
!Li OiClIIG'LiCE TO R E ? X  GLLWER 4, BUILDINGS, OF TriE CODE OF TdE COmN OF Jil\!E: 
CITY, VLIlGINIA, A:W TO REORDAIN THE W T E R  AS CHAPTER 4 ,  BUILDING RE(XL\TIO.!<S, 
BY IWOI'TING THE VIRGINIA UNIF3I&V ST.4F.WIDE BUILDIXG C O X  W I T t I  CERTAIN r0END- 
FELTS, DFETIONS A\D .NJDITIONS THERETO. 

BE I T  ORDAI?TfI:D hy thc: Board of Supervisors of the County of James City tha t  
L Chapter 4, Buildings, of the Codc of the County of James City be and the same 

is ,  hereby, repealed ar,d the same i s ,  hereby, reordained a s  Chapter 4 ,  Buildin: 
Regulations, by adopting the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code with cer- 
t a i n  arnendnents, deletions and additions thereto,  a s  folloris: 

CHWER 4 

BUILDING EGULATIONS 

Art ic le  I .  Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code. 1. 

Division 1. Generally. 

Section 4-1. Purpose of Art ic le .  

In order t o  preserve and secure the  health,  sa fe ty  and +enera1 xe l fare  of 
the c i t izens  of the  County and t o  assure the proper construction, a l t e ra t ion ,  
addition, repa i r ,  removal, demolition, use, location, occupancy and maintenance 
of a l l  buildings and s t ructures  and t h e i r  service equipment within the County, 
the enactment of t h i s  a r t i c l e  is deemed necessary. 

Section 4-2. Conflict of Art ic le  With Certain Ordinances. 

Ordinances or  par t s  thereof i n  force a t  the time t h i s  a r t i c l e  s h a l l  take 
ef fec t  and inconsistent rrith t h i s  a r t i c l e  a re  hereby repealed; provided, hweve 
t h a t  Chapter 20, Zoning, of t h i s  Code s h a l l  i n  no way be nu l l i f i ed  by the pro- 
visions of t h i s  a r t i c l e  except a s  may be spec i f ica l ly  required by the provision 
of the  Virginia Uniforn Statewide Building Code a s  hereinafter adopted. 

Section 4-3. Adoption; Admendmmts. 

There is hereby adopted by reference i n  the  Co~mty of James City tha t  ccr 
t a i n  code known as  the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code'and including 
the  1974 Accunlulative Supplement thereto,  and the whole thereof and the  same i s  
hereby incorporated herein as  f u l l y  a s  i f  s e t  out i n  length. Tne provisions of 
sa id  Code s h a l l  take e f fec t  on September 9,  1974, and s h a l l  control a l l  pat- 
t e r s  conccming the construction, a l te ra t ion ,  addition, repair ,  removal, demo- 
l i t i o n ,  w e ,  location, occupancy and maintenance of a l l  buildings, and a l l o t h e :  
functions which pertain t o  the ins t a l l a t ion  of systems v i t a l  t o  a l l  buildings 
and s t ructures  and t h e i r  service equipment a s  defined by sa id  Code, and s h a l l  
apply to  a11 exis t ing and proposed buildings or  s t ructures  i n  the Co~mty of 
.James City,  provided tha t  cer ta in  sections and subsections of said Code s r e  
anmnded as f o l l o ~ s  : 

4. BOCA Basic Building Code/1970 

1. hkerever the parenthetical phrase "name of mlmicipality" s h a l l  be 
found, the work "County of James City" s h a l l  be subst i tuted 
therefor.  

':is t o  establishment and mandatory application of the Yirginia Uniform 
Statexide Building Codes, see.Code of Virginia, 1950, as  mended, Chapter 36. 



2 .  Wherever the  parenthetical phrase "date of adoption of t h i s  code" 
s h a l l  be found, the  xords and numbers "September 1, 1974" s h a l l  
be subst i tuted therefor .  

3. Add the Eolloriing i n  Section 201, as  amended, a f t e r  the def in i t ion  
of Municipality, County of James City. 

B.  BOM Basic k c h a n i c a l  Code/1971. 

1. ISherever the  parenthet ical  phrase "name of  municipality" sha l l  be 
found, t he  words "County of James City" sha l l  be subst i tuted 
therefor.  

2. \ 'herever the  parenthetical  phrase "date of adoption of t h i s  code" 
s h a l l  be found, the  words and numbers "September 1, 1974" s h a l l  
be subs t i tu ted  therefor.  

3. The term "administrative a ~ ~ t h o r i t y "  defined i n  Section M-201.0 
a d  wherever e l s e  found s h a l l  be taken t o  mean the Building Offi-  
c i a l .  

C. BOG4 Basic Plumbing Code/1970. 

1. The words and nmbers "September 1, 1974" s h a l l  be inser ted i n  
the  space provided i n  Section P-102.0. 

2. The term "administrative authority" defined i n  Section P-201.0 
and wherever e l s e  found s h a l l  be taken t o  mean the Building O f f i -  
c i a l .  

D. One and Two Family Ihe l l i ng  Code/1971. 

1. Table No. 2-A i n  Section R-202 is amended by adding the following 
underlined words and numbers under each of the column headings as 
f o l l o ~ ~ s  : 

Roof Live Load lbs .  per  sq. f t .  - 20 
Roof Snow Load lbs .  per sq. f t .  - 10 
Wind Velocity i n  lbs .  per sq. f t .  25 
Seisimic Condition by Zone T - 
Subject t o  damage from: 

~ r & t  l i n e  depth Yes - 8 inches 
Subject t o  damage from: 

Termite Yes - 
Decay Yes - 

E. National E lec t r i ca l  Code 1971 and E lec t r i ca l  Code f o r  One and lho 
Family Ihe l l i ngs  . 
1. The term "administrative authority" contained i n  Ar t ic le  90-7 and 

wherever e l s e  found s h a l l  be taken t o  mean the Building Off ic ia l .  

Section 4-4.  \$'hen and Where Copies Kay Be Obtained. 

Copies of the  Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code a r e  avai lable  t o  
nembers of the  publ ic  m the of f ice  of the  S t a t e  Board of Housing i n  accordance 
i i i th  Section 36-101, Code of Virginia,  1950, a s  amended. Copies of t he  publi- 
cat ions  adopted herein s h a l l  be offered f o r  s a l e  when avai lable  a t  t he  Depart- 
ment of Building Inspection during regular business hours. 



Division 2 .  F i re  D i s t r i c t s .  

Sect ion 4- 5. Establishment. 

In  accordance with the provisions of Section 301.0 of the EOCA Basic 
Bui.lding Code adopted herein,  there are  hereby estahlished lirrkting d i s t r i c t s  
desi&=ated F i re  D i s t r i c t  No. l and Outside F i re  L i m i t s  within the ju r i sd ic t iona l  
boimdaries of the County. 

Section 4-6. F i r e  D i s t r i c t  No. 1; L i m i t s  

The l i m i t s  of F i re  D i s t r i c t  Xo. L a re  described as a l l  land contamed 
within rhose areas desigpated as  Business, General, D i s t r i c t  B - 1 ;  Business, 
Tourist  Entry D i s t r i c t ,  B-2; Indus t r ia l ,  Limited, D i s t r i c t  h1-1 and Indus t r ia l ,  
General, D i s t r i c t  >I-2 ,  as established in Clapter 20, Zoning, of t h i s  code. 

Section 4-7. Outside Fj.re L i m i t s .  

A l l  land within t he  ju r i sd ic t iona l  boundaries of the  County except tha t  
land contained i n  F i r e  D i s t r i c t  h'o. 1. 

Division 3. Administration. 

Section 4-8. P e ~ m i t  Fees. 

Perni t  fees  a r e  hereby established i n  accordance with the provisions of 
Section 118.0, as  amended, of the  Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code, as  
folloiis : 

A. Building Permits. 

1. The minimum fee f o r  ?in)- building permit sha l l  be $4.00. 

2. For the construction of any building o r  addit ion thereto wherethe 
f l oo r  area  is increased, and f o r  the i n s t a l l a t i o n  o r  erect ion of 
any i n d ~ ~ s t r a l i z e d  building u n i t ,  the fee  sha l l  be based on the 
f l oo r  area  t o  be constructed as computed from exter ior  building 
dimensions a t  each f loor .  As t o  aiiy r e s iden t i a l  building, any 
enclosed carport ,  porch o r  stoop \\;hen b u i l t  in conjunction wit!-. 
and a t  the same time as  the dwelling, sha l l  be excluded f ron  the 
square footage computation. The fee  s h a l l  be a t  the  r a t e  of 
$0.04 per  square foot of f l oo r  area  f o r  the  f i r s t  2,000 square 
f e e t ,  $0.03 per  square foot f o r  addit ional f l oo r  area  f ron  2,001 
t o  30,000 square f e e t ,  and $0.02 per  square foot  f o r  a l l  other 
a&litional f l oo r  area i n  excess of 30,000 square f ee t .  

3. For the  a l t e r a t ion  or  repa i r  of any building o r  s t ruc ture ,  o r  f o r  
the  construction o r  erect ion of p i e r s ,  bulkheads, ex te r ior  walls 
o r  fences, towers, swimming pools, o r  other s t ruc tures  o r  t h i n p ,  
the fee  s h a l l  be a t  t ! ~  r a t e  of four-tenths of one percent of t he  
current value of a11 service,  labor and materials.  

4. For the demolition o r  razing of any building o r  s t ruc ture  having 
a f l oo r  area greater  than 250 s ipare  Eeet the  fee  sha l l  be  $5.00. 
No fee  s h a l l  be charged f o r  a pern i t  t o  raze a building i i i th  a 
f l oo r  area  of 250 s q u x c  f ee t  o r  l ess .  

