accordance w i th  the fo l lowing schedule: 

- 3 - 



Any permi t  r equ i r i ng  inspect ion  - minimum 

21 - 40----------------------- 2.50 
41 - 75------------------------ 
76 - 150----------------------- 

3.50 
4.50 

151 - 300----------------------- 7-50 
301 - 500------ -------- 15-00 
Over 500 $15.00 p lus  .10 each add i t i ona l  over 500 

Other E l e c t r i c a l  Apparatus 

For the  inspect ion  o f  e l e c t r i c a l  apparatus no t  inc luded above, 
charges sha l l  be made according t o  the amperes ra ted  t o  operate 
apparatus or ,  i n  the  case o f  generators, according t o  the number 
o f  amperes i n  ra ted  output  as fo l lows:  

E l e c t r i c a l  Apparatus 



When several pieces o f  apparatus a re  under t he  same roo f  and - 
connected t o  the  same serv ice  wires, the  aggregate r a t i n g s  o f  a l l  

s h a l l  be the basis  f o r  charges. 

When more than one inspect ion  t r i p  i s  necessary, due 

f a i l u r e  o f  t he  person doing the work t o  i n s t a l l  such work 

an add i t i ona l  fee  o f  $2.00 f o r  each add i t i ona l  t r i p  shal 

charged. 

SECTION 9. ELECTRICIANSt EXAMINING BOARD. 

: t o  the 

proper 1 y, 

1 be 

There i s  hereby es tab l ished an e l e c t r i c i a n s 1  examining board 

t o  be composed o f  f i v e  members as fo l lows:  

(a)  The e l e c t r i c a l  inspector.  

( b )  A representa t ive  o f  t he  V i r g i n i a  E l e c t r i c  
and Power Company 

( c )  An e l e c t r i c a l  contractor .  

(d )  A journeyman e l e c t r i c i a n .  

( e l  A representa t ive  o f  the pub l ic .  

Both t he  e l e c t r i c a l  contactor  and the journeyman e l e c t r i c i a n  

s h a l l  have had f i v e  years1 experience i n  t h e i r  f i e l d .  The members 

o f  the  e l e c t r i c i a n s 1  examining board, except f o r  the 

inspector, s h a l l  be appointed by t he  Board o f  Superv 

a term o f  one year. 

The e l e c t r i c i a n s 1  examining board s h a l l  e l e c t  a 

e l e c t r i c a l  

sors, each for 

cha i rman 

from the membership of the  board. The e l e c t r i c a l  inspector  sha l l  

a c t  as secretary o f  the  board and s h a l l  keep an o f f i c i a l  record of 

a l l  i t s  t ransact ions. 

SECTION 10. CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCE. 

- No person, f i r m  or corpora t ion  s h a l l  engage i n  business as an 

e l e c t r i c a l  cont rac tor  i n  the  County unless such person o r  some 



member of such firm or corpw-ation or a bona fide ernploy3e f ~ r  - 
such person, firm or corporation shall have received a certificate 

of competence as an electrical contractor as required in this 

section. 

Plo person shall work as a journeyman electrician :n the 

County unless he shall have received a certifi'cate of cci-ipctecce 

as a journeyman electrician as required in this section. 

Any person desiring to take an exznjnation from the elec'cr 

examining board for a certificate of competence as an electrica 

contractor or as a jo1.trneyma.1 electrician shall file a written 

application with the board for such examination. The fee for 

examination for an electrical contractor's and journeyman elec- 

tricians! certificate of competence shall be twen;y-five dollars 

- ($25.00) and ten dollars ($10.00), respectively. (.\mended by the 

Board of Superviscrs, March 8, 1971,) Payment of such fees shall 

accompany the application. 

The electricians1 examining board shall establi'sli standards 

and procedures for the qualifications, exmination and cer~tiPicatioo 

of electrical contractors and journeyman electricians and shall 

issue an appropriate certificate of compeixnce to each person whc 

meets the qualifications thereof and successfully passes the 

examination given by the board. 

