
ZONING AMENDMENTS 

ORDINANCE NO. 31A-18 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 20 OF THE CODE OF THE COUNTY OF JAMES CITY, 

VIRGINIA, AND AMEND ARTICLES 7 ,  8A, AND 12, OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 

JAMES CITY COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF JAMES CITY COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 

PURSUANT TO SECTION 491, ARTICLE 8, AND 431, ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 11, TITLE 

15.1, CODE OF VIRGINIA OF 1950, AS AMENDED; AND SECTION 14, ARTICLE 1, 

CHAPTER 2 0 ,  CODE OF THE COUNTY OF JAMES CITY, VIRGINIA, AS FOLLOWS: 





SECTION I 

CODE AMENDED 

1- 1. Article 1, Chapter 20 is amended as follows: 

1-1-1 Section 2 is amended by deleting the following definitions: 

Sign 
Sign categories 
Sign structure 
Sign, temporary 

1- 2 Division 2, Article lV, Chapter 20 is amended as follows: 

1-2-1 Section 29 is amended by deleting the following: 

Business signs 
Church bulletin board and identification signs 
Directional signs 
Home occupation signs 
General advertising signs as defined, with a conditional use 

permit and in accordance with provisions contained herein; 
provided, that the distance between such signs is not less 
than one thousand feet on the same side of a right-of-way, 
but in no case shall a sign be closer than five hundre@ 
feet to another sign on either side of a right-of-way. 

Location Signs 

8-2-2 Section 34A1 is adopted as follows: 

Section 20-34A1. SIGN REGULATIONS 

To assure an appearance and condition which is consistent with the 
purposes of the A-1 General Agricultural District, outdoor signs on 
the properties within the district shall comply with the regulations 
for exterior signs in Article 12, Section 12-14 af the Zoning 
Ordinance, except that home occupation signs shall not exceed four 
(4) square feet in area directing attention to a product, commodity, 
or service available on the premises, but which product, commodity or 
serviae is clearly a secondary use of the dwelling. 

1- 3 Division 3, Article lV, Chapter 20 is amended as follows: 

1-3-1 Section 36 is amended by deleting the following: 

Business signs 
Church bulletin boards and identification signs 
Directional signs 
Home occupation signs 
General advertising signs as defined, with a conditional 

use permit and in accordance with provisions contained 
herein; provided, that the distance between such signs 



is not less than one thousand feet on the same side of 
a right-of-way, but in no case shall a sign be closer 
than five hundred feet to another sign on either side 
of a right-of-way. 

Location signs 

1-3-2 Section 41.1 is adopted as follows: 

Sec. 20-41.1 SIGN REGULATIONS 

To assure an appearance and condition which is consistent with- 
the purposes of the A-2 Limited Agricultural District, outdoor 
signs on the properties within the district shall comply with . 
the regulations for exterior signs in Article 12, Section 12-14 
of the Zoning Ordinance, except that home occupation signs shall 
not exceed four (4) square feet in area directing attention 
to a product, commodity or service available on the premises, 
but which product, commodity or service is clearly a secondary 
use of the dwelling. 

1-4 Division 4, Article IV, Chapter 20 is amended as follows: 

1-4-1 Section 43 is amended by deleting the following: 

Business signs only to advertise the sale or tent of the 
premises upon which erected 

Church bulletin boards and identification signs 

Directional signs, non-business 

1-4-2 Section 49.1 is adopted as follows: 

Sec. 20-49.1. SIGN REGULATIONS 

To assure an appearance and condition which is consistent with 
the purposes of the R-1 Limited Residential District, outdoor 
signs on the properties within the district shall comply with 
the regulations for exterior signs in Article 12, Section 12-14 
of the Zoning Ordinance, except home occupation signs shall 
not be permitted. 

1-5 Division 5, Article IV, Chapter 20 is amended as follows: 

1-5-1 Section 51 is amended by deletin,' the following: 

Business signs only to advertise the sale or rent of the 
premises upon which erected 

Church bulletin boards and identification signs 
Directional signs, non-business 



Section 57-1 is adopted as follows: 

Sec. 20-57.1. SIGN REGULATIONS 

To assure an appearance and condition which is consistent with 
the purposes of the R-2 Limited Residential District, outdoor 
signs on the properties within the district shall comply with 
the regulations for exterior signs in Article 12, Section 12-14 
of the Zoning Ordinance, except home occupation signs shall not 
be permitted. 

