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ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTIONS 3 AND 11, ARTICLE 12; ADD ARTICLE 8 A  

ADD SECTIONS 1 3  AND 14. ARTICLE 12; AND ADD SECTIONS 8 9 ,  90. 91 ,  92, 93 ,  9 4  

AND 95, ARTICLE 17, OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF JAMES C I T Y  COUNTY, V I R G I N I A .  

BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF JAMES C I T Y  COUNTY, V I R G I N I A ,  

PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 4 8 6  THROUGH 498,  ARTICLE 8 AND SECTION 431, ARTICLE 1, 

CHAPTER 11 T I T L E  15.1. CODE OF V I R G I N I A  OF 1950 ,  AS AMENDED, AS FOLLOWS: 



ARTICLE 8A. BUSINESS TOURIST EilTRY DISTRICT (3-2 

Statement o f  I n ten t  

The primary purpose o f  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  i s  t o  p ro tec t  and enhance the q u a l i t y  
o f  those highway cor r idors  which provide access t o  the National H i s to r i c  
D i s t r i c t  o f  Williamsburg. This d i s t r i c t  i s  not  intended for  general 
appl icat ion i n  a l l  parts o f  the county bu t  v~ i11  be l i m i t e d  t o  t lwse a rms 
where high t r a f f i c  volume t o u r i s t  cor r idors  ex i s t .  The regulat ions f o r  
the TOURIST ENTRY DISTRICT are  intenZed t o  encourage the most appropriate 
use o f  land i n  accordance w i th  a comprehensive plan, t o  m i n i m i z ~  hazzrdnus 
and uns ight ly  condi t ions which may be d i s t rac t i ng  t o  and impair the safety 
o f  highway users, t o  preserve the e f f i c i ency  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i ~ n  f a c i l i t i e s  
and maintain the d i s t i n c t i v e  h i s t o r i c a l  chzracter o f  the region, i nd  t o  
encourage development o f  t o u r i s t  f a c i  1 i ti es i n  an a t t r a c t i v e  and harmonious 
manner. 

8A- 1. 

8A- 1- 1. 

8A-1-2. 

8A-1-3. 

82-1-4. 

8A-1-5. 

8A-1-6. 

8A-1-7. 

8A-1-8. 

8A- 1-9. 

8A-1-10. 

I n  a TOURIST ENTRY DISTRICT, structures t o  be erected o r  lsnd '-0 
be used sha l l  be f o r  one o r  mom o f  the fo l iow ing  uses: 

Hotels and motels; 

Restaurants f o r  l i e s u r e l y  dining; s p e c i f i c a l l y  excluding "fast. 
food" o r  d r i ve - i n  eat ing establishments; 

Indoor theaters; 

Places o f  pub l i c  amusement w i t h  a condi t ional  use permit; 

Service s ta t ions (w i th  minor repa i r  only and under cova-) st:bj;?ct 
t o  special requirements set  fo i - ih i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  and w i th  c 
condi tiona! use permit; 

Handcrafts and a r t  ga l le r ies ,  which may inc lude no t  morn than 
two (2) operatives i n  process o f  manufacturing c r a f t  <terns o f  
glass, ceramic, o r  metalurgic f o r  demonstration purposes only; 

G i f t  shops; 

Antique shops; 

Business signs as permitted i n  t h i s  A r t i c l e ;  

Accessory uses and structures:  Uses and structures which are 
customari ly 2ccessory and c l e a r l y  inc identa l  aod scbordinate 
t o  p r i nc ipa l  uses and structures, including: 

1. Establishments f o r  the sale o f  g i f t s ,  c lothing, drugs, 
photographic supplies, newspapers and magazines and 
convenience goods, eat ing and d r ink ing  establishments 
and professional and personal service establ ishmmts; 



provided that  such uses are accessot-y t o  hctels o r  motels 
having 50 o r  more dwell ing o r  lodging un i t s  f o r  sale o r  
f o r  rent; and provided fur ther ,  t ha t  a l l  such establishments 
sha l l  be designed and scaled only t o  meet the requirements 
o f  occupants and t h e i r  guests; and provided also that  there 
sha l l  be no evidence o f  the existence of such establishments 
from outside the property l i ne ;  and provided f i n a l l y  t ha t  the 
f l oo r  area occupied by such establTshments shal l  no t  exceed 
15 % o f  the f l o o r  area o f  the hote l  o r  motel; 

2. Meeting rooms and convention h a l l  f a c i l i t i e s .  

SETBACK REGULATIONS 

Buildings sha l l  be located s - v n t y  (70) f ee t  o r  more from the 
right-of-way f o  the highway. F i f t y  (50) f ee t  o f  setback con- 
tiguous w i th  the highway right-of-way sha l l  be reserved f o r  
access road t o  the property. A l l  land area w i th in  the seventy 
(70) f o o t  setback, except f o r  the access road and approved entry 
drives, sha l l  be landscaped w i th  grass, trees, o r  shrubs o r  
evergreen ground cover and maintained i n  good condit ion. 

I l l u s t r a t i o n  1 on .:'I. f o l l o ~ ~ i n g  page i s  the minimum design 
cross-section o f  the property frontage showing the access road 
t o  be constructed by the developer n i t h t n  the f i f t y  (50) f oo t  
right-of-way i n  accordance w i th  the applicable standards o f  
the V i rg in ia  Department o f  Highw3ps. 

AREA REGULATIONS 

For permitted uses the minimum l o t  area sha l l  be th i r t y - two 
thousand. f i v e  hundred (32,500) square feet.  

FRONTAGE REGULATIONS 

For permitted uses, the minimun l o t  width a t  the setback l i n e  
sha l l  be one hundred and f i f t y  (150) f e e t  o r  more; however, 
development o f  l o t s  o r  w r c e l s  w i th  frontages o f  f r o m  120 t o  
150 fee t  ex is t ing  upon the date o f  the adoption o f  t h i s  ordinance 
w i l l  be permitted i n  accordance w i th  the fo l lowing c r i t e r i a :  

(1) Each l o t  o r  parcel sha l l  have only a s ing le  two-way access 
point; 

(2) A l l  parking required f o r  the use located on the l o t  o r  
parcel sha l l  be provided a t  the rear o f  the bui ld ing,  
i.e., on the side opposite the f r o n t  access point ;  

(3) Development plans f o r  the l o t  o r  parcel p r i o r  t o  S i t e  Plan 
Approval sha l l  be o f  superior design qual i ty .  