5. For the  erect ion,  placement o r  removal of a building o r  s t ruc turq  
i n  p a r t  o r  i n  whole from one locat ion t o  another, o r  i n  o r  out o i  
the  c i t y ,  o r  t o  a ne\i location izithin the sane l o t  o r  parcel  of 
l'and, the fee sha l l  bc a t  the r a t e  of three cents  ($0.05) per  
square foot of gross f loor  area.  



6 .  For m y  reinspection thc fee sha l l  be $4.00. 

A .  Plinnbing Perinits. 

1. 'fi.e ii!inimxn fee fo r  any plumbing pern i t  sha l l  be SJ.00. 

2 .  For the ins ta l la t ion  of each plumbing f ixture the Eee sha l l  be 
$2.00. 

3. For the ins ta l la t ion  of the water d is t r ibut ion  system i n  each 
building the fee  sha l l  he $2.00. 

4.  For the connection of any building drain t o  a public or  pr ivate  
s a n i t a v  sercage disposal system t!le fee sha l l  be $2.00. 

C. Electr ical  Permits. 

1. The minimum fee for  any e l ec t r i ca l  permit sha l l  be $4.00. 

2 .  For the ins t a l l a t ion  o f e a c h  e l e c t r i c a l  service panel i n  new con-;  
s t ruc t ion  the  fee  sha l l  be determined from the rated s i z e  of the 
panel i n  q e r e s  as follows: 

30-60 amps - $10.00 
100 amps - $15.00 
150 amps - $20.00 
200 amps - $25.00 

Over 200 amps - $25.00 plus $5.00 f o r  each additional ! 
50 amperes or  f ract ion thereof., 

3. For increasing the  s i z e  of the e l e c t r i c a l  service to  any buildin:' 
o r  s t ruc ture ,  the fee  s h a l l  be $15.00 f o r  service up t o  and in- 
cliiding 200 amperes o r  $15.00 plus $5.00 f o r  each 50 amperes or  
f rac t ion  thereof over 200 amperes. 

4. For the  addition t o  any exis t ing e l e c t r i c a l  ins ta l la t ion  the fee  1 
s h a l l  be based on the number of ou t l e t s  t o  be ins ta l led  a t  the  ' 

followin: r a t e s  : 

1-25 out le t s  - $ 4.00 
26-50 out le t s  - $ 8.00 
51-100 ou t l e t s  - $12.00 
101-200 out le t s  - $16.00 
over 200 out le t s  - $16.00 plus $0.05 f o r  each 

out le t  over 200. 

5. For the ins t a l l a t ion  of fixed appliances and/or associated elec- i 
t r i c a l  connections o r  ou t l e t s  the  fee  s h a l l  be $1.00 fo r  each 
e l e c t r i c  range, range top, oven, water heater,  dishwasher, gar- I 
bage disposal,  furnace, clothes dryer, baseboard heating u m t ,  o r :  
exhaust fan. j 

D. Nechanical Permits. I 

1. The minimum fee  fo r  any mechanical permit sha l l  be $10.00 with 
the exception tha t  the  fee  fo r  the  ins t a l l a t ion  of additional gas 
ou t l e t s  t o  an exis t ing gas piping system sha l l  be S4.00 plus 
$2.00 fo r  each additional ou t l e t  over two. 

2.  For the ins t a l l a t ion  or  replacement of mechanical systems o r  
equipment the fee  s h a l l  be a t  the r a t e  of two tenths of one per- 
cent of the current value of a l l  service,  labor, raterials , and 
equipment. 



1. For the erect ion,  al t6ratioii  o r  repa i r  of any s ign o r  outdoor ad- 
vertisin:: display the fee  sha l l  be one do l la r  ($1.00) per  square 
foot of surface area.  A ~ c a  s h a l l  be computed in. accordance with 
the Zoning Ordinance, Section 2 2 - 1 1 - 1  (h ) ,  Cross S i p  Area. 

Section 4-9. Refund of Permit Fees; Ser\-i.ce Charge. 

The Building Off ic ia l  s h a l l  authorize the -~wfu.tding of any permit f ee  upon 
appl icat ion by the person o r  coqora t ion  who pair1 silch fee  under the following 
conditions: 

A. If the ~vork authorized by the permit has not been s ta r ted  and no in-  
spections have besn madc, the p e m i t  fee l e s s  a service charge of 
$5.00 s h a l l  be refunded. 

B. I f  the  ~i.ork authorized by the permit has been s t a r t ed  and inspections 
have been made, the permit f e e  l e s s  a service  and inspection charge 
of $10.00 s h a l l  be refunded, unless the pennit f ee  is $ l O . O F  o r  l e s s  
i n  which case no refund sha l l  be made. 

C. No permit fee  of a value of $5.00 o r  l e s s  s h a l l  be refunded. 

Section 4-10. E~enpt ion  From Pennit Fee. 

Were the owner of any premises is the  United S ta t e s  of America, t he  Com- 
mon~\.ealth of Virginia,  the  County of James City, o r  i n s tnmen ta l i t i e s  thereof ,  

, the  payment of any permit fee established in Section 4-8 is hereby waived. 

I 

ARTICLE I1 - SWPElE\TARY REGULATIONS 

Section 4-11. Ordinary Repairs and Ninor Construction; Limitations. 

A. The exemption of ordinar).. repairs  from the building permit require- 
ment contained in  Section 103 and 113 of the  Building Code sha l l  per- 
t a i n  only t o  the omer  of any building o r  premises and s h a l l  not 
apply t o  any contractor o r  sub-contractor engaged by the owner t o  
perform such repairs .  

B. The replacement of more than 25 percent of any roofing o r  s iding on 
any building s h a l l  not be considered as  ordinaly repalrs.  

Section 4-12. Minor Construction; Exempt from Guilding Permit Requirement. 

Minor construction,  the cost  of hhich is $200.00 o r  l e s s ,  sha l l  be exempt 
fron the permit requirezents of Section 113 of the Building Code. Such exeinp- 
tior! s h a l l  not however haire the e f f ec t  of waiving any working s t resses  o r  f i r e  
r e s i s t i ve  requirements spec i f ica l ly  covered i n  the Building Code o r  v io la t ing  
accepted engineering prac t ice  involving public sa fe ty .  

Section 4-13. Authority t o  Connect Building t o  a Supply of E lec t r i c i t y  o r  Gas. 

I t  s h a l l  be unlawful for  any public u t i l i t y  company holding a franchise 
granted by the Cou~ ty  t o  furnish e l e c t r i c i t y  o r  gas t o  make o r  permit t o  be made 
'any connections with i t s  e l e c t r i c  or  gas supply l ines  t o  any building unless 
such e l e c t r i c a l  o r  93s piping in s t a l l a t i on  i n  such buildi.ng has been inspected 
and a Cer t i f ica te  of Inspection has been issued. 



Section 4-14. Discorinectiun of a Supply of Elec t r ic i ty  or  Gas; Authority. 

A. In case of f i r e ,  natural  d isas te r ,  o r  other emergency the Building 
Off ic ia l  o r  h i s  authorized representative,  or  any o f f i ce r  of the Div- 
i s ion  of Police o r  Division of Fire  sha l l  have the authority t o  order 
a public u t i l i t y  conpany to  disconnect i ts  e l e c t r i c  or  gas supply 
l ines  t o  any building or  premises. 

14. I f  any exis t ing e l e c t r i c a l  wiring o r  equipment i n  or  upon m y  building 
o r  premises i n  the  County is found hazardous, defective,  or  unsafe by 
any e l e c t r i c a l  inspector he sha l l  give a m i t t e n  notice t o  the prop- 
e r t y  omer  enumerating the deficiencies and s t a t ing  thc time allowed 
t o  correct  the e l ec t r i ca l  system. i f  upon reinspection a t  the end of 
the s ta ted  time period thii e l ec t r i ca l  system has not been corrected, 
the e l e c t r i c a l  inspector sha l l  order the e l e c t r i c a l  semice  t o  be d is -  
connected under the axthority contained i n  t h i s  section. Such order 
sha l l  not bar any prosecution fo r  f a i l i ng  t o  comply with a lawful or- 
der to  correct the e l ec t r i ca l  system. Should the e l ec t r i ca l  service 
be disconnected pursuant to  t h i s  section, the  owner sha l l  have such 
e l e c t r i c a l  system inspected pr ior  t o  the power being reconnected. 

C. I f  any exis t ing consumer's gas piping or  gas burning equipment i n  o r  
upcn any building o r  premises i n  the County i s  found hazardous, de- 
fec t ive ,  o r  unsafe by any mechanical inspector he sha l l  give a w r i t t e n  
notice t o  the property owner enumerating the  deficiencies and s t a t ing  
the time allowed t o  correct the  gas system. I f  upon reinspection at 
the end of the s ta ted  time period the gas system has not been cor- 
rected, the mechanical inspector s h a l l  order the  gas service t o  be 
disconnected under the authority contained in t h i s  section. Such 
order s h a l l  not bar any prosecution f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  comply with a law- 
f u l  order t o  correct  the gas system. Should the gas service be d is -  
connected pursuant t o  t h i s  section, the owner s h a l l  haxre such gas 
system inspected p r io r  t o  the gas service being reconnected. 

Section 4-15. Public U t i l i t y  to  Disconnect Premises on Order. 