Division 6, Article IV, Chapter 20 is amended as follows: 

Section 59 is amended by deleting the following: 

Church bulletin boards and identification signs 
Directional signs 
Home occupation signs 

Section 65.1 is adopted as follows: 

Sec. 20-65.1. SIGN REGULATIONS 

To assure an appearance and condition which is consistent with 
the purposes of the R-3 General Residential District, outdoor 
signs on the properties within the district shall comply with 
the regulations for exterior signs in Article 12, Section 12-14 
of the Zoning Ordinance, except home occupation signs shall 
not exceed four (4) square feet in area directing attention to 
a product, commodity or service available on the premises but 
which product, commodity or service is clearly a secondary use 
of the dwelling. 

Division 8, Article IV, Chapter 20 is amended as follows: 

Section 82 is amended by deleting the following: 

Business signs 
General advertising signs 
Location signs 

Section 86.1 is adopted as follows: 

Sec. 20-86,1. SIGN REGULATIONS 

To assure an appearance and condition which is consistent with 
the purposes of the B-1 General Business District, outdoor 
signs on the properties within the district shall comply with 
the regulations for exterior signs in Article 12, Section 12-14 
of the Zoning Ordinance. 

Division 9, Article IV, Chapter 20 is amended as follows: 



1-8-1 Section 88 is amended by deleting the following: 

Business signs 
General advertising signs 
Location signs 

1-8-2 Section 94.1 is adopted as follows: 

Sec. 20-94.1. SIGN REGULATIONS 

To assure an appearance and condition which is consistent 
with the purposes of the M-1 Limited Industrial District, out- 
door signs on the properties within the district shall comply 
with the regulations for exterior signs in Article 12, 
Section 12-14 of the Zoning Ordinance. 

1-9 Division 10, Article IV, Chapter 20 is amended as follows: 

1-9-1 Section 96 is amended by deleting the following: 

Business signs 
General advertising signs 
Location signs 

1-9-2 Section 102.1 is adopted as follows: 

Sec. 20-102.1. SIGN REGULATIONS 

To assure an appearance and condition which is consistent 
with the purposes of the M-2 General Industrial District, 
outdoor signs on the properties within the district shall 
comply with the regulations for exterior signs in Article 12, 
Section 12-14 of the Zoning Ordinance. 



SECTION 2  

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDED 

Section 13, A r t i c l e  7, i s  adopted as fo l l ows :  

7-1 3. SIGN REGULATIONS 

To assure an appearance and cond i t i on  which i s  cons is ten t  
w i t h  the  purposes o f  the  R-4 Res ident ia l  Planned Community 
D i s t r i c t ,  outdoor s igns on the  p roper t i es  w i t h i n  the  d i s -  
t r i c t  s h a l l  comply w i t h  the  regu la t i ons  f o r  e x t e r i o r  s igns 
i n  A r t i c l e  12, Sect ion 12-14 o f  the  Zoning Ordinance, ex- 
cept  t h a t  unique s ign ing  systems may be approved by the  
S i t e  Plan Review Committee and the  Board o f  Supervisors 
where such s ign  systems c o n t r i b u t e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  the  
character  o f  t he  r e s i d e n t i a l  planned comnunity. However, 
i n  no case s h a l l  t he  s ign  square f o o t  s i ze  exceed the  
maximum al lowed i n  A r t i c l e  12, Sect ion 12-14 o f  the  Zoning 
Ordinance. Home occupat ion signs s h a l l  no t  be a l lowed i n  
the  r e s i d e n t i a l  planned community d i s t r i c t .  

Sect ion 9, A r t i c l e  8A, i s  F ,ended and readopted as fo l l ows :  

8A-9. S I G N  REGULATIONS 

To assure an appearance and cond i t i on  which i s  cons is ten t  
w i t h  t h e  purposes o f  the  T O U R I S T  ENTRY D I S T R I C T ,  outdoor 
s igns  on p rope r t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  comply w i t h  
t h e  regu la t i ons  f o r  e x t e r i o r  s igns i n  Sect ion 12-14. 