Access points t o  the major thoroughfare from the access road 
shal l ,  where possible, be spaced a t  approximate i n te rva l s  of 
s i x  hundred (600) f e e t  o r  more. 





8A-5. PERIMETER OPEN SPACE AND BUILDING LINE REGULATIOXS 

8A-5-1. For permitted uses a ten (10) f oo t  minimum perimeter landscaped 
area sha l l  be provided adjoining the sides and rear  property 
l i n e s  w i th in  which no bui lding, structure, driveway, o r  parking 
surface w i l l  be permitted. The minimum s ide and rear  bu i ld ing  
l i n e  sha l l  be increased beyond the minimum sides and rear  perimeter 
landscaped area one (1) f o o t  f o r  each one (1) f o o t  o f  bu i ld ing  
height i n  excess o f  t h i r t y - f i v e  (35) feet .  I n  addit ion, a 
minimum ten (10) f oo t  perimeter p lan t ing  s t r i p  sha l l  be provided 
adjacent t o  bui ldings. Such p lant ing areas sha l l  be landscaped 
except fo r  necessary service entrances and walkways, and sha l l  
not  be used for  parking. I n  no case sha l l  walkways exceed a 
maximum width o f  f i v e  (5) feet. 

8A-5-2. Land w i th in  the perimeter landscaped areas sha l l  be landscaped 
w i th  grass, trees, shrubs, o r  evergreen ground cover and 
maintained i n  good condition. 

8A-6. HEIGHT REGULATIONS 

Buildings may be erected up t o  s i x t y  (60) f e e t  i n  height from 
grade by r i gh t ;  from s i x t y  (60) t o  one hundred (100) f e e t  i n  
height from grade w i th  a height l i m i t a t i o n  waiverf* subject 
i n  e i t h e r  case t o  bu i l d i ng  l i n e  regulations as se t  f o r t h  i n  
Section 8A-5-1, and the c r i t e r i a  below. 

. . 
Maximum Maximum Percentage Maximum Floor . ;: .;!, :,!:;I Percentage 
Height o f  the l o t  area i n  Area Ratio o f  the l o t  area 

Bui ld ing Coverage i n  Open Space 
UD t o  3 f l oo rs  
0;- 35 f ee t  20% .6 30%' 

Over 35 f e e t  
o r  4 f l o o r s  
o r  more 

1 - 
Land i n  required setback areas and perimeter open space may 
be included w i t h i n  the minimum percentage o f  l o t  area i n  
Open Space. 
2 - 
Coverage may be increased t o  25% and/or f l o o r  area r a t i o  
may be increased t o  0.75 i f  the addi t ional  f loor  area i s  
used f o r  ins ide parking space. 

**Upon appl icat ion t o  the Administrator o r  h i s  designee, the 
Board o f  Supervisors may grant a height l i m i t a t i o n  waiver 
upon f ind ing  that :  

a) the regulations o f  t h i s  section regarding bu i l d i ng  coverage, 
f l o o r  area r a t i o  and open space are met; 



such bu i ld ing  w i l l  no t  impair property values i n  the 
surrounding area; 

such bu i ld ing  w i l l  not  impair the enjoyment o f  h i s t o r i c  
a t t r ac t i on  and areas o f  s i gn i f i can t  h i s t o r i c  in terest ;  

the uses accommodated i n  such bu i ld ings and other bui ldfngs 
on the s i t e  are adequately served by the s i t e  plan and 
l o t  area; 

the t r a f f i c  volume generated by such bu i l d i ng  w i  11 be 
read i l y  accmodated by the pub l i c  roads affected; 

such bu i ld ing  i s  adequately designed and served from 
the standpoint o f  safety; 

such bui lding, from considerations o f  height, design, bulk, 
and appearance i s  compatible w i th  the neighborhood; and 

such bu i ld ing  would no t  be contrary t o  the publ ic  health, 
safety, morals o r  general welfare. 

OFF-STREET PARKING REGULATIONS 

Of f -s t rcet  p.r::ing w i t h in  the TOURIST ENTRY DISTRICT sha l l  comply 
w i th  the regulations as se t  f o r t h  i n  A r t i c l e  12, Section 6, 
General Provisions, and w i th  the fo l lowing special provisions : 

Screening and Landscaping. Of f -s t ree t  parking f o r  vehicles sha l l  
be e f f ec t i ve l y  screened on each side which faces other propert ies 
publ ic  rights-of-way, o r  recorded s t ree t  l ines,  by a fence o f  
acceptable design. wal l  o r  compact hedge, except where access 
ways t o  the parking l o t  are t o  be provided, Such fence, wal l ,  o r  
hedge sha l l  be not  less than s i x  (6)  f ee t  i n  height and sha l l  
be maintained 'n good condi t ion and sha l l  provide year-round 
screening. The space,if any, between such fence, wall, o r  hedge 
and the  side l o t  l i n e  o f  adjoining premises sha l l  be landscaped 
w i th  grass, shrubs, o r  evergreen ground cover and maintained 
i n  good condition. 

Surfacing o f  Parking Areas. Any o f f -s t ree t  parking area sha l l  be 
surfaced w i th  an asphalt ic, bituminous, cement o r  other proper ly 
bound pavement so as t o  provide a durable and dustless surface.' 
and sha l l  be so graded and drained as t o  dispose o f  a l l  surface 
water accumulation w i t h i n  the area. Surface water from any 
parking, loading, o r  other paved area sha l l  no t  be permitted 
t o  dra in  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  established and approved publ ic  drainage 
ways. 

Ex te r io r  Loading Areas. Ex te r io r  areas used f o r  loading, 
unloading. and standing o r  turn ing o r  service vehicles sha l l  
comply w i th  A r t i c l e  12; Section 12-11, General Provisions, and 
w i th  the screening, landscaping and surfacing requirements as 
se t  f o r t h  i n  8A-7-I., and 8A-7-2., above. 