I t  s h a l l  be the duty of the public u t i l i t y  company holding a franchise 
granted by the County t o  disconnect any building o r  premises from its e l e c t r i -  
c a l  o r  gas supply l ines  upon an order issued under the provisions of  Section 
4-14 of t h i s  chapter. I t  s h a l l  be the fur ther  duty of such company t o  have a 
competent employee on duty a t  a l l  times who s h a l l  promptly proceed t o  disconnect 
e l e c t r i c a l  o r  gas services upon issuance of such order. 

Section 4-16. Gas Shut-off Valves; Waiver on Location. 

The location of the  outside gas shut-off valve required i n  Section 1129.5 
of the  BOCA Basic Building Code may be varied by the Director of Public Works 
due t o  unusual conditions. Such waiver sha l l  be in wri t ten form and s h a l l  be 
given t o  the  public u t i l i t y  supplying gas service and t o  the Chief of the  Div- 
i s ion  of Fire.  

Section 4-17. Signs Overhanging Public Right-of-Way; Liabi l i ty  Insurance 
Required. 

I t  s h a l l  be unlawful f o r  any person t o  e rec t  o r  maintain any sign over- 
hanging any sidewalk, s t r e e t ,  o r  other public right-of-way unless he sha l l  f i l e  
and maintain with the Building Off ic ia l  evidence of public l i a b i l i t y  insurance 
covering the existence of such sign. Such insurance s h a l l  have l i a b i l i t y  limits 
fo r  bodily injury not l e s s  than $100,000 f o r  each person, $200,000 f o r  each 
accident, and $25,000 fo r  property damage and s h a l l  indemnify and save hamless  
the County, a s  an additionally insured party,  from any and a l l  damages, judge- 
ments, costs or  expense from which the County may incur o r  suf fer  by reason of 
granting a permit i n  connection with the erection, a l t e ra t ion ,  maintenance, re- 
pa i r ,  removal, o r  existence of such sign. I t  s h a l l  be the duty of the  omer  of 
any premises upon which such sign is located t o  not i fy  the Building Off ic ia l  of 
any change, expiration, renewal, or  claim tha t  s h a l l  occur with respect t o  such 
insurance. 



Section 11-18. Public l i t i l i t y  Company; Elec t r ica l  Ins ta l la t ions  Esempted From 
Code. 

In  confon~!mce tfith Section 1500.11, 1505.12, and 1505.13 of the B K A  
Basic Yuilding Code, the Special Permissjon s ta ted i n  Art ic le  90-2 (c) of the  
Xat icml  E lec t r i ca l  Code is hereby granted t o  the  Virginia Elec t r ic  and Power 
ioxpix~.)- so long as  a franchise granted by the County t o  supply electricit ' :  with- 
in  th- County reinains i n  e f f ec t .  

Section 

Th 

4-19. Establishment. 

lere is hereby established a Board of Aupeals as  vrovide d f o r  i n  Sect :ion 
127.0 of the  Bock ~ & i c  Building Code, the  samcbeing p&t of the  Virginia  Uni- 
form Statewide Building Code adopted in Ar t ic le  I of t h i s  cb.apter. 

Section 4- 20. Appointment of Members. 

Members appointed t o  the  Building Board of Adjustments and Appeals in 
o f f i c e  p r io r  t o  the  e f fec t ive  *ate of t h i s  ordinance sha l l  remain i n  o f f i c e  
t ~ i t h  the Board of' Appeals until h i s  term of o f f i ce  s h a l l  expire. Subsequent 
appointnents and reappointments s h a l l  be made under the provisions of Section 
127.2 of the BOO1 Basic Building Code with respect t o  term of of f ice  and qual i -  
f i ca t ions  of members, provided ho\.~ever t h a t  no member sha l l  be appointed f o r  
more than ttfo consecutive f i ve  (5) year terms. 

Section 4-21. Jur i sd ic t ion  of the Board. 

The jur i sd ic t ion  of the  Board in acting on any appeal sha l l  include the 
e n t i r e  scope of the i ' i rginia Uniform Statewide Building Code, as  the  same may 
be mended, and as  adopted i n  Ar t ic le  I of t h i s  chapter. The Board s h a l l  a l so  
ac t  on any appeal spec i f ica l ly  provided f o r  i n  such other building regulations 
a s  m.a) be established i n  the  Code of James City County. 



Section 4 - 2 2 .  E s t a b l i s h c n t ;  Appointment of $!embers. 

Illere is hereby established a Board of Electr ical  Examiners vihich s h a l l  
consis t  of f ive  members. Such board s h a l l  be composed of one e l e c t r i c a l  con- 
t r ac to r  registered by thc S ta te  Registration Board fo r  Contractors, one blaster 
Elec t r ic ian ,  one Journepun Electr ic ian,  one representative fro% the public,  
and the  Chief Elec t r ica l  Inspector. Appointed members of the Elec t r ica l  Board 
of Appeals, Review, and Examiners in of f ice  pr ior  t o  the e f fec t ive  date  of t h i s  
ordinance sha l l  remain i n  of f ice  with the Board of Elec t r ica l  Examiners u n t i l  
h i s  tern1 of of f ice  s h a l l  expire. 

Section 4-23. Term of Office. 

A t  such t ine  a s  the tenn of o f f i ce  of each member prel-iously appointed t o  
the E lec t r i ca l  Board of Appeals, Review, and Examiners s h a l l  exoire, i n i t i a l  
appointments t o  the Board of Elec t r ica l  Examiners sha l l  be made as  follows: 

A. One member for  a telm of one year. 

B. Tko members f o r  a term of two years. 

C. One member f o r  a term of three years. 

Subsequently, members s h a l l  be appoinkd o r  reappointed fo r  terms of three 
years;  provided hwever tha t  no member sha l l  serve more than tlfo three year 

: terms on the Board of Elec t r ica l  Examiners o r  more than a t o t a l  of t e n  years o n :  
the  previous Elec t r ica l  Board of Appeals, Review, and Examiners i n  combination 

' 

with any service on the Board of Elec t r ica l  Examiners, and fur ther  provided 
however tha t  the term of of f ice  f o r  the Chief Elec t r ica l  Impectar  s h a l l  be con- 
current with h i s  appointment t o  that  posit ion. 

Section 4-24. Jur isdict ion of the Board. 

Thc Board of  Elec t r ica l  Examiners is  hereby empowered t o  examine appl i-  
cants fo r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a s  e lec t r ic ians  i n  accordance with the  regulations s e t  
for th i n  t h i s  .4rticle. The Board s h a l l  exercise its authority within such li- 
mitations as  may be no\? or  hereafter established by the S ta t e  Board of Housing 
i n  promulgation of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code. 

Section 4-25.  Procedure; Duties of the Board. 

A. The Board s h a l l  e l ec t  a Chairman and a Secretary who s h a l l  serve f o r  
the  term t o  which they were appointed t o  the  Board. Re-elections 
s h a l l  be held whenever a member elected as  Chairman or  Secretary shal l  
be reappointed t o  the Board or  whenever a vacancy s h a l l  occur. 

B. The Board sha l l  meet not l e s s  than once each month t o  administer ex- 
aminations and t o  grant o r  deny Cer t i f ica tes  of Qualification. Three 
members of the Board s h a l l  const i tute  a quorum t o  a c t  on any applica- 
t i on  o r  examination fo r  ce r t i f i ca t ion .  

C. The Chairman s h a l l  have the duty t o  coordinate and consult with the  
County Attorney on matters of interpretat ion of regulations promul- 
gated by the S ta t e  Board of Housing as  nay per ta in  t o  the c e r t i f i c a -  
t ion ,  examination, qual i f icat ion,  l icensing, o r  reg is t ra t ion  of 
e lec t r ic ians .  



1). The Secretary s h a l l  have the duty t o  record the proceedings of the 
Board t o  include attendance of members a t  each meeting and acti.on 
taken on each application for  ce r t i f i ca t ion .  The record s h a l l  indi-  
ca te  the numerical score a s s i p e d  t o  each examination paper graded by 
the  Board as  well as  the numerical score required for  granting a par- 
t i c u l a r  c lass  of ce r t i f i ca t ion .  The record of proceedings sha l l  be 
authenticated by the Chairman within f ive  days a f t e r  any meeting and 
a copy s h a l l  be posted i n  a public place i n  the of f ice  of the Division 
of Building Inspect ion. 

E. The Board s h a l l  haw the authority t o  coordinate with l i ke  Boards es- 
tablished i n  other p o l i t i c a l  subdivisions of the S ta te  fo r  the purpose 
of arranging reciprocal agreements on the mutual acceptance of ce r t i f -  
i ca tes  of qua l i f ica t ion  as e lec t r ic ians  as  evidence of qua l i f ica t ion  
i n  l i e u  of ~ i r i t t e n  examnation. The records of any such reciprocal 
agreement sha l l  be minta ined  on f i l e  and a report  sha l l  be made t o  
the Comity Administrator a t  the time such agreement i s  reached. 

Section 4-26. Administrative Support. 

A. The Building Off ic ia l  sha l l  provide c l e r i c a l  support t o  the Board 
within personnel and budgetary l i m i t s .  

B. Members of the Board s h a l l  be authorized t o  perform o f f i c i a l  t r ave l  
as passengers i n  any County vehicle assigned t o  the Division of Euild- 
ing Inspection. 



.-iection 4- 27. Establishment; Appointrircnt of Nembers. 

There is hereby establislled a Board of Plumbing Examiners which sha l l  con- 
s i s t  of f ive  members. Such Board d ia l1  be composed of one plmbing contractor 
registered by the S ta te  Registration Board fo r  Contractors, one Saster  Plmber,  
one Journe)man Plumber, one representative from the health department, and the 
Chief Plm,bing Inspector. Appointed ~ernbers of the Plumbing and Gas Board of 
Appeals, e i  and Examiners i n  of f ice  p r io r  t o  the effect ive date of t h i s  
ordinance sha l l  remain i n  o f f i ce  i i i th the Board of Plumbing Examiners until h i s  
term of of f ice  sha l l  expire. 