2-3 Sect ion 14, A r t i c l e  12, i s  amended and readopted as fo l l ows :  

12-14 REGULATIONS FOR EXTERIOR S I G N S  

12-74-1 D e f i n i t i o n s .  For the  purpose o f  t h i s  sect ion,  the  f o l l o w i n g  
d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms and words s h a l l  apply:  

( a )  m. A s t r u c t u r t ,  d i sp lay ,  o r  dev ice t h a t  i s  arranged, 
~n tended ,  designed, o r  used as an advert isement, announce- 
ment, i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  desc r ip t i on ,  o r  d i r e c t i o n .  

( b )  Gross Siqn Area. That area w i t h i n  a  l i n e  i nc l ud i ng  t h e  
ou te r  ex t r em i t i e s  o f  a1 1 l e t t e r s ,  f i gu res ,  characters,  
and de l i nea t ions ,  o r  w i t h i n  a  l i n e  i nc l ud i ng  the  outer  
e x t r e m i t i e s  o f  t he  framework o r  background o f  the  s ign  
whichever l i n e  inc ludes the  la rge r  area. The support 
f o r  t h e  s ign  background, whether i t  be columns, a  pglon, 



o r  a  b u i l d i n g  o r  p a r t  t he reo f ,  s h a l l  n o t  be i n c l u d e d  i n  
a  s i g n  area.  Only one s i d e  o f  a  double- faced s i g n  s h a i l  
be i nc luded  i n  a  computat ion o f  s i g n  area.  The area o f  
s i gns  w i t h  more chan two ( 2 )  faces s h a l l  be computed by 
m u l t i p l y i n g  one-half  t h e  per imete r  o f  one f a c e  by t h e  
h e i g h t  o f  che s i gn .  The area o f  a  c y l i n d r i c a l  s i g n  s h a l l  
be  computed by m u l t i p l y i n g  one-ha l f  o f  t h e  c i rcumference 
by t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  s i gn .  

( c )  Free  Standing S i q l l .  A Sign n o t  a t t ached  t o  o r  p a i n t e d  on 
a  b u i l d i n g ,  bu t  which i s  a f f i x e d  t o  t h e  ground. A s i g n  
a t t a c h e d  t o  a  1- lat  su r face  such as a  fence  o r  w a l l  n o t  a  
p a r t  o f  a  b u i l d i n g ,  s h a l l  be cons idered a f r e e  s tand ing  
s i gn .  

( d )  Double-faced Siqn. A s i g n  w i t h  two p a r a l l e l ,  o r  n e a r l y  
p a r a l l e l  faces ,  back t o  back, and l o c a t e d  n o t  more than 
24 inches f rom each o t h e r .  

( e )  F l a s h i n g  Siqn. An i l l u m i n a t e d  s i g n  on which t h e  a r t i f i -  
c i a l  or r e f l e c t e d  l i q h t  i s  n o t  ma in ta ined  s t a t i o n a r v  and 
cons tan t  i n  i n t e n s i t y  and c o l o r  a t  a l l  t imes  when i n  use. 
Any s i g n  which revo l ves  o r  moves, whether i l l u m i n a t e d  o r  
n o t ,  s h a l l  be cons idered a f l a s h i n g  s ign.  

F l a t  S i  n .  Any s i g n  a t tached  t o ,  and e rec ted  p a r a l l e l  t o  ( f )  d ace o f ,  or e rec ted  o r  p a i n t e d  on t h e  o u t s i d e  w a l l  o f  
a  b u i l d i n g  and supported throughout  i t s  l e n g t h  by such 
w a l l  o r  b u i l d i n g  and n o t  ex tend ing  more than 18 inches 
f r om t h e  b u i l d i n g  w a l l .  

( g )  l l l u m i n a t e d  Siqn. Any s i g n  designed t o  g i v e  f o r t h  
a r t i f i c i a l  l i g h t  o r  designed t o  r e f l e c t  l i g h t  f rom one 
o r  more sources o f  a r t i f i c i a l  l i q h t  e rec ted  f o r  t h e  Durpose - 
o f  p r o v i d i n g  l i g h t  f o r  t h e - s i g n .  