8A-8. SPECIAL REGULATIONS FOR UtUJERGROUND UTILITIES 

I n  TOURIST ENTRY DISTRICTS, f a c i l i t i e s  o f  e l e c t r i c  and communi- 
cations u t i l i t i e s  sha l l  be i n s t a l l e d  below the surface o f  the 
ground t o  the extent provided herein. 

8A-8-1. A l l  u t i l i t y  f a c i  li ties,  constructed o r  i n s t a l  l e d  a f t e r  the 
e f f e c t i v e  date o f  t h i s  ordinance, inc lud ing but not l i m i t e d  t o  
wires, cables, pipes, conduits and appurtenant equipment, 
carry ing o r  used i n  connection w i th  the furnishing o f  e l ec t r i c ,  
telephone, telegraph, cable te lev is ion  o r  s im i l a r  service, shal! 
be placed below the surface o f  the ground, provided tha t  the 
fo l lowing u t i l i t y  f a c i l i t i e s  shal l  be permitted above ground: 

E lec t r i c  transmission l i nes  and f a c i l i t i e s  i n  excess o f  
50 k i lovo l ts ;  

Equipment such as e l e c t r i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t rans foxers ,  
swi tchgear, meter pedestals, t2lephone pcdost.:!~, outdoor 
l i g h t i n g  poles o r  standards, rad io  antennae and essociated 
equipment, which i s ,  under accepted u t i l i t y  p??.cticec-, 
normally i n s t a l l e d  above ground; 

Meters, service connections and s im i l a r  equipment normai l y  
attached t o  the outside wal l  o f  the customer's prem'ises; 

When authorized by the k a r d  o f  Supervisors o r  t h e i r  
designee, u t i l i t y  f a c i l i t i e s  crossing o r  entpr ing any 
por t ion  o f  the TOURIST ENTRY DISTRICT and or ig ina t ing  o r  
terminating i n  some other d i s t r i c t  where ovsrhead u t l ' l i t y  
f ac i  1 i t i e s  are permi tted. 

8A-8-2. Above-ground u t i l i t y  f a c i  li t i e s  i n  existence on the of.fective 
date o f  t h i s  ordinance may remain above ground and may be 
repaired, replaced o r  increased i n  capacity, provided that :  

(a) Nhenever any t r a c t  o r  parcel o f  land, upon which abovo- 
ground u t i l i t y  f a c i l i t i e s  are located, i s  subdivided o r  
otherwise developed, the subdivider o r  developer sha l l  
pay the non-betterment cost  o f  re locs t ing  those u t i  1 i t y  
f a c i l i t i e s  underground. 

(b) The Board o f  Supervisors may from time t o  time dl;-ect the 
u t i  1 i t y  company owning above-ground u t i l i t y  f a c i  I-; t i e s  t o  
relocate such f a c i l i t i e s  underground, i n  specified areas. 

8A-8-3. A l l  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  u t i l i t y  f a c i l i t i e s  below ground w i l l  be 
made i n  accordance w i th  accepted standards o f  u t i l i t y  pract ice 
f o r  underground construction and w i th  appl icable rv les,  reguiat ions 
and po l i c ies  o f  the State Corporation Conmission. 



8A-9. SIGN REGULATIONS 

To assure an appearance and c o n d i t i o n  which i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
t h e  purposes o f  t h e  TOURIST ENTRY DISTRICT, outdoor s igns on 
p r o p e r t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  comply w i t h  the  Specia l  
Regulat ions f o r  E x t e r i o r  Signs i n  Sect ion  12-14. 

OA-10. SITE PLAN REVIEU 

A l l  b u i l d i n g s  o r  complexes o f  b u i l d i n g s  erected, a l t e r e d ,  o r  
res to red  w i t h i n  the  TOURIST ERTRY DISTRICT s h a l l  be sub jec t  t o  
S i t e  Plan Review i n  accordence w i t h  General Prov is ions  s e t  f o r t h  
i n  A r t i c l e  12, Sec t ion  12-12., and t h e  spec ia l  p rov i s ions  f o r  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  as s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h i s  A r t i c l e .  I n  t h e  case o f  any 
d i s p a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  regu la t i ons ,  t h e  p rov i s ions  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  
s h a l l  supersede. 

8A-11. ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN REVIEN 

Approval o f  t h e  P re l im ina ry  s i t e  p lan  w i l l  be c o n d i t i o n a l ,  
sub jec t  t o  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Design Review procedures as s e t  f o r t h  
under General Provis ions.  A r t i c l e  12. Sect ion  12-13. 



Section 2 

A r t i c l e  12 Amended 

2-1. A r t i c l e  12, Section 3 amended t o  read: 

12-3. CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 

Were permitted by t h i s  ordinance, the locat ion o f  hotels, motels, 
mobile home parks, commercial amusement parks, hospitals, mobile homes, 
airports,  bo,rrow p i t s ,  hog farms, sani tary f i l l  method garbag? d is-  
posal, feed l o t s ,  automobile grave yards, and junk yards, publ ic  
u t i l i t i e s ,  and refuse s i t es  sha l l  require, i n  addi t ion t o  ths  zoning 
permit and c e r t i f i c a t e  of occupancy, a condit ional  use permit. 

.i2-3-1. Procedural Requirements. 

(a) Application f o r  condit ional use permit. A developer, owner 
o r  lessee (holding under a bona f i d e  lease the unexpired term 
o f  which i s  more than 5 years from date o f  f i l i n g  o f  the 
appl icat ion) may f i l e  w i th  the Administrator or  h i s  designee 
an appl icat ion f o r  a condit ional use pcrrnit; provided tha t  
the condit ional  use sought i s  permitted i n  the par t ic t r lar  
d i s t r i c t .  The appl icat ion shal l  be accompanied by a p l m  
showing the actual dimensions and shape o f  the l o t ,  thr! excct 
sizes and locations on the l o t  o f  ex is t ing  and proposed 
buildings, i f  any, and the ex is t ing  and proposed uses o f  
structures and opzn areas; and by such addit ional  information 
re la t i ng  t o  topography, access, surrounding land uscs ond 
other matters es may reasonably be required by the Ad;ntn-isCrator 
o r  h i s  designee i n  the circumstances o f  the case. 

