
MUSICAL OR ENTERTAINMENT FESTIVALS ORDINANCE 

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors recognizes t h a t  i t  i s  

necessary and proper t o  enact  an ordinance i n  the  i n t e r e s t  of the 

public hea l th ,  sa fe ty  and general  welfare t o  provide f o r  the  

con t ro l  and regula t ion of musical o r  entertainment f e s t i v a l s  

conducted i n  the open and of groups o r  ga ther ings  of persons 

f o r  the  purpose of l i s t e n i n g  t o  o r  pa r t i c ipa t i ng  i n  such f e s t i v a l s ;  

and 

WHEREAS, no t ice  having been given i n  the manner prescribed by 

law of the i n t e n t  of the  Board o f  Supervisors t o  propose t h i s  

ordinance f o r  passage. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be i t  ordained by the  Beard of Supervisors 

of the County of James Ci ty :  

Sect ion 1. This ordinance i s  enacted pursuant t o  Section 

15.1-510 of the Code of Virginia ,  1950 a s  amended, f o r  the purpos:, 

of providing necessary r eg r l a t i on  f o r  the  conducting of musical 

o r  entertainment f e s t i v a l s  conducted i n  open spaces no t  within 

an enclosed s t ruc tu re  and of any gathering or  groups of individuals  

f o r  the  purpose of l i s t e n i n g  t o  o r  pa r t i c ipa t i ng  i n  entertainment 

which cons i s t s  pr imar i ly  o f  musical rend i t ions  conducted i n  

open spaces no t  within an enclosed s t ruc tu re  i n  the i n t e r e s t  of 

the public  hea l th ,  sa fe ty  and welfare of the c i t i z e n s  and in-  

hab i t an t s  of the County of James City.  

Section 2. When used i n  t h i s  ordinance, the  following words 

s h a l l  mean : 

( a )  Board s h a l l  mean the Board of Supervisors of the County 

of James City,  Virginia .  



(b) Musical o r  entertainmont f s s t i v a l  s h a l l  msan any 

gathering of groups o r  individuals  f o r  the  purpose of l i s t e n i n g  

t o  or  pa r t i c ipa t i ng  i n  entertainment which c m s i s t s  pr imar i ly  of 

musical rend i t ions  conducted i n  open spaces no t  within an encloesd 

s t ruc tu re .  

Section 3 .  ( A )  No person, f i r m ,  corporation o r  partnership 

s h a l l  s tage,  promote, o r  conduct any musical o r  entertzinmen.t 

f e s t i v a l  i n  the unincorporated arnas of the County of Jmws City 

un less  there s h a l l  have been f i rs t  obtained frsm tha Eoard a 

spec ia l  sntertainment permit f o r  s a id  f e s t i v a l .  

( B )  Application f o r  such spec ia l  entertainmant 

permits s h a l l  be i n  wr i t ing  on forms providod f o r  the purpose 

and f i l e d  i n  duplicate w i t h  the Executive Secretary of the  Board 

a t  l e a s t  twenty-one (21) days b e f o x  the date of such f e s t i v a l .  

Such app l ica t ions  s h a l l  have at tached the re to  and made a  pa r t  

thereof t h e  plans,  statements, apprcvals and other  documents 

required by t h i s  ordinance. A copy of such applicc '.on s h a l l  

be ~ e n t  by c e r t i f i e d  mail  by th? Executive Secretary t o  each 

rrmnbar of  the  Board the day such appl ica t ions  a r e  f i l e d .  

(C) The board s h a l l  a c t  cn ouch app l ica t ions  

within tan (10) days frnm the  f i l i n g  of thn samn. If grant%d, 

the permit s h a l l  bo issued In  wr i t ing  on a  form f o r  the  purpose 

and mailed by the  Executive Secretarg t o  the appl icant  a t  the 

address indicated.  If denied, t h e  re fusa l  s h a l l  be i n  wri t ing  

and the reasons f o r  such den ia l  s t a t ed  there in ,  and mailed by 

the Executive Seer(-tary t o  the applicant  a t  the  address indicated.  



Section 4. Such permit sha l l  no t  be issued unless  the 

following condit ions are met and the following plans,  statements 

and approvals submitted t o  the  Board with the  appl ica t ion:  

( a )  Said appl ica t ion f o r  specia l  entertainment permit s h a l l  

have at tached t o  i t  a copy of the t i c k e t  o r  badge of admission 

t o  sa id  f e s t i v a l ,  containing the  date o r  dates  and time o r  times 

of sa id  f e s t i v a l ,  together  with a statement by the appl icant  

of the t o t a l  number of t i c k e t s  t o  be offered f o r  s a l e  and the 

bes t  reasonable est imate by the appl icant  of the number of persons 

expected t o  be i n  attendance. 

(b )  A statement of the  name and address of the promoters of 

the  f e s t i v a l ,  the  f i n a n c i a l  backing of the f e s t i v a l ,  and the names 

of a l l  persons o r  groups who w i l l  perform a t  sa id  f e s t i v a l .  

