
GAS CODE ORDINANCE 

BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF JAMES C I T Y  COUNTY, 

V I R G I N I A  , AS FOLLOWS, to-wi  t : 

SECTION 1. ADOPTION 

There i s  hereby adopted by reference, f o r  the purpose of 

establ ishing ru les and regulat ions f o r  the ins ta l la t ion ,  a l terat ion,  

and maintenance o f  a l l  p ip ing extending from the po in t  o f  de l ivery  

o f  gas fo r  use as fue l  and&sign t o  convey o r  carry the same t o  

gas appliances, regulat ing the i n s t a l l a t i o n  and maintenance o f  

appliances designed t o  u t i l i z e  such gas as a fuel,  including permit 

and penalties, tha t  cer ta in  gas code, known as the Southern Standard 

Gas Code, recomnended by the Southern Standard Bui lding Code 

Congress, being pa r t i cu l a r l y  the 1969 Edi t ion thereof, and the whole - 
thereof, save and except such port ions as are hereinafter deleted, 

modified o r  amended, and such gas code i s  hereby adopted and 

incorporated as f u l l y  as i f  set out a t  length herein and, from the 

date on which t h i s  ordinance shal l  take ef fect ,  the provisions 

thereof shal l  be con t ro l l i ng  i n  the ins ta l l a t i on ,  a l t e ra t i on  and 

maintenance o f  gas p ip ing and appliances w i th in  the l i m i t s  o f  the 

County. Copies o f  such code and the amendments thereto may be 

obtained a t  the o f f i c e  o f  the Executive Secretary o f  James C i t y  

County, Virginia, during normal business hours o f  the County. 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENTS 

SECTION 209. Shall be amended by adding sub-section 209.3 as 
follows: 

a. An outside s h u t d f f  valve shal l  be i ns ta l l ed  on every new 
- 

gas service pipe, regardless o f  size, tha t  supplies any bu i ld ing  i n  

James C l t y  County, Virgin ia.  

b. The shut-of f  valve shal l  be located a t  the f r on t  property 

l i n e  o f  the bu i ld ing  being supplied w i th  natural gas, under ce r ta in  



- circumstances there can be a deviat ion from t h i s  locat ion but only 

upon the approval o f  the administrat ing author i t ies.  The valve 

sha l l  be housed i n  an approved standard valve box, the top o f  which 

sha l l  be f l ush  w i th  the established grade level  or sidewalk. The 

valve box or  housing cover shal l  be a standard approved type, 

conspicuously and c l ea r l y  marked (GAS). 

c. Any person, corporation or  co-partnership supplying gas 

t o  a system o f  gas p ip ing i n  t h i s  County sha l l  maintain the shut- 

o f f  valves f o r  each service as required i n  t h i s  section o f  the 

Bui ld ing Code i n  such manner tha t  each shut-off  valve box shal l  be 

kept c lear  o f  a l l  d i r t  and debris so tha t  the shut-of f  valves 

w i l l  be accessible a t  a l l  times. 

- d. Any person, corporation or  co-partnership supplying gas 

t o  a system o f  gas p ip ing i n  t h i s  County shal l  have a competent 

employee avai lab le a t  a l l  times, subject t o  c a l l  by the f i r e  or  

po l i ce  departments o f  the County o f  James City, and such employee 

sha l l  proceed promptly t o  cut  o f f  any valve whenever requested by 

the authorized representative o f  e i ther  o f  said departments. 

e. Members o f  the f i r e  o r  po l i ce  departments shal l  have the 

r i g h t  and p r i v i l ege  t o  cut  o f f  any valve i n  case o f  any f i r e s  o r  

emergency. Elo person, except an authorized employee o f  the person, 

corporat ion or  co-partnership supplying the gas shal l  turn on such 

shut-off valves. 

f. I t  shal l  be unlawful f o r  any person t o  tamper with, damage, 

relocate, obstruct, o r  destroy any gas shut-off  valve or  valve box 

- located i n  t h i s  County, except authorized employees o f  the party 

supplying the gas. 
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- SECTION 3. USE OF E X I S T I N G  P I P I N G  AND APPLIANCES 