(b) Fees. The appl icat ion sha l l  be accompanied by a Pee of 
$20.00 t o  cover thz cost o f  processing. 

(c) Action by the Administrator o r  h i s  designee. The Adain is t rator  
or  h i s  dcsignes sha l l  study the appl icat ion and sha l l  confcr 
w i th  per t inent  county and state agencies 'o  detzrsins r!?c'ik:- 
the proposed ccndit ional  use conforms t o  the general p%rp?r3 
and i n t e n t  o f  the comprehensive plan and any applic:?le rw -  
la t i ons  which have been adopted and t o  the r e q u i r e x n t s  o f   his 
Ordinance. Upon completion o f  such review, the Adnin is t rator  
o r  h i s  designee sha l l  transmit the f indings and recomxnd:^,ion; 
o f  the county and/or s ta te  agencies t o  the Board o f  Supervisors. 

(d) Action by Board o f  Supervisors. A f te r  receiving the recow 
mendations o f  the county and/or s ta te  agencies, the Board 
o f  Supervisors sha l l  act  upon the proposed condit ional use, 
grantlng the appl icat ion i n  whole or  i n , p a r t  w i th  o r  with- 
ou t  modif ications, o r  denying it. I n  addi t ion t o  the general 
o r  spec i f i c  requirements se t  f o r t h  i n  tn? Ordinance concerning 
the proposed use, which shal l  be considered minimifm requi remn~ts 
w i th  respect t o  the permit, addi t ior ia l  requirements, condit ions 
and safeguards may be added by the Board o f  Supervisors as 
required f o r  the propection of pub l ic  In te res t  i n  thz  specific 
case. 



(e) Rehearing for Conditional Use Permit. An appl icat ion f o r  a 
condi t ional  use permit may be withdrawn dur ing pub l i c  h z x i q ,  
However, if wtthdrawn o r  i f  denied by the Board o f  Suparvis@rsr 
subs tan t ia l l y  the same appl icat ion sha l l  n o t  be reconsidered 
w i th in  one year o f  withdrawal o r  denial. 

General Standards f o r  Conditional Uses. 

(a) Compliance w i th  requirements. No condit ional  use permft sha l l  
be issued except upon a f i nd ing  by the Board o f  Supervir r s  
t h a t  the proposed use conforms t o  the requirements set f s r t h  
i n  t h i s  Ordinance and tha t  the proposed condit ional  use w i l l  
have no more adverse e f f e c t  on the health, safety  o r  coz fo r t  
of persons l i v i n g  o r  working i n  the area, and w i l l  be c:, 
more in jur ious,  economically o r  otherwise, t o  property o r  
improvements i n  the surrounding area than would any use 
general ly permitted i n  the 3 s t r l c t .  Among mstters t o  bo 
considered i n  t h i s  connection are t r a f f i c  f low and control ;  
access t o  and c i r c u l a t i o n  w i t h i n  the property; o f f - s t r e c t  
parking and loading; refuse and service areas; u t i  1 i t ies ;  
screening and buffer ing; signs, yards and other open spxes;  
height, bulk and loca t ion  o f  structures; loca t ion  o f  proposed 
oden space us&; hburs and manner o f  operation; and noisc, li$~t; 
dust, odor, fumes and vibrat ion. 

J 

(b) Conformity w i t h  adopted plans. The proposed condition:l us? 
sha l l  be i n  accord w i th  the purposes o f  the Comprehensive Flsn 
and any appl icable regulat ions and zoning fegulations. 

Addit ional  Requirements f o r  Conditional uses. 

In  add i t ion  t o  the general requirements s e t  f o r t h  above and 
l i m i t a t i o n s  established f o r  condi t ional  uses i n  the d i s t r i c t  
regulations, the requirements se t  f o r t h  hereafter sha l l  apply t o  
the  respect ive condit ional  uses and structures, 

Automotive Service Stations. 

I n  addi t ion t o  general requirements, the fo l lowing special req~5 i "~ , . l x I ' '~  
and ldmi ta t ions sha l l  apply t o  automobile service s tat ions i n  
d i s t r i c t s  i n  which they are genel-ally permitted. 

(a) Minimum l o t  and yard requirements. Unless otherwise speciVied, 
the minimum l o t  s ize  sha l l  be 20.000 square f e e t  w i th  a mirii'run 
l o t  width o f  200 feet.  No gasoline service is lands sha l l  b~ 
located closer than 15 f e e t  t o  any adjo in ing right-of-way. 

(b) Access driveways. c' 

(1) The width o f  curb openings sha l l  not exceed 35 f e e t  an3 
two driveways g i v ing  access t o  a s ing le  s t r e e t  sha l l  be 
separated by an is land  w i th  a minimum dimension .?.'? ?f 
f e e t  a t  the right-of-way and curb l ines .  



(2)  No driveway or curb cuts for a driveway should be located 
within ten(l0) fee t  07 an adjoinr'ng property l ine  or  
within twmty-five (25) fee t  of a s t ree t  intersection 
(with property 1 l nes projected if rounded). 

(c) Off-street parking. Two off-street parking spaces shall be 
provided For each service bsy plus three additional spaces 
for  employee parking. A dense lafidscaping material or a solid 
fence or  masonry wall f ive (5) fee t  in height shall be erected 
to  eaclose any trash area or  outside storage yard which would 
otherwise be visjble from any d l s t r i c t  o r  from any public s t reet .  

, , 

2-2. Arttcle 12, Section 11 amended t o  read: 

On the sime premises wiLh evcry building, structui'e, or p a r t  
tihereof, crectcd and occupied i'w nmufacturir,g, s t o x g e ,  war&- 
house, gcods display, department store, who?esaie sLc:c, m r k e t ,  
hotel, hospi ta'i , moi0tu?ry, laundry, dry cleanizg o r  o t ' . - r  use!: 
similarly involving the r,?ceip,t or distril;ut.io;~ C T  ~:ehic?r?s, 
rnatcrials, or  merchandise, there shall he provid,x! and mainCaSxC 
on the Tot adequate spscc fa. stere!' ., I ng ,  turnf ns, ! ca&ic~  aiid LI~I- 
loading serv:ces i n  order to avojd interference w : t b  p?rblic use s+ 
the s t r w t s  and alleys. 