( c )  A statement of the loca t ion  of the proposed f e s t i v a l ,  

the  name and address of the owner of the  property on which sa id  

f e s t i v a l  i s  t o  be held,  and the nature and i n t e r e s t  of the 

appl icant  therein.  

(dl A plan f o r  adequate s an i t a t i on  f a c i l i t i e s  and garbage, 

t r a s h  and sewage disposal  f o r  porsons a t  the  f e s t i v a l .  This 

plan s h a l l  meet the requirements of a l l  s t a t e  and loca l  s t a t u t e s ,  

ordinances and regula t ions ,  and s h a l l  be approved by the  county 

hea l t h  o f f i ce r .  

( e )  A plan f o r  providing food, water, and lodging f o r  the 

persons a t  the  f e s t i v a l .  This plan s h a l l  meet the  requirements 
Of a l l  s t a t e  and l o c a l  s t a t u t e s ,  ordinances and regulat ions,  

and s h a l l  be approved by the county hea l t h  o f f i ce r .  

( f )  A plan f o r  adequate medical f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  persons a t  

the f e s t i v a l ,  approved by the  county hea l t h  o f f i ce r .  
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(g )  A plan f o r  adequate parking f a c i l i t i e s  and t r a f f i c  

con t ro l  i n  and around the f e s t i v a l  area.  

(h )  A plan f o r  adequate f i r e  protec t ion.  This plan s h a l l  

meet the requirements of a l l  s t a t e  and loca l  s t a t u t e s ,  ordinancss 

and regula t ions ,  end s h a l l  be approved by the  county f o ~ s s t  warder., 

(i) A statement specifying whether any outdoor l i @ t s  o r  

l i g h t i n g  i s  t o  be u t i l i z e d ,  and i f  so, a plan showing t.h l s c a t i o n  

of such l i g h t s  and shie ld ing devices o r  o ther  nquipment t o  p?cvent 

unreasonable glow beyond tho property on which the  f e s t i v a l  i s  

located. 

(j) A statement t h a t  no music s h a l l  be played, e i t h e r  by 

mechanical device or l i v e  performance, i n  such a manner than the  

sound emanating therefrom s h a l l  be unreasonably audible beyo:~d 

the property on which the f e s t i v a l  i s  located. 

Section 5.  Music s h a l l  no t  be rendered no r  entertainment 

provided f o r  more than e igh t  (8) hours i n  any twenty-four (24) 

hour period, such 24 hour periods t o  be measured from the beginning 

of the f i r s t  performance a t  sa id  f e s t i v a l .  

Section 6. No person under the age of e ighteen (18) years  

of age s h a l l  be admitted t o  any f e s t i v a l  un less  accompanied by 

a parent o r  guardian, the parent  o r  guardian t o  remain with the 

s a id  person a t  a l l  times. 

Sect ion 7. No permit s h a l l  be i ssued under t h i s  ordinance 

un less  the appl icant  s h a l l  fu rn i sh  t o  t h o  Board wr i t t en  permission 

f o r  the Board, i t s  lawful agents,  o r  duly cons t i tu ted  law 

enforcement o f f i c e r s  t o  go upon the property a t  any time f o r  the 

purpose of determining compliance w i t h  the provisions of t h i s  

ordinance. The Board s h a l l  have the r i gh t  t o  revoke any permit 
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issued under t h i s  ordinance upon noncompliance with any of i t s  

provisions and conditions. 

Section 8. Any persons, f i rm  o r  corporation who v io l a t e s  

any provision of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be g u i l t y  of a  misdemeanor, 

and upon conviction thereof,  s h a l l  be punished by a  f i n e  not  

exceeding Three Hundred Dollars  ($300.00) o r  by confinement i n  

j a i l  not  exceeding Thir ty  (30) days, or  by both such f i n e  ~ n d  

imprisonment. Each v io la t ion  s h a l l  cons t i t u t e  a  separate offense. 

The Board may bring s u i t  i n  the Ci rcu i t  Court of the County of 

James City t o  r e s t r a i n ,  enjoin,  o r  otherwise prevent v io la t ion  

of t h i s  ordinance. 

Section 9. It i s  declared t o  be the i n t e n t  of the Board t h a t  

i f  any sect ion,  subsection, sentence, clause,  phrase, or  por t ion  

of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  f o r  any reason be he ld  inval id ,  or  

unconst i tu t ional  by any cour t  of competent ju r i sd ic t ion ,  such 

port ion s h a l l  be deemed a  separate,  d i s t i n c t  and individual  

provision,  and such holding s h a l l  no t  a f f e c t  the  v a l i d i t y  of the 

remaining por t ions  thereof .  

Section 10. The provisions of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be l i b e r a l l y  

construed i n  order  t o  e f f ec t i ve ly  ca r ry  out the purposes of t h i s  

ordinance i n  the i n t e r e s t  of the  public heal th ,  welfare and safe ty  

of the  c i t i z e n s  and r e s iden t s  of the County of James City. 

Section 11. This ordinance s h a l l  be in f u l l  fo rce  and e f f e c t  

upon adoption by the  Board of Supervisors of the County of James 

City. 

Adopted by the  Board of Supervisors of the County of James City, 
Virginia ,  Apri l  12, 1971. 
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