( h )  I n d i r e c t l y  I l l u m i n a t e d  Siqn. A s i g n  which does n o t  produce 
a r t i f i c i a l  l i g h t  f rom w i t h i n  i t s e l f  b u t  which i s  opaque 
and b a c k l i q h t e d  or i l l u m i n a t e d  by s p o t l i q h t s  o r  f l o o d l i a h t s  . . - 
n o t  a  p a r t - o f  o r  a t t ached  t o  t h e  s i g n  i t s e l f ,  o r  a  s i g n  
o f  t r a n s l u c e n t  non- t ransparent  m a t e r i a l  i l l l i m i n a t e d  f rom 
w i t h i n  b u t  w i t h  no exposed o r  e x t e r i o r  bu lbs,  tubes, or 
o t h e r  l i g h t  source. 

( i )  Mar uee S i  n. Any s i g n  a t t ached  t o  o r  hung f rom a  marquee. 
M o s e  o f  t h i s  A r t i c l e ,  a marquee i s  a covered 
s t r u c t u r e  p r o j e c t i n g  f rom and supportCd by a  b u i l d i n g  
w i t h  independent roof and d ra inage  p r o v i s i o n s  and which 
i s  e rec ted  over  a  doorway o r  doorways as p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
t h e  weather. 



( j )  P r o j e c t l n q  Siqn. ;4 s ign  >.+,9ich -is a t racned  t o  aod 
p r o j e c t s  more tt-arr !8 >:i:l-ges f rom r h e  face or a w a l l  
o f  a  bn i  i d i n g .  ine t e r n  p r o ~ e c t i n g  s i g ~  i nc ludes  a  
marquee s ign.  

12-14-2 A l l owab le  Contenr o r  S l q n 5  

I t  i s  t h e  i n t e n r  of t h i s  i ~ m ! t a t i o n  t o  p r o h i b i t  t h e  use o f  
e x t e r i o r  s igns  f o r  t h e  general  adver t isement  o f  p roduc ts ,  
s e r v i c e s  o r  o the r  m a t t e r s  hav ing no r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  premises 
upon which the)  a r e  p laced.  The contenr  o r  adv .e r t i s ing  mes- 
sage c a r r i e d  by s igns  h e r e a f t e r  e rec ted  s h a l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  
one o r  more o f  the  f o l l o w i n g :  

( a )  The l d e n t i f i c a t l o n  o f  b u i l d i n g  o r  i t s  owners o r  occupants 
o f  t h e  premises; 

( b )  I n fo rma t i on  concerq ing l aw fu l  a c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  premises, 
o r  goods or se rv i ces  o f f e r e d  i n  connec t ion  t h e r e w i t h ;  

( c )  I n fo rma t i on  corrcerqing t h e  sa le ,  r e n t a l  o r  lease  of t h e  
premi ses. 

( d )  Info l -mat ion on d i r e c t i o n a l  s igns  as p r e s c r i b e d  i n  Sec t i on  
12-14-3. 

12-14-3 A 1  lowable  Siqn Dimensions and Specia l Requ la t ions  

( a )  Each p r o p e r t y  having less  than  400 f e e t  o f  l o t  f r o n t a g e  
s h a l l  be p e r m i t t e d  one ( I )  f r e e  s tand ing  s ign ,  A l l  f r e e  
s t a n d i ~ g  s i gns  s h a l l  no t  exceed t h i r t y - t w o  (32 )  square 
f e e t  per f a c e  nor  an o v e r a l l  he igh t  o f  twenty  (20)  f e e t .  
I n d i v i d u a l  Businesses on t h e  same p r o p e r t y  s h a l l  combine 
s i g n s  on a  s i n g l e  s tandard and t h e  square foo tage  o f  t h e  
combined s igns  s h a l l  n o t  exceed t h i r t y - t w o  (32)  square 
f e e t  per  face.  

Shopping c e n t e r s  s k i 1  be p e r m i t t e d  one ( 1 )  f r e e  s tand ing  
s i g n  per major s t r e e t  f ron tage ,  except  t h a t  no more than  
two ( 2 )  f i e e  s tagd ing  s igns  w i l l  be p e r m i t t e d  f o r  each 
shopping c e n t e r .  A Free s tand ing  shopping cen te r  s i g n  
s h a l l  d i s p l a y  o n l y  t h e  shopping cen te r  name. I n d i v i d u a l  
shops and businesses i n  shopping c e n t e r s  may have b u i l d i n g  
f a c e  s i gns  as p rov ided  f o r  i n  Secr ion  12-14-3, ( c )  and 
( d ) ;  o r  spec ia l  l y  designed s i g n i n g  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  
o v e r a l l  development p l a n  f o r  t h e  shopping cen te r  and ap- 
p r o v a l  as a  pa r [  the reo f  by t h e  P lann ing Comnission. 