Such loading i n d  unlosding spacs, ~mlnss otheniise aidq:a?e?y 
provided for ,  shall : 

( 2 )  he provided according t o  the 7o;lowing schedule: 



Sect ion 3 

Add i t ions  t o  A r t i c l e  12 

3-1. Sections 13 and 14 added t o  A r t i c l e  12 as fo l l ows :  

I n  such ins tance where A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Design Review i s  requi red,  
t he  procedure f o r  such rev iew wi  11 commence f o l l o w i n g  p r e l i m i n a r y  
s i t e  p lan  approval.  Upon r e c e i p t  o f  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  s i t e  p lan,  under 
cond i t i ons  as s e t  f o r t h  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s t r i c t ,  t he  a p p l i c a n t  
w i l l  submit t o  t h e  Admin i s t ra to r  o r  h i s  designee schematic 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  plans i n d i c a t i n g  accurate e leva t i ons  o f  each facade, 
and s u f f i c i e n t  d e t a i l i n g  t o  i n d i c a t e  ma te r ia l s ,  co lo rs ,  t ex tu re ,  
l i g h t  r e f l e c t i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and spec ia l  fea tures  intended 
f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  This  may be supplemented by sketches as deemed 
necessary by  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t o  present  t h e  in tended design. Sub- 
miss ion  o f  a c t u a l  samples o f  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  i s  encouraged. 

Adequate t ime s h a l l  be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  the  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  t h e  
prepara t ion  o f  these mater ia ls ,  prov ided t h a t  n o t  more than s i x t y  
(60) days elapse betwcen c o n d i t i o n a l  approval o f  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  
s i t e  p l a n  and t h e  submission o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p lans t o  t h e  
Admin i s t ra to r  o r  h i s  designee. 

The Admin i s t ra to r  o r  h i s  designee s h a l l  request  t h e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  
Design Review Board t o  examine the above m a t e r i a l ,  and r e p o r t  i t s  
f i n d i n g s  as t o  whether t h e  proposed b u i l d i n g  o r  b u i l d i n g s  are  
a e s t h e t i c a l l y  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  acceptable. 

The A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Design Review Board, i n  making i t s  decisions s h a l l  
be governed b y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c r i t e r i a :  

(a) No b u i l d i n g  s h a l l  be permi t ted,  t h e  design, massing, pro- 
po r t i ons ,  o r  e x t e r i o r  appearance o f  which i s  o f  such un- 
orthodox, gar ish ,  o r  abnormal charac ter  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  the  
surroundings as t o  be uns igh t l y ,  o f f ens i ve  t o  genera l l y  
accepted tas te ,  o r  t o  draw i n o r d i n a t e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t s e l f .  

(b) No i n d i v i d u a l  b u i l d i n g  s h a l l  be permi t ted,  t h e  design o r  
e x t e r i o r  appearance o f  which i s  so i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  those 
a d j o i n i n g  as t o  c rea te  excessive monotony and drabness. I n  
app ly ing  t h i s  s tandard t o  a  complex o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  t he  o v e r a l l  
composit ion and aes the t i c  e f f e c t  s h a l l  be considered. 

(c )  No b u i l d i n g  s h a l l  be pe rm i t t ed  where any exposed facade i s  
n o t  cons t ruc tcd  or  faced wi tli a f i n i s l ~ c d  i ~ l a t e r i a l  w l l i c l ~  i s  
a e s t h c l i c d l  l y  c o ~ q m t i b l e  w i t h  t l rc  o t h c r  fdcades and PI-cscnts 
an a t t r a c t i v e  appearance t o  t h e  p u b l i c  and t o  surrounding 
proper t ies .  

The A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Design Review Board s h a l l  make i t s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  
Admin i s t ra to r  o r  h i s  destgned w i t h i n  t h i r t y  (30) days,. recommending 
afiproval o f  t h e  p lans as prcsentcd o r  adv i s ing  t h e  Admin i s t ra to r  
o r  h i s  dcs igncc,as t o  Chc cIlan!:cs o r  i t l tc!r ; i t ions i n  t h c  p lans as 
ncccssary t o  b r i n q  t h o  proposed b u i l d l n g ( s )  i n  Imr l~~ony  w i t h  thc 
i n t e n t  of t k i s  Section. Such changes o r  a l t e r a t i o n s  s h a l l  n o t  
impose unreasonabk increase i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  cos t .  



The Administrator o r  h i s  designee sha l l  immediately transmit t o  
the appl icant an ind ica t ion  o f  approval o r  a statement o f  changes 
necessary t o  secure approval. Upon approval the Administrator o r  
h i s  designee may authorize the preparation o f  f i n a l  s i t e  engineer- 
i ng  and arch i tectura l  plans i n  accordance w i th  prel iminary approvals 
and arch i tectura l  approval. Following the submittal t o  and appro- 
p r i a t e  review by the Administrator o r  h i s  designee(s), the issuance 
o f  a bu i ld ing  permit w i l l  be authorized by the Administrator or '  h i s  
designee. Required condi t ional  use p e n i  t s  sha l l  be obtained only 
a f t e r  approval o f  a prel iminary s i t e  plan and arch i tectura l  design 
approval. 

12-13-5. I f  a statement o f  changes necessary t o  secure approval i s  issued. 
revised plans sha l l  be submitted and approved. Action fo l lowing 
approval sha l l  then be i n  accordance w i th  Section 12-13-4 o f  t h i s  
Ordinance. 

12-13-6. Arch i tectura l  Design Review Board 

The Arch i tectura l  Design Review Board sha l l  be composed o f  f i v e  
persons appointed by the County Board o f  Supervisors. Such 
appointee sha l l  be a qua l i f i ed  person capable o f  exercis ing sound 
and f a i r  design judgement. 