Section 4-25. Term of Office. 

A t  such time as the term of o f f i ce  of each c:ember previously appointed t o  
the Plumbing and Gas Board of Appeals, Review, and Examiners sha l l  expire, ini- 
t i a l  appointments to  the Board of Plumbing Examiners sha l l  be made a s  follows: 

A. One member f o r  a term of one year. 

B. Two members f o r  a term of two years. 

C. One member f o r  a term of three years.  

Subsequently, members sha l l  be appointed or  reappointed for  te rns  of the 
years;  provided however tha t  no member s h a l l  senre  more than two three year 
terms on the  Board of Pllrmbing Euaminers o r  more than a t o t a l  of ten years on 
the previous Plumbing and Gas Board of Appeals, Review, and Examiners i n  combi- 
nation with any service on the Board of Pl.umbing Esaniners, and fur ther  pro- 
vided however tha t  the tenn of of f ice  fo r  the Chief Plumbing Inspector s h a l l  be 
concurrent wi th  h i s  appointment t o  tha t  position. 

Section 4-29. Jur i sd ic t ion  of the Board. 

The Board of Plumbing Examiners is hereby empowered t o  examine applicants 
fo r  ce r t i f i ca t ion  as pl~unbers i n  accordance with the  regulations s e t  fo r th  i n  
th i s  Art ic le .  The Board s h a l l  exercise i ts  authority wlthin such l imitat ions 
a s  may be now or  hereaf ter  established by the  S ta te  Board of Housing i n  promul- 
gation of the  Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code. 

Section 4-30. Procedure; Duties of the  Board. 

A. The Board s h a l l  e l e c t  a C l a i m  and a Secretary who sha l l  s en re  f o r  
the  term t o  which they \?ere appointed t o  the  Board. Re-elections 
s h a l l  be held whenever a member elected as Chairman o r  Secretary shal l  
be reappointed t o  the Board o r  whenever a vacancy s h a l l  occur. 

B. The Board sha l l  meet not less  than once each month t o  administer ex- 
aminations and t o  grant or  deny Cer t i f ica tes  of Qualification. Three 
m.mSers of the Board sha l l  const i tute  a quorum t o  ac t  on any appli-  
cation o r  examination for  cer t i f ica t ion .  

C. The Chairman sha l l  have the duty t o  coordinate and consult with the 
County Attorney on matters of interpretat ion of regulations promul- 
gated by the S ta te  Board of Housing a s  may pertain to  the c e r t i f i c a -  
t i on ,  examination, qual i f icat ion,  l icensing, or  reg is t ra t ion  of 
plumbers: 

D. The Secretary sha l l  have the duty t o  record the proceedings of the  
Board t o  include attendance of members a t  each meeting and action 
taken on each application fo r  ce r t i f i ca t ion .  The record s h a l l  

- l o  - 



indicate the  numerical scorc a s s i ~ e d  t o  each examination paper graded 
by the Board as  well as  the numerical score required for  granting a 
par t icu la r  c l a s s  of ce r t i f i ca t ion .  The record of proceedings s h a l l  
be authenticated by the Cha~man  within f i v e  days a f t e r  any meeting 
and a copy s h a l l  be posted i n  a public place i n  the of f ice  of the  Uiv- 
i s ion  of Bulldmg Inspcctlon. 

E. The Board sha l l  have the authori ty  t o  coordinate with l i k e  Boards es-  
tabl ished i n  other p o l i t i c a l  subdivisions of the  S ta te  for  the purpose 
of arranging reciprocal agreeinents on the m t u a l  acceptance of c e r t i -  
f i c a t e s  of qua l i f ica t ion  a s  plumbers a s  evidence of qua l i f ica t ion  i n  
l i e u  of wri t ten examination. The records of any such reciprocal 
agreement sha l l  be maintained on f i l e  and a report  sha l l  be made t o  : 
the  County Administrator a t  the  time such agreement is reached. 

Section 4-31. Administrative Support. 

The Building Off ic ia l  sha l l  provide c l e r i c a l  support t o  the Board 
within personriel and budgetary limits. 

Members of the Board sha l l  be authorized t o  perform o f f i c i a l  t r ave l  a s  
passengers i n  any County vehicle assigned t o  the Division of Building 
Inspection. 



ARTICLE VI - REGISTMTION AND QUALIFIUiTIOIi OF 
CG?JTRt\CTORS Ah'  TRADESMEN. 

Division 1. Registration of Contractors 

Section 4-32. Application for Building Permit by Agent; Registration 
as a Prerequisite. 

.4ny person who shall apply for a building permit as an agent of the owner 
in fee or lessee of the building or structure concerned shall first register 
with the Division of Building Inspection as provided in this article; provided 
however that an architect or engineer registered under the laws of the Comon- 
wealth of Virginia regulating the practice of architecture or engineering when 
employed in connection with the proposed work shall be exeqt from the provi- 
sions of this article. 

Section 4- 33. Initial Registration; Information Required. 

It shall be the duty of every contractor, builder, or subcontractor who 
desires to make contracts for the erection, construction, alteration, addition 
or repair of buildings, structures, or service equipment located therein on any 
premises located in the County to maintain a registration with the Division of 
Building Inspection. Such registration shall be maintained in a current status 
and shall be recorded on a form provided by the Division of Building inspection. 
Information required to be recorded shall include: 

A. Name of the contractor including proprietary or corporate identifica- 
tion if any. 

B. Current business address and telephone number. 

C. Jurisdiction in the Cornonwealth of Virginia in which a current busi- 
ness license has been issued. 

D. Registration number issued by the State Registration Board for Con- 
tractors if any. 

E. Type or class of contract services to be performed. 

F. Names of persons authorized to apply for and obtain permits for the 
contractor. 

G. Names of persons holding current Certificates of Qualification as a 
blaster Electrician or as a Master Plumber or as a qualified pipelayer 
to include the jurisdiction in which such person was examined for 
qualification. 

H. Name and address of bonding company, surety, or public liability in- 
surance company and agent where applicable as a prerequisite to 
obtaining permits from the County. 

Section 4-34. Expiration of registration; Invalidation. 

The registration of any contractor shall automatically e.xpire and become 
invalid on December 31st of any year in which such contractor has not obtained 
a permit to perfornl work within the County. The Building Official shall have 
the power to declare invalid any registration of any contractor at any such 
time that he shall determine: 

A. That there exists a false statement or misrepresentation as to a ma- 
terial fact in the application upon which such registration !$as based, 
or 

B. That a contractor has permitted his business license, State registra- 
tion as a contractor, bond, or public liability insurance to e~yire 
or otherwise become invalid, or 



Sectian 4-35. Annual Kenelial of Registration. 

I t  s h a l l  be the duty of every contractor who desires t o  remain regis tered 
uiider the provisions of t h i s  a r t i c l e  t o  renew h i s  regis t rat ion each year during 
the month of .Jmuary. Such renewal s h a l l  consis t  of the amending, correcting, 
or updating of a l l  information contained i n  h i s  i n i t i a l  application fo r  regis- 
t ra t ion ,  and cer t i fying t o  the correctness of the sane. The f a i l u r e  of any con- 
t r a c t o r  t o  acco~nplish such renewal sha l l  be suf f ic ien t  reason for  the Building 
Off ic ia l  t o  deny the issuance of permits t o  such contractor u n t i l  such renewal 
i s  accomplished. 

Section 4-36. Registration Fees. 

There are hereby established the following fees  t o  be paid by each appl i-  
cant fo r  reg is t ra t ion  or  renewal of reg is t ra t ion:  

A. For i n i t i a l  reg is t ra t ion  . . . . . $5.00 

B. For each annual renewal of reg is t ra t ion  . . . . . $1.00 

C. For reinstatement of an expired o r  invalidated regis t rat ion the f e e  
s h a l l  be the same a s  i n i t i a l  regis t rat ion.  

Section 4-37. Effective Date; Processing Applications In Advance. 

The provisions of t h i s  division regulating contractor reg is t ra t ion  s h a l l  
become ef fec t ive  on January 1, 1975. The Building Off ic ia l  s h a l l  however make 
ax-ailable t o  the  public such forms as may be required t o  accomplish such regis-  
t r a t i o n  f o r  a period of not l e s s  than 90 days before the effect ive date  and he 
s h a l l  accept and process such f o m  upon request p r io r  t o  the effect ive date. 

Division 2. Electricians.  

Section 4-38. Cert i f ied Electr ic ians;  Defined, Classes. 

A. For the purposes of t h i s  chapter the term c e r t i f i e d  e lec t r ic ian  s h a l l  
be taken t o  mean a natural  person t o  whom: 

1. a current Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification a s  an e l ec t r i c i an  has been 
granted by the Board of Elec t r ica l  Fxarniners of the County, or  

2. a current c e r t i f i c a t e  of qual i f icat ion o r  equivalent has been 
granted by a p o l i t i c a l  subdivision of the State  with which the  
Board has established a reciprocal agreement on qual i f icat ion of 
e lec t r ic ians ,  provided tha t  such c e r t i f i c a t e  has been endorsed 
and recorded in the o f f i ce  of the  Division of Building Inspection. 

B. For the purpose of t h i s  chapter there sha l l  be three classes  of Certi- 
f i ca t e s  of Qualification fo r  e lectr ic ians:  

1. Master Electricians 

2.  Journeyman Electr ic ians 

3. bhintenance Electr ic ians 

Section 4-59. .4uthority t o  Perform Electr ical  Work; General. 