( b )  Each p r o p e r t y  hav ing i n  excess o f  400 f e e t  o f  l o r  f r o n t a g e  
s h a l l  be p e r m i t t e d  one a d d i t i o n a l  f r ee  s tand ing  s i g n  o f  
t h e  same s u e  a r d  h e i g h t  3 s  subparagraph ( a )  above. 



( c )  I n  zones where business o r  manufac tu r ing  i s  p e r m i t t e d  
a  b u i l d i n g  f ace  s i g n  s h a l l  a l s o  be pe rm i t t ed .  The 
a rea  devoted t o  such s ign  s h a l l  n o t  exceed t e n  (10)  
per  cen t  o f  t h e  area o f  t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  o f  t h e  f r o n t  
facade o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  Such s igns  s h a l l  be mounted 
f l a t  a g a i n s t  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

( d )  When t h e  same b u i l d i n g  faces o n t o  a  p u b l i c  r i g h t - o f -  
way o r  p a r k i n g  l o t  on t h e  rea r  o r  s i d e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  
an  a d d i t i o n a l  s i g n  may be e rec ted  a t  t h e  en t rance  on 
t h a t  s ide .  The area devoted t o  such a s i g n  s h a l l  n o t  
exceed t e n  (10)  per  cen t  o f  t h e  area o f  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  h e i g h t ,  and such s i g n  must 
be  mounted f l a t  a g a i n s t  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

( e )  Banners or f l a g s ,  used as s igns,  may be a l l owed  by per-  
m i t  p rov ided  t h a t  t h e  same a r e  i n s t a l l e d  i n  a  permanent 
f a s h i o n  and a remain ta ined  i n  good r e p a i r  a t  a l l  t imes.  

( f )  Signs on en t rance  marquees o r  canopies s h a l l  be a l lowed,  
p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  area o f  such s i gns  i f  c o n s t r u c t e d  
a l o n e  o r  i n  combinat ion w i t h  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  s igns,  does 
n o t  exceed t h e  maximum a l l o w a b l e  dimensions as s e t  f o r t h  
i n  i t e m  ( c )  above. 

( g )  I n  no case s h a l l  a  s i g n  be p e r m i t t e d  which w i l l  d e t r i -  
m e n t a l l y  a f f e c t  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  t r a v e l i n g  p u b l i c .  

( h )  D i r e c t i o n a l  s i gns  may be a l l owed  upon t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  o r  h i s  designee, t h a t  t h e  s i g n  
o r  s igns:  

( 1 )  a r e  necessary t o  t h e  t r a v e l i n g  p u b l i c  t o  l o c a t e  
d i s t i n c t i v e  p laces  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  
businesses, and res idences remote1 y 1 ocated and 
n o t  v i s i b l e  f rom t h e  s t a t e  p r imary  road  g i v i n g  
p r i n c i p a l  access t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y ;  and 

( 2 )  show o n l y  t h e  name, m i leage  and d i r e c t i o n ;  and 

( 3 )  a r e  a e s t h e t i c a l l y  compat ib le  i n  c o l o r ,  shape and 
s c a l e  w i t h  t h e  proposed area o f  l o c a t i o n .  

I f  determined necessary by t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  o r  h i s  
designee, each such p l a c e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  
res idence  o r  business m y  be a l l owed  t h r e e  ( 3 )  d i r e c t -  
i o n a l  s igns.  

S ign s i z e  and l o c a t i o n  s h a l l  be determined i n  accordance 
w i t h  t h e  c r i t e r i a  below: 



Road Along Min .  Distance From Max. Sign Size Max. S ign Size 
Which Sign is I n t e r s e c t i o n  Where' Under 25 ft, from Over 2 5 f t  .from 
t o  be Placed S i g n  may be Placed Road Right-of-way Fead Righk&VJay 

I n t e r s t a t e  & 1000 F t .  
Primary 

Secondary 100 Ft .  