The members sha l l  be: 

(a) A q u a l i f i e d  l icensed arch i tect ;  

(b) A qua l i f i ed  licensed landscape arch i tec t  o r  a second qua l i f i ed  
1 icensed arch i tec t  ; 

(c) A member of the Planning Comniss;on S i t e  Plan Review Committee; 

(d) The President o f  the loca l  board o f  real tors;  

(e) A responsible member o f  the business community. 

I n i t i a l l y ,  two members sha l l  be appointed f o r  one year and three 
members sha l l  be appointed t o  serve f o r  two years. Subsequent 
appointments sha l l  be f o r  t e n s  o f  two (2) years each. 

12-14. SPECIAL REGULATIONS FOR EXTERIOR SIGNS 

1 2 - 1 4 1  Def in i t ions.  For the purpose o f  t h i s  section, the fo l lowing 
de f i n i t i ons  o f  terms and words sha l l  apply: 

(a) Sign. A structure, display, o r  device t ha t  i s  arranged, 
intended, designed, o r  used as an advertisement, announcement, 
i den t i f i ca t i on ,  descript ion, o r  d i rect ion.  

(b) Gross Sign Area. That area w i th in  a l i n e  including the 
outer extremit ies o f  a1 1 l e t t e r s ,  f igures,  characters, and 
del ineations, o r  w i t h i n  a 1 i ne  including the outer extremit ies 
o f  the framework o r  background o f  the sign, whichever l i n e  



includes the la rger  area. The support f o r  the s ign back- 
ground, whether i t  be columns, a pylon, o r  a bu i ld ing  o r  
pa r t  thereof, sha l l  not  be included i n  a s ign area. G;ily 
one side o f  a double-faced sign sha l l  be included i n  a 
computation o f  s ign area. The area o f  signs w i th  more than 
two (2) faces sha l l  be computed by mu l t ip ly ing  one-half the 
perimeter by the height o f  the sign. The area o f  a cy l i nd r i ca l  
s ign sha l l  be computed by mu l t ip ly ing  one-half o f  the circum- 
ference by the height o f  the sign. 

(c)  Free Standing Sign. A s ign not  attached t o  o r  painted on a 
bui lding, but  which i s  a f f ixed t o  the ground. A s ign attached 
t o  a f l a t  surface such as a fence o r  wal l  not  a pa r t  o f  a 
bui ld ing,  sha l l  be considered a f r ee  standing sign. 

(d) Double-faced Sign. A sign w i th  two para l le l ,  o r  near ly para l le l ,  
faces. back t o  back, and located n o t  more than 24 inches f r c n  
each other. 

(e) Flashing Sign. An i l luminated sign on which the a r t i f i c i a l  
o r  re f lec ted  l i g h t  i s  no t  maintained stat ionary and constant 
i n  i n tens i t y  and color a t  a l l  times when i n  use. Any s ign 
which revolves o r  moves, whether i 1 luminated o r  not, sha l l  be 
considered a f l a w i n g  sign. 

(f) F l a t  S i  n. Any sign attached to, and erected pa ra l i e l  t o  the 
&or erected o r  painted on the outside wal l  o f  a bu i ld ing  
and supported throughout i t s  length by such wall  o r  bu i ld ing  
and no t  extending more than 18 inches from the bu i ld ing  wall. 

(g) I l luminated Sigr. Any sign designed t o  give f o r t h  a r t i f i c i a l  
' l iqht  o r  desiqntd t o  r e f l e c t  l i q h t  from one o r  more sources o f  
a r i i f i c i a l  l i g h t  erected f o r  thr! purpose o f  providing l i g h t  
f o r  the sign. 

(h) I n d i r e c t l y  I l lun inated Sign. A s ign which does not  produce 
a r t i f i c i a l  l iah: from w i th in  i t s e l f  but  which i s  ooaoue and 
backlighted o; .l luminated by spot l ights  o r  f10odl;~hts not  
a par t  o f  o r  atached t o  the s ign i t s e l f ,  o r  a sign o f  trans- 
lucent non-transparent mater ia l  i l luminated from w i th in  but 
w i th  no exposec o r  ex te r i o r  bulbs, tubes, o r  other l i g h t  source. 

(i) llar uee S i  n. Any sign attached t o  o r  hung from a marquee. 
*ose of t h i s  Ar t i c le ,  a marquee i s  a covered 
s t ructure project ing from and supported by a bu i ld ing  w i th  
independent roof and drainage provisions and which i s  erected 
over a doorway or doorways as protect ion against the weather. 

(j) Pro e c t i n  Sicn. A s ign which i s  attached t o  and projects 
A c h e s  from the face o f  a wal l  o f  a bui ld ing.  - 
The term projecting s ign includes a marquee sign. 



12-14-2. Allowable Content o f  Signs 

It i s  the i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  l i m i t a t i o n  t o  p r o h i b i t  the use of ex te r io r  

signs f o r  the general advertisement o f  products, services o r  other 

matters having no r e l a t i o n  t o  the premises upon which they are 

placed. The content o r  adver t is ing message carr ied by signs here- 

a f t e r  erected sha l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  one o r  more o f  the fol lowing: 

(a) The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a bu i ld ing  o r  i t s  owners o r  occupants 
o f  the premises; 

(b) Information concerning lawfu l  a c t i v i t i e s  on the premises, o r  
goods o r  services of fered i n  connection therewith. 

(c) Information concerning the sale, ren ta l  o r  lease o f  th? premises. 

12-14-3. A1 lowable Sign D i  mensions and Special Regulations 

Each property having less than 300 f e e t  o f  l o t  frontage sha l l  
be permitted one free-standing slgn. Such s ign sha l l  not  be 
located c loser  than 100 f e e t  from any other free-standing s ign 
on the same side o f  the street,  o r  c loser  than 50 f e e t  frcm any 
property boundary. Ind iv idual  propert ies may combine t o  meet 
the 100 f o o t  minimum separation and thus erect  one free- 
standing sign t o  serve the combined propert ies. Such signs 
sha l l  no t  exceed 100 square fee t  per face nor an overa l l  
height o f  30 feet.  