Notwithstanding any provision i n  t h i s  ordinance t o  the contrary, 

consumer's piping ins ta l led  p r io r  t o  the adoption o f  t h i s  ordinance 

o r  piping ins ta l led  t o  supply other than natural gas may be con- 

verted t o  natural gas, i f  the Inspector finds, upon inspection and 

proper tests, that such piping w i l l  render reasonably satisfactory 

gas service t o  the consuner and w i l l  not i n  any way endanger l i f e  

o r  property; otherwise, such piping shall  be al tered or replaced, 

i n  whole or i n  part, t o  conform with the requirements o f  t h i s  

ordinance. 

SECTIOrJ 4. BOND AND LICENSE 

(a) No person shall  engage i n  or work a t  the insta l la t ion,  

extension, al terat ion, o f  consumerls gas piping or certain gas 
- 

appliances, u n t i l  such person shall have secured a license as 

hereinafter provided, and shall have executed and delivered t o  the 

County o f  James City a good and su f f i c ien t  bond i n  the penal sum 

o f  $1,000.00, with corporate surety, conditioned for  the f a i t h f u l  

performance o f  a l l  such work, entered upon or contracted for, i n  

s t r i c t  accordance and compliance with the provisions o f  t h i s  

ordinance. The bond herein required shall  expire on the f i r s t  day 

o f  January next following i t s  approval by the Executive Secretary, 

and thereafter on the f i r s t  day o f  January o f  each year a new bond, 

i n  form and substance as herein required, shall  be given by such 

person t o  cover a l l  such work as shall be done during such year. 

(b )  GAS P I P I N G  AND b~ GAS APPLIANCE CONTRACTORIE>:AMIM I NG 
BOARD 

- 
1. The authorized and established plumbers1 examining 

board shall  also be the gas piping and/or gas appliance contractors1 

examining board. - 3 - 



(c) TERM AND RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATES OF COMPETENCE BE 
SECURED IN EITHER OF THE FOLLOWING METHODS. 

1. Same as Section 109.3 of the Plumbers Code. 

2. All certificates of competence properly issued by 

persons firms or corporation authorized to issue such certificates 

as provided for in this code, shall expire on the thirty-first 

day of December of the year in which issued but may be renewed 

upon payment of a renewal fee in the amount of two dollars. All 

such certificates shall be filed with the Plumber~s Examining Board 

and renewal for such certificates will be granted by the Plumber's 

Examining Board in accordance with this Code. 

3. Nothing herein contained shall be construed as 

prohibiting an individ~al fran installing or repairing his own' 

- appliances or installing, extending, replacing, altering, or 

repairing consumer~s piping on his own premises, or as requiring 

a license or a bond from an individual doing such work on his own 

premises; provided, however, all such work must be done in conformity 

with all other provisions of this ordinance, including those relating 

to permits, inspection, and fees. 

SECTION 5. GAS INSPECTOR AND ASSISTANTS 

To provide for the administration and enforcement of this 

ordinance, the office of Gas Inspector is hereby created. The 

Inspector, and such assistants as may be necessary in the proper 

performance of the duties of the office shall be appointed by the 

Board of Supervisors of the County of James City, and the compen- 

sation for such office shall be determined at the time of appointment. 



- SECTION 6. POWERS AND DUTIES OF INSPECTOR 

(a) The lnspector i s  authorized and directed t o  enforce a1 1 

o f  the provisions o f  t h i s  ordinance, and the lnspector, upon 

presentation o f  proper credentials, may enter any building or 

premises a t  reasonable times for  the purpose o f  making inspections 

or preventing violat ions o f  t h i s  ordinance. 