1 2-1 424 -ing signs a r e  exempted from the  p rov is ions  o f  there  
r egu la t i ons  and may be erected o r  constructed w i thou t  a permi t  
bu t  i n  accordance w i t h  t he  s t r u c t u r a l  and safety requi 
o f  t he  b u i l d i n g  code. 

O f f i c i a l  t r a f f i c  signs, h i s t o r i c a l  markers, p rov i  
warning s igns o r  s ign  s t ruc tu res  when erected o r  
t o  be erected by a governmental agency, and tempo 
s igns i n d i c a t i n g  danger. 

r emen t s 

s iona l  
requi  red  
r a r y  

Signs author ized by t he  State Highway Department t o  be 
p laced on a highway right-of-way. 

Changing o f  t he  copy on a b u l l e t i n  board, post 
o r  d isp lay  encasement. 

Temporary non- i l luminated signs, no t  more than 
square i n  area, adve r t i s i ng  rea l  es ta te  f o r  sa 
and located on the  premises, one such s ign  f o r  
f rontage.  

e r  board, 

s i x  f e e t  
l e  o r  lease 
each s t r e e t  

Temporary non- i l luminated s igns not  more than ten  square 
f e e t  i n  area, erected i n  connection w i t h  new cons t ruc t ion  
work and d isp layed on the  premises dur ing  such t ime as the  
ac tua l  cons t ruc t ion  work i s  i n  progress, one such s ign  f o r  
each s t r e e t  f rontage.  

Nan-i l luminated signs warning trespassers or  announcing 
p roper ty  as posted, no t  t o  exceed four  ( 4 )  f e e t  per s ign.  

Sign on a t ruck ,  bus or  other  veh ic le ,  wh i l e  i n  use i n  a 
normal course o f  business. This sec t ion  should not  be 
i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  permit  park ing  f o r  d i sp lay  purposes o f  
a v e h i c l e  t o  which s igns a re  at tached i n  a d i s t r i c t  
where such signs a re  not  permit ted. 

Mailboxes and s i m i l a r l y  located signs i d e n t i f y i n g  a 
p r i v a t e  residence. 



12-14-5. P roh ib i ted  Siqns. The f o l l ow ing  sings s h a l l  be 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  p rbh ib i ted :  

. i .  . r  
. * : .  

( a )  Flashing, animated, and r o t a t i n g  signs o r  $ppur-.' 
tenances t o  s igns which a re  non-stat ionary.  

( b )  Displays i n t e r m i t t e n t  l i g h t s  resembling or  seeming 
t o  resemble the  f l ash ing  l i g h t s  customar i ly  associated 
w i t h  danger o f  such as a re  customar i ly  used by p o l i c e , '  
f i r e ,  o r  ambulance veh ic les  or  f o r  nav igat ion  purposes. 

( c )  Signs so located and so i l l um ina ted  as t o  prov ide  a 
background or  co lored l i g h t s  b lending w i t h  t r a f f i c  
s igna l  l i g h t s  t o  the  extent  o f  confusing a mo to r i s t  
when viewed from normal approach p o s i t i o n  o f  a 
v e h i c l e  a t  a  d is tance o f  25 t o  300 fee t .  

( d )  Signs which a re  not  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  the  b u i l d i n g  
design but  fastened t o  and supported by o r  on t he  
roo f  o f  a  b u i l d i n g  or  p r o j e c t i n g  over o r  above the  
roo f  l i n e  o r  parapet wa l l  o f  a  bu i l d ing .  

( e )  Signs, po r t ab le  or  otherwise, placed o r  located t o  
c o n f l i c t  w i t h  the  v i s i o n  clearance o r  other  requ i re-  
ments o f  abp l i cab le  t r a f f i c  ordinances. 

( f )  Signs at tached t o  trees, u t i l i t y  poles, o r  other  
unapproved support ing s t ruc tu re .  

12-14-6. Temporary Siqns 

The Admin is t ra tor  o r  h i s  designee, upon a p p l i c a t i o n  
may issue temporary permi ts  f o r  t he  f o l l ow ing  signs 
and d isp lays  f o r  a pe r iod  o f  no t  exceeding 30 days, 
when i n  h i s  op in ion  the  use o f  such signs and d is -  
p lays  would be i n  t he  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  and would not  
r e s u l t  i n  damage t o  p r i v a t e  proper ty .  