Each property having i n  excess o f  300 f e e t  o f  l o t  frontage sha:l 
be permitted one addi t ional  free-standing s ign o f  the same s i z e  
and height  as subparagraph (a) above; o r  i n  the a l te rna t i ve  may 
e l e c t  t o  increase the s ize  o f  the free-standing sign allowed 
under subparagraph (a) above t o  a maximum o f  150 square fee t  
per face. 

Each business sha l l  a lso be permitted two bu i ld ing  face signs 
per occupancy frontage. The area devoted t o  such signs sha l l  
not  exceed f i f t e e n  (15) percent o f  the area o f  the f i r s t  s to ry  
of the f ron t  facade o f  the bui ld ing.  Such signs sha l l  be 
mounted f l a t  against the bui ld ing.  

When the same bu i ld ing  faces onto a pub l i c  right-of-way o r  
parking l o t  on the rear  o r  the side o f  the bui ld ing,  an 
addi t ional  s ign may be erected a t  an entrance on tha t  side. 
The area devoted t o  such a s ign sha l l  not  exceed ten (10) 
percent of the area o f  the face of the bu i ld ing  t o  the f i r s t  
s to ry  height, and such sign must be mounted f l a t  against the 
bui ld ing.  



(e) Banners o r  flags, used as signs, may be allowed by permit 
provided tha t  the same are i n s t a l l e d  i n  a permanent fashion 
and are maintained i n  good repa i r  a t  a l l  times. 

( f )  Signs on entrance marquees o r  canopies sha l l  be allowed, 
provided tha t  the t o t a l  area o f  such signs i f  constructed alone 
o r  i n  combination w i th  other bu i ld ing  signs, does no t  exceed 
the maximum allowable dimensions as se t  f o r t h  i n  i tem (c) above. 

12-14-4. Exemptions. The fo l lowing signs are exempted from the provisions 

o f  these regulations and may be erected o r  constructed without a 

permit but  i n  accordance r r i th  the s t ruc tu ra l  and safety  require- 

ments o f  the bu i ld ing  code. 

(a) O f f i c i a l  t r a f f i c  signs o r  sign structures and provis ional  
warning signs o r  sign structures, when erected o r  required 
t o  be erected by a governmental agency, and temporary signs 
ind ica t ing  danger. 

(b) Changing o f  the copy on a b u l l e t i n  board, poster board, o r  
d isplay encasement. 

(c) Temporary non-il luminated signs, no t  more than s i x  f e e t  square 
i n  area, advert is ing rea l  estate f o r  sale o r  lease and located 
on the premises, one such sign f o r  each s t ree t  frontage. 

(d) Temporary non-il luminated signs not  more than ten square f e e i  
i n  area. erected i n  connection w i th  new construction work 
and displayed on the premises dur ing such time as the actual 
construction work i s  i n  progress, one such sign f o r  each 
s t ree t  frontage. 

(e) Non-illuminated signs warning trespassers o r  announcing property 
as posted, no t  t o  exceed four (4) square f e e t  per sign. 

( f )  Sign on a truck, bus o r  other vehicle, whi le  i n  use i n  a normal 
course o f  business. This section should no t  be in terpreted t o  
permit parking f o r  display purposes o f  a vehic le t o  which signs 
are attached i n  a d i s t r i c t  where such signs are not  permitted. 

12-14-5. Prohibi ted Signs. The fo l lowing signs sha l l  be spec i f i ca l l y  prohibited. 

(a) Flashing, animated, and ro ta t i ng  signs o r  appurtenances t o  signs 
which are non-stationary. 

(b) Displays i n te rm i t t en t  1 igh ts  resembling o r  seeming t o  resemble, 
the f lash ing l i g h t s  customarily associated w i th  danger o r  sclch 
as are customarily used by pol ice, f i r e ,  o r  ambulance vehicles, 
o r  f o r  navigat ion purposes. 



(c )  Signs so located and so i l luminated as t o  provide a back- 
ground o r  colored l i g h t s  blending w i th  t r a f f i c  signal 
l i g h t s  t o  the extent o f  confusing a motor ist  when viewed 
from normal approach pos i t ion  o f  a vehic le a t  a distance o f  
25 t o  300 feet. 

(d) Signs which are not  an in tegra l  pa r t  o f  the bu i ld ing  design 
but  fastened t o  and supported by o r  on the roof  o f  a t u i l d i n g  
o r  pro ject ing over o r  above the roof  l i n e  o r  parapet wal l  
of a bui ld ing.  

(e) Signs, portable o r  otherwise, placed o r  located t o  c o n f l i c t  
w i th  the v is ion  clearance o r  other requirements o f  applicai-:e 
t r a f f i c  ordinances. 

( f )  Signs attached t o  trees, u t i l i t y  pol ies,  o r  other unapproved 
supporting structure. 

12-14-6. Temporary Signs 

The Administrator o r  h i s  designee, upon appl icat ion may issue 
temporary permits f o r  the fol lowing signs and displays f o r  a 
per iod o f  no t  exceeding 30 days, when i n  h i s  opinion the use o f  . . 
such signs and displays would be i n  th? pu51:'c i:.t:-est a?d wc~!?.!. 
not  r e s u l t  i n  damage t o  p r i va te  property. 

(a) Signs o f  no t  more than 32 square f e e t  advert is ing a special 
c i v i c  o r  cu l t u ra l  event such as a f a i r  o r  exposition, p lay 
concert o r  meeting, sponsored by a governmc,?tal o r  char i tab le  
organization. 

(b) Special decorative displays used f o r  holidays, publ ic  denon- 
strat ions,  o r  promotion f o r  non-partisan c i v i c  purposes. 

12-14-7. Procedures. The fo l lowing regulations apply general ly t o  a1 1 
signs and are i n  addi t ion t o  the regulations contained elsewhere 
i n  t h i s  Ordinance. 