.Any person who has been granted a Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification a s  an elec- 
t r i c i a n  s h a l l  have' the r ight  t o  perfornl e l e c t r i c a l  work within the County pro- 
vided tha t  such person s h a l l  coinply with a l l  regulations,  l imitat ions,  or  con- 
d i t ions  herein established i n  connection with the granting o r  renewal of such 
c e r t i f i c a t e .  I t  s h a l l  be unlawful fo r  any person t o  perforni e l ec t r i ca l  work 
within the Co~mty unless he sha l l  f i r s t  have been found qual i f ied by the Board 



of Elec t r ica l  Exminers rind s h a l l  have becn granted a current Cer t i f ica te  of 
Qualification, unlejs such person sha l l  be specifically exempted therefrommcle: 
the provisions o f  t h i s  division. 

Section 4 - 4 0 .  Exenptiorls; Son-certified Electricians.  

Electr ic ians not holding a current Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification granted 
by the Board of Elec t r ica l  Exminers may perform e l e c t r i c a l  work within the 
scope of t h e i r  employment under the following circumstances: 

A. hhsn working under the personal supervision of a Master e lec t r ic ian ,  
or  

B. V3ken performing e l ec t r i ca l  or  re la ted  work not covered by the  National 
Electr ical  Code in i ts  current edition, o r  

C. \hen  pe r fon ing  e l ec t r i ca l  work located i n  o r  upon any public r ight -  
of-way o r  easement where such work is under the direct ion,  sup,-rvisior 
or  control of a Master e lec t r ic ian  i n  the employ of the County, o r  

D. When performing e l ec t r i ca l  work under the  direct ion,  supervision or  
control of a public u t i l i t y  or  publ ic  service corporation f o r  which a 
Special Permission has been herein granted under the provisions of 
Ar t ic le  90-3 of the National Elec t r ica l  Code as  adopted in t h i s  chap- 
t e r .  

Section 4-41. Elec t r ica l  Wiring; Ins ta l la t ion  by Homeomer. 

Nothing in t h i s  a r t i c l e  s h a l l  be construed t o  prevent the owner of any 
s ingle  family &elling from performing additions, a l t e ra t ions ,  or  repairs  t o t h e  
e l e c t r i c a l  wiring i n  the dwelling i n  which he resides;  provided ho~wever, t h a t  
such owner s h a l l  f i r s t  successfully complete an examination demonstrating h i s  
knowledge of and fami l ia r i ty  with the Elec t r ica l  Code and good wiring pract ice,  
and fur ther  provided tha t  an e l ec t r i ca l  pennit s h a l l  be obtained and suchwiring 
s h a l l  be approved by an e l ec t r i ca l  inspector upon completion. For the  purposes 
of t h i s  sect ion,  the term wiring sha l l  not include any service entrance conduc- 
tors .  The examination required by t h i s  sect ion s h a l l  be given without charge 
and s h a l l  be administered weekly by the Chief Elec t r ica l  Inspector o r  h i s  re- 
presentative.  

Section 4-42. Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification; Application, Requirements, 
Examination, Re-examination, Fees. 

A. Every person desiring t o  obtain a Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification a s  an 
e l ec t r i c i an  s h a l l  make wri t ten application t o  the Board of Elec t r ica l  
Examiners on forms t o  be supplied by the  Building Official .  

B. All wri t ten examinations s h a l l  be based on the National Elec t r ica l  
Code as included i n  the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code and 
the provisions of t h i s  chapter as  per tains  t o  e l ec t r i ca l  work. The I 
examination for  Fhster Electr ic ian s h a l l  a l so  examine the applicant 's  
a b i l i t y  t o  lay out and plan e l e c t r i c a l  work, h i s  knowledge of physics,! 
mechanics, and mathematics insofar a s  they apply t o  e l ec t r i ca l  design ; 
and construction, and h i s  general f i t ness  t o  supervise and d i r ec t  the 
ins t a l l a t ion  of e l ec t r i ca l  work. 

C. Any applicant f o r  a Cer t i f ica te  of @al i f ica t ion  who s h a l l  f a i l  t o  i 
achieve a passing score on a wri t ten examination may a f t e r  payment o f :  
the examination fee  be re-examined within the same calendar )-ear. No 
applicanf, however, s h a l l  take the wr i t ten  examination more than twice i 
i n  the  same calendar year. 



D. Each applicant fo r  a Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification as an e lec t r ic ian  
sha l l  pay an examination fee  a t  the time he suhrnj.ts h is  application. 
Examination fees s h a l l  be: 

................ 1. Master Electrician $25.00 

2 .  Journeyman Electr ic ian ............ $10.00 

3. Maintenance Electr i  c i m  ........... $10.00 

Section 4-43. Cer t i f ica te  of Qualifi.cation; T e n ,  Renewal, Lapse, 
Reinstatenent, Fees. 

The i n i t i a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of qual i f icat ion fo r  any person sha l l  become valid 
on the day it i s  issued. Thereafter, every c e r t i f i c a t e  of qual i f icat ion s h a l l  
expire and become invalid on the f i r s t  day of January of any year, but nay be 
renexed fo r  a period of one year within 30 days thereaf ter  upon application fo r  
renexal and paynent of renewal fees.  Applications f o r  renewal may be made not 
e a r l i e r  than s ix ty  (60) days pr ior  t o  the expiration date  and s h a l l  be accom- 
panied by a c e r t i f i c a t e  renewal fee of ten dol la rs  ($10.00) for  Master Elec t r i -  
c ian or f ive  dol la rs  ($5.00) fo r  Journeyman and Maintenance Electricians.  Any 
c e r t i f i c a t e  having become invalid because of a f a i l u r e  t o  apply f o r  renewal wi& 
i n  the time prescribed sha l l  be considered abandoned and the person t o  \"horn such 
c e r t i f i c a t e  was issued s h a l l  not be r ece r t i f i ed  unless he sha l l  f i r s t  be exam- : 

ined as  provided for  i n  t h i s  chapter o r  s h a l l  be granted a waiver from such 
examination by the Board of Elec t r ica l  Examiners; provided however tha t  rein- i 
statement of a c e r t i f i c a t e  issued under any reciproci ty  agreements established 
by the sa id  Board s h a l l  be permitted a f t e r  a lapse of not more than three years 
upon payment of the fee  established fo r  renewal of a ce r t i f i ca t e .  

Section 4-44. Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification; Transfer, Loss, Display. 

No Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification as an e l ec t r i c i an  s h a l l  be t ransferred,  , 
loaned, o r  used fo r  any purpose whatsoever except by the person t o  whom such 
c e r t i f i c a t e  has been issued. I t  s h a l l  be the duty of each ce r t i f i ed  electrician 
t o  have h i s  c e r t i f i c a t e  i n  h i s  possession whenever he sha l l  perform any electr i -  
c a l  1,ork i n  the County and t o  pennit an e l e c t r i c a l  inspector to  examine such 
c e r t i f i c a t e  upon request. I t  s h a l l  a lso be the duty of each c e r t i f i e d  e l e c t r i -  
cian t o  promptly report  the loss  of h i s  c e r t i f i c a t e  and t o  apply fo r  a dupli- 
cate.  

Section 4-45. Rights of Persons Holding Cer t i f ica tes  of Qualification From 
Other Locations; Reciprocity. 

Any c e r t i f i e d  e l ec t r i c i an  holding a current c e r t i f i c a t e  of qual i f ica t ion  
o r  equivalent from another p o l i t i c a l  subdivision of the s t a t e  i n  which the re- 
quirements fo r  ce r t i f i ca t ion  are  of a standard sa t i s fac tory  t o  the Board of 
Elec t r ica l  Examiners, s h a l l  not be required t o  complete a writ ten examination 
t o  qual i fy fo r  the same c lass  of c e r t i f i c a t e  provided f o r  i n  t h i s  divis ion;  pro- 
vided however, tha t  reciprocal privileges be granted t o  persons holding c e r t i -  , 

f i c a t e s  issued by the Board for  t h i s  County. Waiver of such written examination 
sha l l  not be construed as  an exemption from the requirement t o  make application, 
t o  pay an examination fee,  or  t o  comply with a l l  other provisions of t h i s  chap- 

Section 4-46. Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification; Suspension, Revocation. 

12. The Chief Elec t r ica l  Inspector sha l l  have the power t o  tenporarily 
suspend ,the c e r t i f i c a t e  of any e lec t r ic ian  found t o  have ins t a l l ed  
e l e c t r i c a l  work i n  an unsafe or  dangerous manner. Such suspension 
s h a l l  continue i n  force u n t i l  such e l ec t r i ca l  work has been corrected 
and brought into compliance with the National Electr ical  Code. Any 
such suspension sha l l  be reported by the Chief Electr ical  Inspector 
t o  the Bolrd of Electr ical  Emnliners. 



B. The Board of Electrical Examiners shall  have the pm;er to  revoke any 
Certificate of Qualification granted by such Board when, a f te r  a hear- 
ing, it shal l  determine by an affirmative vote of not less than three 
members that the holder of such cer t i f ica te  is not qualified to  super- 
vise or perfozm electr ical  work by reason of negligence, or  inability 
to  understand and comply with the technical provisions of the Natioml 
Electrical Code. Ihe Board shall  also have the power to  revoke any 
Certificate of Qualification when it shal l  determine that the appli- 
cation LFOil  which such cer t i f ica te  was based contains any false state-  
ment or  misrepresentation as to  a material fact .  