( a )  Signs o f  no t  more than 32 square f e e t  adve r t i s i ng  a 
specia l  c i v i c  o r  c u l t u r a l  event such as a f a i r  o r  
expos i t ion ,  play,  concert  o r  meeting, sponsored by 
a governmental o r  c h a r i t a b l e  organ iza t ion .  

( b )  Special decora t ive  d isp lays  used f o r  hol idays,  p u b l i c  
demonstratf6ns, o r  promotion f o r  non-par t is in  c i v i c  
purposes. 

12-1 4-7 Procedures. The f o l l o w i n g  regu la t ions  apply  genera l ly  t o  
a l l  s igns and a r e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  regu la t ions  contained 
elsewhere i n  t h i s  Ordinance. 

( a )  Permits. No sign, unless here in  excepted, sha l l  be 
erected, constructed, posted, painted, a l te red ,  
maintained, o r  relocated, except as prov ided i n  t h i s  
A r t i c l e  and i n  these regu la t ions ,  u n t i l '  a  permi t  has 



been issued by t h e  A d m i q i s t r a t o r  o r  h i s  designee. 
Be fo re  any pe rm i t  i s  issued, an a p p l i c a t i o n  espe- 
c i a l l y  p rov ided  by t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o r  h i s  designee 
s h a l l  be f i l e d ,  toge ther  w i t h  three se ts  o f  drawings 
and/or s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  (one t o  be r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t )  as  r a y  be necessary t o  f u l l y  adv i se  and 
acqua in t  t b e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o r  h i s  deslgnee w i t h  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  i n  r e l a t ~ o n  t o  ad jacen t  b u i l d i n g s ,  con- 
s t r u c t i o n ,  m a t e r i a l s ,  manner o f  i l l u m i n a t i n g  and/or 
secu r i ng  o r  f a s t e n i n g ,  and number o f  s i gns  a p p l i e d  
fo r ,  and t h e  word ing o f  t h e  s i g n  o r  adver t isement  t o  
be c a r r i e d  on t h e  s ign ,  Each s i g n  for  which a  p e r m i t  
i s  i ssued  s h a l l  be inspected by t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r  
o f  James C i t y  County t o  i n s u r e  compl iance w i t h  a p p l i -  
c a b l e  codes, 

( b )  E l e c t r i c a l  Permi t .  A l l  s igns  which a r e  e l e c t r i c a l l y  
i l l u m i n a t e d  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  a  separate  e l e c t r i c a l  pe rm i t  
and an i n s p e c t i o n .  

( c )  Permi t  Time L i m i t .  A l l  s i gns  s h a l l  be e rec ted  on o r  
b e f o r e  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  s i x  ( 6 )  months f r om t h e  d a t e  
o f  issuance o f  t h e  ~ e r m i t :  o therw ise .  t h e  ~ e r m i t  s h a l l  
become nu1 1 and v o i d  and a new shal ' l  be requ i red .  

( d )  Permi t  Number, Each s i g n  r e q u i r i n g  a  p e r m i t  s h a l l  be 
c l e a r l y  marked w i t h  t h e  permf t  number and t h e  name o f  
t h e  person o r  f i r m  p l a c i n g  t h e  s i g n  o f  t h e  premises. 

( e l  Fees Required. For a l l  s i g n  pe rm i t s  requ i red ,  a  f e e  o f  
$1.00 Der sauare f o o t  o f  s u r f a c e  area s h a l l  be chanaed 
t o  cover t h d  c o s t  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  Area s h a l l  be- 
computed i n  accordance w i t h  Sec t ion  12-14-1 ( b )  Gross 
Sign Area, 