(a) Permits. No sign, unless herein excepted, sha l l  be erected, 
constructed, posted, painted, altered, maintained, o r  
relocated, except as provided i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  and i n  these 
regulations, u n t i l  a permit has been issued by the Adminis- 
t r a t o r  o r  h i s  designee. Before any permit i s  issued, an 
appl icat ion especial ly provided by the Admin!strator o r  h i s  
designee sha l l  be f i l ed ,  together w i th  three sets o f  
drawings and/or speci f icat ions (one t o  be returned t o  the 
applicant) as may be necessary t o  f u l l y  advise and acquaint 
the Administrator o r  h i s  designee w i th  the locat ion i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  adjacent bui ldings, construction, materials, manner 
o f  i l l umina t ing  and/or securing o r  fastening, and number o f  
signs applied for ,  and the wording o f  the sign o r  advertisement 
t o  be carr ied on the  sign. Each sign f o r  which a permit i s  
issued sha l l  be inspected by the bu i ld ing  inspector o f  James 
C i t y  County t o  insure compliance w i th  applicable codes. 



(b) E lec t r i ca l  Permit. A l l  signs which are e l e c t r i c a l l y  i l i umin-  
ated sha l l  require a separate e l e c t r i c a l  permit and an inspec- 
t ion. 

(c)  Permit Time L imi t .  A l l  signs sha l l  be erected on o r  before 
the exoi ra t ion o f  99 days from the  date o f  issuance of the 

otherwise, the permit  sha l l  become n u l l  and void and 
a nett permit sha l l  be required. 

(d) Permit Number. Each sign requi r ing a permit sha l l  be c l ea r l y  
M r k e d w i t h e  permit number and the name o f  the  person o r  
firm placing the sign on the premises. 

(e)  Fees Re uired. Fees f o r  sign permits sha l l  be i n  accordance 
d d u l e  adopted by ordinance, a copy of which i s  
maintained i n  the o f f i c e  of the Administrator o r  h i s  designee. 

12- 14-8. Non-Conforming Signs. 

Any sign ex i s t i ng  p r i o r  t o  adoption o f  t h i s  Ordinance, and no t  
conforming t o  the terms o f  t h i s  Ordinance, i s  hereby declared a 
non-conforming sign and may no t  be altered, reworded, o r  replaced 
unless sald sign conforms t o  the requirements o f  t h i s  OrdSnance. 
Upon the cessation o r  termin ia t ion of a pa r t i cu la r  use on a parcel 
o f  rea l  property, the Owner thereof sha l l  w i t h i n  ten (10) days cf 
said cessation o r  termination remove a l l  non-conforming signs. 

12- 14-9. Conformance 

Ex is t ing  advert is ing business o r  locat ion signs i n  d i s t r i c t s  where 
A r t i c l e  12-14 applies sha l l  be brought i n t o  conformity wi th  the 
regulations herein established i n  accordance w i th  the fo l lowing 
schedule: 

Value of Sign Period o f  Compl i ance 

Less than f i v e  hundred (500) do l la rs  w i t h i n  two (2) years 

from f i v e  hundred (500) do l la rs  t o  w i t h i n  three (3) years 
one thousand (1000) do1 l a r s  

from one thousand one (1001) do l la rs  within four  (4) years 
t o  f i f t e e n  hundred (1500) do l la rs  

from f i f t e e n  hundred one (1501) :wi th in  f i v e  (5) years 
do1 1 ars t o  two thousand (2000) do1 l a r s  

from two thousand one (2001) do l lars  w i t h i n  s i x  (6) years 
t o  twenty-f i v e  hundred (2500) do1 l a r s  

twenty-f ive hundred one (2501) w i t h i n  seven (7) years from 
do l la rs  and above the date o f  the i n s t a l l a t i o n  

o f  the s ign 



The prescribed value o f  the r' ' shal l  be construed as that  value 
l i s t e d  upon the bu i ld ing  permit o f  the sign, and a l l  per;ods o f  
compliance as l i s t e d  above, sha l l  comcnce from the e i f e c t i v e  
date o f  t h i s  ordinance. For those signs erected p r i o r  t o  t h i s  
Ordinance without a bu i ld ing  permit, each such sign sha l l  he 
removed or  a bu i ld ing  permit obtained i n  compliance w i th  t h i s  
Ordinance, w i t h i n  s i x  (6)  months from the e f f ec t i ve  date o f  tbe  
Ordinance. 

12-14-10. REMOVAL OF SIGNS I N  VIOLATION 

The Administrator o r  h i s  designed sha l l  remove o r  cause t o  be 
removed a t  the Owner's o r  tenant's expense any s ign erected o r  
maintained i n  c o n f l i c t  w i th  these regulations i f  the Ouner 
o r  lessee o f  e i t h e r  the s i t e  o r  the s ign f a i l s  t o  correct  thc 
v i o l a t i o n  w i t h i n  30 days a f t e r  receiv ing w r i t t e n  no t i ce  o f  
v i o l a t i o n  from the Administrator o r  h i s  designee. Remwal o f  
a s ign  by the Administrator o r  h i s  dssignee sha l l  not  a f f e c t  
any proceedings i n s t i t u t e d  p r i o r  t o  removal o f  such sign. 



Section 3 

Additions t o  Article 17 

4-1. Sections 89, 90, 91, and 92, added iO Article 17 as follows: 

-, Ine to-:a1 r,ui;ber of srulre i'eet of f l oo r  s p x 2  within the 
exte r io r  walls of a b h i d i n g ,  not iccludirig space in  ce l lw:  
o r  ba sexn t s .  

FLOOR AREA RATIO 

A rnat::cr;.a:..i;~l rxpression dcterrxi:ied by di r iding the toea: f los?  
a r m  of 2 building by the  area of the l o t  on which i t  is :ocatna, 
a s  : 

Floor area 
.;.: Floor area ratio - . -- -- - - 

Lot di-23 

That cos t  t o  replace f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h  f a c i l i t i e s  o i  equal b c t  
no grea te r  capabi l i ty .  



Section 5 

Effective Date 

5-1 The effective date of th is  ordinance shall be from and a f t e r  i t s  passage 

and legal application, and i t s  provisf ons shall be i n  force thereafter. 

save those provisions which may, f rom time t o  time, be amended or  repealed. 

(~dopted  by the Board o f  Supervisors January 10, 1973. ) 