Section 4-37. Employment of Person not Certified Master Electrician to  do 
Electrical Work. 

I t  shall  be unlawful fo r  any owner, lessee, agent or any person having 
any authority or duty i n  connection with any building or premises howingly to  
employ or hire any person, firm, or corporation to  perform any electr ical  work 
i n  or upon such building or premises unless such person, firm, or  corporation i 
i s  a State Registered electr ical  contractor, cert if ied Master Electrician, or ' 
cert if ied maintenance electrician or  qualifies for an exemption as a non-certi- 
f ied  electr ician under the provisions of th is  division. 

Section 4-48. Registration of Address by Certified Master Electrician. ! 

Every person holding a current Certificate of Qualification as a Master I 
Electrician shal l  maintain his current address and the name of h i s  current em- I 
ployer i f  any, on f i l e  with the Chief Electrical Inspector. I t  shall  be the 1 
duty of such Master Electrician to  report any change of address or  employer I 
within f ive  days of such change. 

! 

Division 3. Plumbers. 

Section 4-49. Certified Plumbers; Defined, Classes; Plumbing, Defined. I 

A. For the purposes of th i s  chapter the term cer t i f ied  plumbers shal l  be 
taken t o  mean a natural person to whom: 

1. a current Certificate of Qualification as a plumber has been 
granted by the Board of Plumbing Examiners of the County, or  

2. a current cer t i f ica te  of qualification or equivalent has been 
granted by a pol i t ica l  subdivision of the State with which the j 
Board has established a reciprocal agreement on qualification of ; 
pl~unbers, provided that  such cer t i f ica te  has been endorsed and : 
recorded in  the office of the Division of Building Inspection. 

! 

B. For the purpose of th is  chapter there shal l  be three classes of Cer- ! 
t i f i c a t e  of Qualification for plumbers: 

1. Master Plumbers 

2. Jocmeyman Plumbers 

3. Maintenance Plumbers ! 

C. Under Section P-201.0, Definitions of Plmbing Terms, of the BOGZ , 
Basic Plumbing Code, the term "plumbing" shal l  be amended t o  read as 
follo\is : 

The practice, materials, and fixtures used i n  the instal la-  
tion, maintenance, extension, and al terat ion of a l l  piping, 
fixtures, plumbing appliances, and plumbing appurtenances 
i n  connection with any of the following: Sanitary drainage 
o r  s t o m  drainage f ac i l i t i e s  and venting systems and the 
public or  private water supply systems, within any building 
structure, or conveyance. 



This def ini t ion covers the  extension of such l ines  described 
above t o  t h e i r  connection with any point of public disposal 
o r  other acceptable terminal. 

Not included i n  t h i s  def ini t ion are  ins ta l la t ions  of gas 
piping; ch i l led  water piping i n  comection with refr iger-  
a t ion,  process and comfort cooling; hot water piping i n  
connection with building heating; and piping for  f i r e  
spr inklers  and standpipes. 

Section 4-50. Authority t o  Perform Plumbing li'ork; General. 

Any person riho has been granted a Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification as  a p l m b -  
e r  s h a l l  have the r igh t  t o  perform plumbing within the County provided t h a t  such 
person s h a l l  co~rply with a l l  regulations, l imitat ions,  or  conditions herein es- 
tablished in connection with the granting o r  renel~al  of such ce r t i f i ca t e .  I t  
s h a l l  be unlawful f o r  any person t o  perform plumbing x i th in  the County unless 
he s h a l l  f i r s t  have been found qual i f ied by the Board of Plumbing Exaiiners and 
sha l l  have bem granted a current Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification, unless such 
person s h a l l  be spec i f ica l ly  exempted therefrom under the provisions of t h i s  
division. 

Section 4-51. Exemptions: Non-Certified Plumbers. 

Plmbers not holding a current Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification granted by the 
Board of Plumbing Examiners may perform plumbing within the scope of t h e i r  em- 
ployment under the following circumstances: 

A. When working under the personal supervision of a Master plumber, o r  

B. When performing work specif ical ly  excluded from the term Plumbing a s  
defined in the BOCA Basic Plumbing Code as  currently incorporated in 
the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code, o r  

C. When performing plumbing work located i n  o r  upon any public right-of- 
way or  easement where such work is under the  direct ion,  supervision, 
o r  control of a Master Plumber i n  the employ of the County. 

Section 4-52. Plumbing and Gas Piping; Ins ta l la t ion  by Homeowner. 

Xothing i n  t h i s  chapter s h a l l  be construed t o  prevent the owner of any 
s ingle  family d~ ie l l ing  from performing additions,  a l te ra t ions ,  or  repairs  t o t h e  
plumbing system o r  house gas piping, o r  t o  i n s t a l l  a plumbing f ix ture  o r  gas 
appliance i n  the dwelling in which he resides;  provided however, t h a t  such amer 
sha l l  f i r s t  successfully complete an examination demonstrating h i s  knowledge of 
and fami l ia r i ty  with the Plumbing or  Mechanical Code as  applicable, accepted 
engin-ering pract ice and the hazards involved. It is fur ther  provided t h a t  such 
owner s h a l l  obtain a l l  required permits and sha l l  make a l l  required t e s t s  o f t h e  
conpleted work before approval of the work is granted by a plumbing o r  mechani- 
ca l  inspector. No such plmbing or  gas piping ins t a l l a t ion  s h a l l  be put into 
service p r io r  t o  f i n a l  approval by such inspector. The examination required by 
t h i s  section s h a l l  be given without charge and s h a l l  be administered weekly by 
the Chef  Plumbing Inspector or  h is  representative. 

Section 4-53. Cer t i f ica te  of @al i f ica t ion;  Application Requirements, 
Examination, Re-Examination, Fees. 

A. Every person desiring t o  obtain a Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification a s  a 
plumber s h a l l  make written application t o  the Board of Plumbing Ex- 
aminers on forms t o  be supplied by the Guilding Official .  



B. A l l  writ ten examinations sha l l  be based on the  BOG, Basic Plumbing 
CoJc a s  incol-porated in  the Virginia Uniforn! Statewide Building Code 
ar1J the provisions of t h i s  chapter as pertains t o  plmhing. The ex- 
z i n a t i o n  f o r  N x t e r  Plmber sha l l  also examine the applicant 's  ab i l -  
it). t o  1.ay out and plan plmbing construction, h i s  hoxledge of phys- 
ics ,  hj-dmnlics, and mathematics insofar as they apgly to  plumbing 
design and cons tn~c t ion ,  and h i s  general f i tness  to supervi.se and d i r -  
e c t  the  ins t a l l a t ion  of plumbing work. 

C. Any applicant fo r  a Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification iiho sha l l  f a i l  t o  
achieve a passing score on z m i t t e n  examination nay a f t e r  payment of 
the  examincltion fee be re-examined within the same calendar year. Xo 
applicant however sha l l  take the m i t t e n  ex:unination more than twice 
i n  the same calendar year. 

D. Each applicant fo r  a Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification as a plumber sha l l  
pay an examination fee a t  the time he submits h i s  application. &am- 
inations fees s h a l l  be: 

1. Master Plumber ................ $25.00 

2. Journeyn~an Plumber ............ $10.00 

3 .  Maintenance Plumber ........... $10.00 

Section 4-54. Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification; Term, Renewal, Lapse, 
Reinstatement, Fees. 

The i n i t i a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of qual i f icat ion fo r  any person s h a l l  become valid 
on the  day i t  i s  issued. Thereafter, every c e r t i f i c a t e  of qual i f icat ion s h a l l  
expire and become invalid on the f i r s t  day of January of any year, but may be j 
renewed f o r  a period of one year within 30 days thereaf ter  upon application f o r  i 
renewal and p a p e n t  of renewal fees.  Applications fo r  renewal may be made not 
e a r l i e r  than s i x t y  (60) days pr ior  t o  the expiration date and s h a l l  be accom- 1 

panied by a c e r t i f i c a t e  renewal fee of ten  dol lars  ($10.00) for  Plaster Plumber 1 
o r  f ive  dol la rs  ($5.00) fo r  Journeyman and Maintenance Plumbers. Any c e r t i f i -  
cate  having become inval id because of a f a i lu re  t o  apply f o r  renewal within the  
time prescribed sha l l  be considered abandoned and the person t o  whom such ce r t i -  
f i c a t e  was issued sha l l  not be recer t i f ied  unless he s h a l l  f i r s t  be examined as 
provided for  i n  t h i s  chapter or  sha l l  be granted a waiver from such examination 
by the  Board of Plumbing Examiners; provided however t h a t  reinstatement of a 
c e r t i f i c a t e  issued under any reciprocity agreements established by the  sa id  
Board sha l l  be permitted a f t e r  a lapse of not more than three years upon payment 
of the fee established for  renewal of a ce r t i f i ca t e .  

Section 4-55. Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification; Transfer, Loss, Display. ! 

No Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification as a plumber sha l l  be transferred, loaned, 
o r  used fo r  any purpose whatsoever except by the person t o  \<horn such c e r t i f i c a t e  
has been issued. I t  sha l l  be the  duty of each c e r t i f i e d  plumber t o  have h i s  ' 

c e r t i f i c a t e  i n  h i s  posscssion whenever he sha l l  perform any p l d i n g  i n  the 
County and t o  pennit a plmbing inspector t o  examine such c e r t i f i c a t e  upon re-  , 

quest. I t  s h a l l  a l so  be ti-.e duty of each c e r t i f i e d  plumber t o  promptly report  ' 

the  loss  of t h i s  c e r t i f i c a t e  and to  apply fo r  a duplicate. 