The examination by the electricians1 examining board of any 

person desiring to work as an electrical contractor or journeyman 

electrician within the County shall test the knowledge 0-7 rha person 

being examined as to both the theory and the practice of e!cctr.ical 
- 

installation and shall be based on the electrical code adopted by 

Section 1 of this ordinance. - 6 - 



A l l  c e r t i f i c a t e s  of competence issued by the e lect r ic ians1 

- examining board shal l  expire on December 31 o f  the year i n  which 

issued, but may be renewed upon payment o f  a renewal fee in t k  

amount o f  ten do l l a rs  ($10.00) f o r  masters and f i v e  do l la rs  ($5,C3) 

f o r  journeymen. (,Amended by the Board o f  Supervisors, March 8 ,  

1971 .) 

The e lec t r i c ians '  examining board may revoke any c e r t i f i c a t e  

o f  competence issued under t h i s  section i f  obtained through 

nondisclosure, misstatement or misrepresentation o f  a material  fact ,  

o r  i f  a penalty has been imposed on the holder under t h i s  ordinance,, 

Before a c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  competence may be revoked, the holder shal l  

have not ice i n  wr i t ing,  enumerating the charges against him m d  be 

e n t i t l e d  t o  a hearing by the board not sooner than f i v e  days Fro-: 

- receipt  o f  the notice. The c e r t i f i c a t e  holder shal l  be given an 

opportunity t o  present testimony, o ra l  or wr i t ten,  and sha:i have 

the r i g h t  o f  cross-examination. A l l  testimony shal l  be given ul-.!-kr 

oath. The e lec t r i c ians t  examining board shal l  have pwe r  t o  

administer oaths, issue subpoenas and compel the attendance o f  

witnesses. The decision o f  the board shal l  be based cn the 

evidence produced a t  the hearing and made par t  o f  the record thereof, 

A person whose c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  competence has been revoked shal l  

not be permitted t o  apply f o r  another w i th in  one year from the date 

o f  revocation. 

Every person holding a c e r t i f i c a t e  of competence under t h i s  

sect ion shal l  n o t i f y  the e lec t r i c ians f  examining board o f  the 

address o f  h i s  place o f  business and the name under which such 

- business i s  carr ied on and sha l l  g ive immediate not ice t o  the 

board o f  any change i n  e i ther .  
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- SECTION 11. SAVING CLAUSE. 

Nothing i n  t h i s  ordinance o r  i n  the e lec t r ica l  code hereby 

adopted shall  be construed t o  a f fec t  any s u i t  or proceeding now 

pending i n  any court, or any r ights  acquired, or l i a b i l i t y  incurred, 

nor any cause or causes o f  action accrued or existing, under any 

act or ordinance rewaled hereby. Nor shall  any r i gh t  or lemedy o f  

any character be lost, impaired or effected by t h i s  ordinance. 

SECTION 12. VALIDITY. 

The i nva l i d i t y  o f  any section or provision o f  t h i s  ordinance 

or o f  the e lec t r ica l  code hereby adopted shal l  not inval idate other 

sections or provisions thereof. 

SECTION 13. INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES REPEALED. 

Ordinances or parts thereof i n  force a t  the time that th is  
- 

Ordinance shall  take e f fec t  and inconsistent herewith, are hereby 

repea 1 ed. 

SECTION 14. PENALTIES 

Anyone who shall  v#ate any provision o f  t h i s  ordinance or 

f a i l s  t o  canply therewith or with any o f  the requirements thereof 

shal l  be punished by a f i ne  o f  not less than $10.00 nor more than 

$100.00, or by imprisonment not exceeding 30 days, or by both such 

f i n e  and imprisonment. 

SECTION 15. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This ordinance shall  take e f fec t  on and a f te r  February 