( b )  The lnspector i s  authorized t o  disconnect any gas piping 

or f i x tu re  or appliance for  which a ce r t i f i ca te  o f  approval i s  

required but has not been issued with respect t o  same, or which, 

upon inspection, shall  be found defective or i n  such condition 

as t o  endanger l i f e  or property. In a l l  cases where such a 

disconnection i s  made, a notice shall be attached t o  the piping, 

f ixture, or appliance disconnected by the lnspector, which notice 
- 

shall  state that the same has been disconnected by the lnspector, 

together with the reason or reasons therefor, and i t  shall  be 

unlawful for  any persons t o  remove said notice or reconnect said 

gas piping or f i x t u r e  or appliance without authorization by the 

lnspector and such gas piping or f i x tu re  or appliance shall  not be 

put i n  service or used u n t i l  the lnspector has attached h is  

ce r t i f i ca te  o f  approval i n  l i e u  o f  h i s  pr ior  disconnection notice. 

(c) It shall  be the duty o f  the lnspector t o  confer from t i m e  

t o  t i m e  with representatives o f  the local Health Department, the 

local F i re  Department, and the Gas Company, and otherwise obtain 

from proper sources a l l  helpful information and advice, presenting 

same t o  the appropriate o f f i c i a l s  from t i m e  t o  t i m e  for the i r  

- consideration. 

SECTION 7. PERMITS 

(a) No person shall i n s t a l l  a gas conversion burner, f loor  



- furnace, cent ra l  heating plant, vented wall  furnace, water heater, 

bof ler,  consumerls gas piping, or  convert ex i s t i ng  p ip ing t o  u t i l i z e  

natural  gas without f i r s t  obtaining a permit t o  do such work from 

the Gas Inspector; however, permits w i l l  not be required f o r  

se t t i ng  or  connecting other gas appliances, or  f o r  the repair  o f  

leaks i n  house piping. 

(b) When only temporary use o f  gas i s  desired, the Inspector 

may issue a permit f o r  such use, fo r  a period o f  not t o  exceed 

s i x t y  (60) days, provided the consumer~s gas p ip ing t o  be used i s  

given a t e s t  equal t o  tha t  required fo r  a F ina l  Piping Inspection. 

( c )  Gas Company shal l  not be required t o  obtain permits t o  

set meters, or  t o  extend, relocate, remove, or  repair  i t s  service 

l ines, mains, o r  other fac i l i t ies ,  or  f o r  work having t o  do w i th  

i t s  own gas system. 

SECTION 8. INSPECTION 

(a) ROUGH P IP ING INSPECTION shal l  be made a f t e r  a1 1 new 

p ip ing authorized by the permit has been insta l led,  and before any 

such p ip ing has been covered or  concealed or  any f i x t u res  o r  gas 

appllcances have been attached thereto. 

(b) FINAL P I P I N G  INSPECTION shal l  be made a f t e r  a l l  p ip ing 

authorized by the permit has been i ns ta l l ed  and a f t e r  a l l  port ions 

thereof which are t o  be concealed by p laster ing or otherwise have 

been so concealed, and before any f i x tu res  o r  gas appliances have 

been attached thereto. This inspection shal l  fnclude a pressure 

test ,  a t  which time the piping shal l  stand an a i r  pressure equal 

- to  not less than the pressure o f  a column o f  mercury s i x  (6) inches 

i n  height, and the p lp ing shal l  hold t h i s  a i r  pressure fo r  a 

per iod o f  a t  least  ten (10) minutes without any perceptible drop. 
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- A mercury column gauge shal l  be used f o r  the test .  A l l  tools, 

apparatus, labor, and assistance necessary f o r  the tests  shal l  be 

furnished by the i n s t a l l e r  of such piping. 

SECTION 9. CERTIFICATES 

The lnspector shal l  issue a c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  approval a t  the 

completion o f  the work f o r  which a permit f o r  consumer pip ing has 

been issued, i f  a f t e r  inspection i t  i s  found tha t  such work complfes 

w i t h  the provisions o f  t h i s  ordinance. A dupl icate o f  each 

c e r t i f i c a t e  issued covering c o n s m r ~ s  gas p ip ing shal l  be del ivered 

t o  the Gas Company and used as I t s  author f ty  t o  render gas service. 

SECTION 10. FEES 

(a) The t o t a l  fees fo r  inspection o f  consumer I s  gas p ip ing a t  

one locat ion ( including both rough and f f n a l  p ip ing inspection) 

sha l l  be $2.00 f o r  one t o  four outlets, inclusive, and $1.00 f o r  

each o u t l e t  above f ive.  