Section 4-56. Rights of Persons Holding Cer t i f ica tes  of Qualification From 
Other Locations ; Reciprocity. 

Any c e r t i f i e d  plumber holding a current c e r t i f i c a t e  of qual i f icat ion or  
equivalent from ano%her p o l i t i c a l  subdivision of the  s t a t e  i n  ~\.hich the  require- 
ments f o r  ce r t i f i ca t ion  are of a standard sa t i s fac tory  t o  the Board of Plumbing 
Examiners, s h a l l  not be required t o  complete a u ~ i t t e n  examination t o  qual i fy 
f o r  the same c lass  of ce r t i f i ca t ion  provided f o r  i n  t h i s  division; provided 
however, t h a t  reciprocal privileges be granted t o  persons holding ce r t i f i ca t e s  



issued by th-  Board i o r  t h i s  County. Waiver of !;uc~ writ ten examination sha l l  
not he construed as  m exemption from the requirement t o  make application,  t o  
pay an e~ami r~a t ion  fee ,  o r  t o  comply with a l l  ot!icr provisions or' t h i s  chapter. 

Section 4-59. Cer t i f ica te  of Qualification; Suspension, Revocation. 

A. Tine Chic?-‘ Plumbing Inspector sha l l  have the power t o  t e n p o ~ a r i l y  sm- 
pen6 the c e r t i f i c a t e  of any plumber foilnd t o  have ins ta l led  plumbing 
iR ar; tnsafe  o r  dangerous manner. Such suspension sha l l  continue i n  
force u n t i l  such plmbing has been corrected ar~d brought i n t o  con- 
pliance with the BGC4 h s i c  Plumbing Code. :my such vspension sha l l  
be reported by the Chief Plumbing Inspector t o  the Board of Pluxbiny 
Exaiiiners . 

B. The Board of Plunbing Examiners sha l l  have the power t o  revoke any 
Cer t i f rca te  of Qualification granted by such Board when, a f t e r  a hear- 
ing,  i t  sha l l  determine by an affirmative vote of not l e s s  than three 
members t h a t  the holder of such c e r t i f i c a t e  is not qua l i f ied  t o  s p e r -  
vise o r  pe r fom pl~mbing by reason of negligency, o r  i nab i l i t y  t o  
understand and comply with the technical  provisions of the BOG\ Basic 
Plumbing Code. The Board sha l l  also have the  power t o  revoke any 
Cer t i f i ca t e  of Qualification then it sha l l  determine tha t  the  appli-  
cation upon which such c e r t i f i c a t e  was based contains any f a l s e  s t a t e -  
ment o r  misrepresentation as  t o  a material  fac t .  

Section 4-58. Emp1o)ment of Person not Cer t i f ied  Master Plumber t o  do 
Plumbing. 

I t  s h a l l  be unlaxful f o r  any owner, lessee,  agent o r  any person having 
any authori ty  o r  duty i n  connection with any building howingly t o  employ o r  
h i r e  any person, firm, o r  corporation t o  perfolm any plumbing i n  such building 
unless such person, firm, o r  corporation is a S t a t e  Registered plumber contrac- 
t o r ,  c e r t i f i e d  ,\laster plumber, or  qua l i f ies  f o r  an exemption as a non-cer t i f ied 
p lmber  under the provisions of t h i s  division.  

Section 4-59. Registration of Address by Cert i f ied blaster Plumber. 

Every person lil~lding a current Cer t i f ica te  of Qual i f icat ion as a Master 
Plumber s h a l l  maintain h i s  current address and the name of h i s  current employer 
i f  any, on f i l e  riith the Chief P l d i n g  Inspector. I t  sha l l  be the duty of 
such blaster Plmber t o  report  any change of address o r  employer within f i v e  
days of such change. 

Division 4 .  Sewer System Contractors. 

Section 4-60. Sewers, Sewer Systems, Septic Tank Systems Defined. 

A. For the purpose of t h i s  chapter the term sewer s h a l l  include thosz 
sewers termed r iva te  serier, sani tary sewer, storm sewer, and build- 
ing sexier as d e f m e ~  + in the BOG4 Basic Plumbing Code. 

- 

3.  For the purposes of t h i s  chapter the term Septic Tank Systen s h a l l  be 
taken to  mean the same as  tha t  term i s  used i n  the Rules and Regula- 
t ions  Governing the  Disposal of Se~iage promulgated by the State  
Department of tlealth. 



Section 1-61. In s t a l l a t ion  of Selicrs and Sewer Systems on I'rjvate 
Property; Contractor Qualification. 

A. Every contractor currently registered by the S ta te  Registration Board 
for  Contractors as  a Public U t i l i t i e s  Contractor o r  as a Specialty 
Contractor i n  those f i e l d s  normally including the in s t a l l a t ion  of 
s e w r s  and s c m ~  systems sha l l  be considered qual i f ied to  obtain per- 
mits and t o  i n s t a l l  sewers and sewer systems on private property with- 
i n  the County. 

B. Every plmniolng contractor currently regis tered by the Division of 
Building Inspection in  accordance with the provision; of t h i s  a r t i c l e  
s h a l l  be considered qual i f ied t o  obtain pennits and t o  i n s t a l l  sewers 
and sexter sys tem on pr ivate  property within the County. 

C.  .Any building contractor o r  any other contractor who special izes  i n  
the in s t a l l a t ion  of building sewers o r  storm sewers s h a l l  be consid- 
ered qual i f ied t o  obtain permits and t o  i n s t a l l  o r  repair  such sewers 
tha t  serve one o r  two family dwellings and where the s ize  of such 
seliers is not greater  than four inches; provided hoxever, t ha t  such 
contractor sha l l  cause any such sewer pipe t o  be l a i d  by a qua l i f ied  
pipelayer o r  a c e r t i f i e d  Journeyman Plumber. 

Section 4-62.  Reserved. 

Section 4-63. Septic Tank System Contractor; Registration, Examination. 

A. Evely contractor currently regis tered by the  S ta t e  Registration Board 
f o r  Contractors and l i s t e d  a s  a s ep t i c  tank system contractor o r  equi- 
valent s h a l l  be considered qua l i f ied  t o  obtain permits and t o  i n s t a l l  
o r  repa i r  such systems within the County. 

3. Every plumbing contractor currently regis tered by the Division of 
Building Inspection i n  accordance with the provjsions of t h i s  a r t i c l e  
sha l l  be considered qual i f ied t o  obtain permits and t o  i n s t a l l  s ep t i c  
tank sys tem within the County. 



C. Any contractor not othemise qualified ~ulder the provi.sions of this 
section may apply for a certificate of registration from the Eoard of 
Plumbing Examiners. The Board shall have the authority to examine 
each applicant as to his knowledge of the rules and regulations of 
the State Board of Health and accepted engineering practices as per- 
tains to septic tank systems. There shall be no examination fee 
charged, but the registration fee provided for in Section 4-36 shall 
be paid at the time of initial regi.stration. 

D. Any contractor specializing in the installation of septic tank sys- 
tems who shall have been registered in the County prior to the effec- 
tive date of this ordinance shall be exempted fro~.the initial exam 
ination and certification requirements of this section. 

Division 5. Home Improvement Contractors. 

Section 4-64. Board of Appeals; Authority- to Determine Qualifications 
of Hone Impro~ement Contractors. 

The Board of Appeals, as established in Article IIIof this Chapter is 
hereby authorized to examine applicants for registration as home improvement 
contractors within the County. Such examination shall be for the purpose of 
determining the qualifications of such applicants as to his ability and profi- 
ciency to conduct the business of home improvement contracting in confornance 
with the Building Code, the provisions of this chapter, and in accordance with 
normally accepted business and professional standards common to the building 
construction industry. For the purpose of this section the business of home 
improvement shall mean the contracting for and/or providing material and labor 
for repairs, improvements, and additions to and construction of residential 
buildings and structures accessory theretowhere any payment of money or other 
thing of value is required prior to the completing of the work to be performed. 

Section 4-65. Qualification a Prerequisite to Registration of Home 
Improvement Contractors. 

Every person who desires to register as a home inrprovement contractor 
shall first make application to and be examined by the Board of Appeals as to 
his qualifications. Every applicant shall furnish evidence of his ability, qual- 
ity of iiork, and reputation for carrying out obligations; his financial res- 
ponsibility; and his reputation for payment of labor and material bills. Such 
evidence in the form of letters of recormendation; affidavits, or other rele- 
vant documents shall accompany each application. Application shall be made at 
the office of the Division of Building Inspection and shall be accepted upon 
payment of a filing fee of ten dollars ($10.00). Nothing in this section hou- 
ever, shall be construed to require a contractor currently registered under 
Section 53-129, Code of Virginia, also knorvn as the Virginia Contractor Regis- 
tration Laii, to be examined by the Board as a prerequisite to registration 
under the provisions of Article VI of this chapter. 

Section 1-66. 3oard Examination Procedure; Decisions; 

The Board of Appeals shall convene upon call of the Chairman within 15 
days after notification by the Building Offlcial that an application for exam- 
ination has been filed; provided however, that the Board shall not be convened 
more often than once each month for the sole purpose of conducting such exam- 
inations. Every applicant shall appear before the Board to make a presentation 
in support of his application. The Board, having considered each application 
and the evidence furnished therewith shall approve or disapprove each applica- 
tion and cause its findings and the reasons therefor to be sent to the appli- 
cant and to the ~uilding Official. 



Section 4-67. Registration .\lay Be Revoked f o r  Cause; Conplaint Procedure; 
Appeal. 