12-1 4-8 Non-conformfnq Siqns, 

Any s i g n  e x i s t i n g  p r i o r  t o  adop t i on  o f  t h i s  Ordinance, and 
n o t  conforming t o  t h e  terms o f  t h i s  Ordinance, i s  hereby 
d e c l a r e d  a  non-conforming s i g n  and may n o t  be a l t e r e d ,  r e -  
worded, o r  rep laced  un less  s a i d  s i g n  conforms t o  t h e  r e -  
qu i rements  o f  t h e  Ordinance. Upon t h e  cessa t i on  o r  termina-  
t i o n  o f  p a r t ~ c u l a r  use on a  pa rce l  o f  r e a l  p r o p e r t y ,  t h e  
owner t h e r e o f  s h a l l  w i t h i n  n i n e t y  (90)  days o f  s a l d  c e s s a t i o n  
o r  t e r m i n a t i o n  remove a l l  non-conforming s igns .  I f  t h e  owner 
s h a l l  f a l l  t o  comply w i t h  t h i s  requirement then  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  
s h a l l  be g i v e n  by the  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  t o  t h e  owner a d v i s i n g  o f  
t h e  v i o l a t i o n ,  If such s igns  a r e  then  n o t  removed w f t h i n  t en  
(10 )  days, t h e  Adm+n is t ra to r  s h a l l  cause such removal and 
charge t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  o m e r  o f  t h e  premises. 

12-14-9 Conformance. 

E x i s t i n g  a d v e r t i s i n g  bus iness o r  l o c a t l o n  s fgns  i n  d i s t r i c t s  



where A r t i c l e  12-14 app l ies  sha l l  be brought i n t o  conformi ty  
w i t h  t h e  regu la t ions  here in  es tab l ished i n  accordance w i t h  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  schedule: 

Value 'of  Siqn Period o f  Compliance 

Less than th ree thousand (3000) w i t h i n  two (2 )  years from 
do1 l a r s  the  e f f e c t i v e  date  o f  t h i s  

Ordinance 

From th ree  thousand one (3001) w i t h i n  th ree  (3 )  years from 
d o l l a r s  t o  s i x  thousand (6000) t h e  e f f e c t i v e  date o f  t h i s  
do1 l a r s  Ordinance 

From s i x  thousand one (6001) w i t h i n  fou r  ( 4 )  years from 
do1 l a r s  t o  f i f t e e n  thousand t h e  e f f e c t i v e  date o f  t h i s  
(15,000) d o l l a r s  Ordinance 

F i f t e e n  thousand one (15,001) w i t h i n  f i v e  ( 5 )  years from 
d o l l a r s  o r  more the  e f f e c t i v e  date o f  t h i s  

Ordinance. 

The prescr ibed value o f  the  s ign  sha l l  be construed as t h a t  
va lue  l i s t e d  upon the  b u i l d i n g  permi t  o f  the  sign, i f  one 
ex i s t s ,  o r  on the  Admin is t ra to r ' s  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  and a l l  per iods 
o f  compliance as l i s t e d  above sha l l  comnence from t h e  e f f e c t i v e  
date  o f  t h i s  Ordinance. Wi th in  s i x  ( 6 )  months from t h e  
e f f e c t i v e  date o f  t h i s  Ordinance, those s igns erected p r i o r  
t o  the  adopt ion o f  t h i s  Ordinance wi thout  a  b u i l d i n g  permi t  
s h a l l  be removed o r  an a p p l i c a t i o n  sha l l  be submitted t o  the  
Admin is t ra tor ,  o r  h i s  designee, f o r  the  purpose o f  c e r t i f y i n g  
the  s ign  value and date  o f  const ruc t ion .  

12-14-10 REMOVAL OF S I G N S  I N  VIOLATION 

The Admin is t ra tor  o r  h i s  designee sha l l  remove o r  cause t o  be 
removed a t  the  owner's o r  tenan t ' s  expense any s ign  erected 
o r  maintained i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  these regu la t i on  i f  the  owner 
o r  lessee o f  e i t h e r  the  s i t e  o r  the  s ign  f a i l s  t o  co r rec t  the  
v i o l a t i o n  w i t h i n  30 days a f t e r  rece iv ing  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  o f  
v i o l a t i o n  from the Adminis t rator  o r  h i s  designee. Removal 
o f  a s ign  by the  Adminis t rator  or h i s  designee sha l l  no t  
a f f e c t  any proceedings i n s t i t u t e d  p r i o r  t o  removal o f  such 
s ign.  



SECTION 3 

EFFECT l VE DATE 

3- 1 The e f f e c t i v e  date o f  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be from and 

a f t e r  i t s  passage and lega l  app l i ca t ion ,  and i t s  p rov is ions  

s h a l l  be i n  f o r ce  the rea f te r ,  save those p rov is ions  which 

may, from t ime t o  time, be amended and repealed. 

Adopted by t he  Board o f  Supervisors o f  James C i t y  County, 

V i r g i n i a ,  on September 21, 1973. 