(b) The fees f o r  inspecting conversion burners, f l oo r  furnaces, 

bo i l e rs  o r  central  heating plants shal l  be $2.00 fo r  each uni t .  

( c )  The fees f o r  inspecting vented wall  furnaces and water 

heaters shal l  be $2.00 f o r  each uni t .  

( d l  If the lnspector i s  ca l l ed  back, a f t e r  correct ion o f  

defects noted, an addi t ional  fee o f  $2.00 shal l  be made f o r  each 

such return inspection. 

( e l  Any and a l l  fees shal l  be paid by the person t o  whom the 

permit i s  issued. 

SECTION I I. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 

- Any person tha t  shal l  f a i l  t o  comply w i th  or  v i o l a t e  any o f  the 

provisions o f  t h i s  ordinance shal l  be g u i l t y  o f  a misdemeanor, and 

upon convict ion thereof shal l  be f ined not less than $10,00 nor 



- more than $500.00, o r  the l icense of such person may be revoked, 

o r  both f i n e  and revocation o f  l icense may be imposed. 

SECTION 12. NON-LIABILITY 

This ordinance shal l  not be construed as imposing upon the 

County o f  James C i t y  any l i a b i l i t y  or  respons ib i l i t y  f o r  damages to 

any person i n ju red  by any defect i n  any gas p!ping o r  appliance 

mentioned herein, o r  by i n s t a l l a t i o n  thereof, nor sha l l  the County 

o r  any o f f i c i a l  o r  employee thereof, be held as assuming any such 

l i a b i l i t y  o r  respons ib i l i t y  by reason o f  the inspect ion authorized 

hereunder o r  the c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  approval issued by the lnspector. 

SECT 

t h i s  - 
i nva 

ON 13. VALIDITY 

I f  any section, sub-section, sentence, clause or  phrase o f  

ordinance is, f o r  any reasons held t o  be unconst i tut ional  (or 

i d )  such (holding) sha l l  not  a f f e c t  the v a l i d i t y  o f  the 

remaining po r t i on  o f  t h i s  ordinance. The Board o f  Supervisors o f  

the County o f  James C i t y  hereby declare(s) that  i t  would have 

passed t h i s  ordinance and each section, s~b-sect ion, sentence, 

clause or  phrase thereof, i r respect ive o f  the f a c t  tha t  any one or  

more sectbns, sub-secttons, sentences, clauces, o r  phrases be 

declared unconst i tut ional  o r  inva l id .  

SECTION 14. D E F I N I T I O N S  

The fo l lowing de f in i t ions ,  are provided f o r  the purpose o f  

interpretatfon and administration o f  t h i s  ordinance: 

(a) lllnspectoru means the person appointed as lnspector, and 

sha l l  include each Assistant lnspector ( i f  any), from time t o  t ime 

- ac t lng  as such under t h i s  ordinance by appointment o f  the Board o f  

Supervisors o f  the County o f  James City. 

(b)  ltPersonn means any ind iv idual ,  partnership, f i r m ,  

corporation, o r  any other organized group o f  indiv iduals.  
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- (c) "Gas Cunpanylt means any person d i s t r i bu t i ng  gas w i th in  

the l i m i t s  o f  the County o f  James City, or  authorized and proposing 

t o  so engage. 

(d) "Cer t i f i ca te  of ApprovalI1 means a document o r  tag issued 

and/or attached by the Inspector t o  the inspected material, plping, 

or  appliance ins ta l la t ion ,  f i l l e d  out, together w i th  date, address 

o f  the premises, and signed by the inspector. 

( e l  "Certain AppliancesIf means conversion burners, f loor  

furnaces, central  heating plants, vented wall  furnaces, water 

heaters and boi lers.  

SECTION 15. ORDINANCES REPEALED 

A l l  ordinances or  par ts  o f  ordinances, i n  c o n f l i c t  w i th  t h i s  

ordinance are hereby repealed. 
- 

SECTION 16. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This ordinance shal l  take e f fec t  on and a f t e r  February 1, 1971. 