Whenever the Buildin: Off icial  sha l l  receive a wri t ten sworn conplaint 
concerning the qual i f icat ion of any home improvement contractor he sha l l  prompt- 
ly  forward the same with a report  of investigation attached thereto to  the Board 
of Appeals. The Board, a t  i ts  next meeting, o r  within 30 days a f t e r  receipt of 
such ccnplaint,  rqhichever is e a r l i e r ,  sha l l  a f t e r  a hearing detemiine whether 
such contractor, the respondent, meets the qual i f icat ions established i n  Section 
4-65. A determination t h a t  such contractor is found not qual i f ied sha l l  be re- 
ported to  the  Building Off ic ia l  who sha l l  cancel the  reg is t ra t ion  recorded u d e r  
the provisions of i l r t ic le  VI of t h i s  chapter. The Board, in  making such deter- 
mination sha l l  hear an)- person who desires t o  speak fo r  or  in  the behalf of 
e i the r  the complainant o r  the respondent. Written notice of the Board's action 1 
and the record of i ts  proceedings pertaining thereto sha l l  be furnished t o  the 
respondent. The decision of the Board sha l l  be fi.na1, subject,  however t o  such 
remedy as  any aggrieved party might have a t  law o r  i n  equity. 

Section 4-68. Established Home Improvement Contractors; Waiver of 
Examination. 

Any contractor regis tered as a home improvement contractor or general con-' 
t r ac to r  i n  the business of making contracts f o r  home improvements a t  the time ; 
t h i s  ordinance becomes ef fec t ive ,  sha l l  be considered as having met the quali-  

j f i ca t ions  established therein and sha l l  not be required t o  make application t o  : 
1 o r  be examined by the Board. Nothing in t h i s  section however, sha l l  be con- : 

strued t o  exempt any home improvenent contractor form the  provisions of Section , 
. 4-67 of t h i s  division with respect t o  revocation of reg is t ra t ion  f o r  cause. 



ARTICLE VI I - ELXL4TIONS APPLICABLE TO SEWERS 
Am SEKAGE DISPOSAL GEhTF!ALLY. 

Division 1. Generally. 

Section 4-69. Refusal of Building Permit - when building contemplated cannot 
be served by sewer i n  s t r e e t  or  sep t i c  tank on premises. 

In  order t o  preserve the public health,  no permit sha l l  be issued by the 
Building Off ic ia l  fo r  the erection or  construction of any building upon any l o t  
fronting on any public o r  pr ivate  s t r e e t  o r  passageway i n  which it i s  impossi- 
ble  t o  construct a gravity sani tary sewer system v:hich w i l l  carry of f  the sew- 
age froiii such building, o r  where it is impossible t o  i n s t a l l  an individual sew- 
age disposal system meeting the requirements of the ru les  and regulations of 
the S ta te  Department of Health governing sept ic  tank systems, unless the owner 
of such l o t  can show t o  the sa t i s fac t ion  of the  d i rec tor  of public works tha t  
proper sani tary f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  sehage disposal can and w i l l  be provided. 

Section 4-70. Drainage of Rain Water into Sanitary Sewer, Prohibited. 

I t  s h a l l  be ~mlawful fo r  any person t o  connect any roof, downspout, yard 
or  walkway drain or  any other drain carrying r a in  water in to  m y  building serer 
o r  other sewer connected with any public sewer designed and constructed as a 
sani tary sewer only or  into any sewer leading into any public sewer designed 
and constructed as a sani tary sewer only. 

Division 2 .  Sewer Construction; Standards. 

Section 4-71. Sewers Located On Private Property. 

Sewers o r  sewer systems located on pr ivately owned premises sha l l  be con- 
s t ructed i n  accordance with the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code; pro- 
vided however, t h a t  whenever such sewers or  sewer systems a re  t o  be accepted 
by the  County as p a r t  of the public sewer system, the  construction standards 
specified by the Department of Public Works sha l l  govern. 

Section 4-72. Sewers Located On County Property. 

Set~ers or  sewer systems located on property owned by the County o r  upon 
which the County has obtained an easement f o r  the purpose of sewer construction 
or  maintenance s h a l l  be constructed according t o  the standards specified by the 
Department of Public Works. 

Section 4-73. Fixtures Instal led Below St ree t  Level. 

Wherever plumbing f ixtures  a re  ins ta l led  below the crown of the  s t r e e t  i n  
which is the public sewer t o  which such plumbing f ix tures  a re  connected, aback- 
{cater valve of a type acceptable under the Plmbing Code sha l l  be ins ta l led .  
In addition, any Cer t i f ica te  of Occupancy issued under the provisions of the 
Building Code relat ing t o  any premises where such plmbing f ixtures  a re  in- 
s t a l l e d  s h a l l ,  upon acceptance by the  owner of such premises, const i tute  an 
acknowledgement tha t  the County, having accepted the ins ta l la t ion  a s  i n  com- 
pliance with the Plmbing Code, makes no warranty o r  assurance in  any manner 
rvhatsoever tha t  the  premises a re  i n  any way protected from any damage tha t  may 
be caused by any flood or  high water condition tha t  may ex i s t  on public streets, 
where such condition could render such f ix tures  inoperable. 



Division 1. Inspections 

Section 4-74.  Required Inspections; Building Code, Exceptions. 

A. In addition t o  the provisions of Section 111.0 of the BOCk Basic 
Builfiing Code, a building inspector sha l l  upon not i f ica t ion  from the 
permit holder or  h i s  aScnt make the folloxing inspections of buildings 
and such other inspections a s  may be necessary, and s h a l l  e i the r  ap- 
prove tha t  portion of the construction as completed or  sha l l  not i fy 
the permit holder or h i s  agent wherein the same f a i l s  t o  comply with 
the Building Code or  other building regulations: 

1. Foundation Inspection: To be made a f t e r  trenches a re  excavated 
a ~ d  forms erected. 

2 .  Framing Inspection: To be made a f t e r  the roof, a l l  framing f i r e -  
blocking nrd bracing is  i n  place and a l l  pipes,  chimney, and vents 
a re  complete. 

3 .  Final Inspection: To be made a f t e r  the building is completed and 
ready fo r  occupancy. 

B. No work s h a l l  be done on any p a r t  of a building o r  s t ruc ture  beyond 
the  point indicated in each successive inspection without f i r s t  ver- 
i fying tha t  a building inspector has approved the work i n  place. 

C. So reinforcing s t e e l ,  s t ruc tu ra l  frame work, plumbing, e l e c t r i c a l  
i g  , gas piping, standpipe or  spr inkler  sys tem piping, ductwork, 
o r  required insulat ion or  f i r e  proofing material s h a l l  be covered o r  
concealed i n  any manner whatsoever without f i r s t  verifying t h a t  such 
1i0rk o r  materials have been inspected and approved by an inspector 
employed by the  County authorized t o  perform such inspection, unless 
such inspection has been waived under the Controlled Materials Pro- 
cedure established i n  Section 128.0 of the BOCA Basic Building Code. 

D. Any inspection required under t h i s  section may be waived by the Build- 
ing Official  under the following circumstances: 

1. Were industr ia l ized building uni t s ,  mobile homes, t r ave l  t r a i l e r s  
o r  recreational vehicles have been previously inspected and cer-  
t i f i e d  under the provisions of the L'irginia Industr ia l ized Build- 
ing Unit and Mobile Homes Safety Regulations, or  

2. Where prefabricated construction has been approved under the  pro- 
visions of Section 1904.0 of the B K A  Basic Building Code, o r  

3. Where farm buildings not used f o r  res ident ia l  purposes, o r  other  
buildings of a value l e s s  than two hundred do l l a r s  a re  being con- 
s t ruc ted  outside of f i r e  l imi t s ,  o r  

4. \\%ere construction is exempted from the requirement f o r  a Build- 
ing Permit under Sections 4-11 and 4-12 of t h i s  chapter. 

Section 4-75. Required Inspections; Plumbing Code. 

A. The inspections required under the provisions of Ar t ic le  18 of the 
BOG4 Basic Plmbing Code s h a l l  be performed by a plmbing inspector 
upon not i f ica t ion  from the permit holder o r  h i s  agent. Such inspector 
s h a l l  e i the r  approve tha t  portion of the plumbing work a s  completed 
o r  s h a l l  not i fy the p e ~ m i t  holder or  h i s  agent ~cherein the  same f a i l s  
t o  conlplj, with the Plmbing Code o r  other building rekxlations.  



5. Conpletion of a f i n a l  inspection of the  plumbing system within a 
b1ii.lding sha l l  not cons t i tu te  f i n a l  approval of such system where 
san i ta ry  sewer or  s ep t i c  tank system  connection^ have not been inspec- 
ted 2nd approved, o r  where the public san i ta ry  sezser serving the 
premises has not been accepted f o r  service  by the Department of Public 
Works. 

C. Any inspection required under Ar t ic le  18 of the  BOG1 Sasic Plmbing 
CoJe may be i+aived by the Building Off ic ia l  under the following c i r -  
cmstanccs : 

1. Where industr ia l ized building units, mobile homes, t r ave l  t r a i l e r s  
o r  recreat ional  vehicles have been previously inspected and cer-  
t i f i e d  under the provisions of the  Virginia Jndustr ia l jzed Build- 
ing Unit and Mobile Home Safety Regulations, o r  

2. I'ihere prefabricated construction has been approved under the  pro- 
visions of Section 1904.0 of the B O U  Basic Buildin,: Code, o r  

3. Were  i n  the judgement of the  Chief Plumbing Inspector ce r t a in  
inspections a r e  not  necessary because of the  scope and type of 
plmbing t o  be ins ta l led .  

Section 4-76. Required Inspections; E lec t r ica l  Code, Exceptions. 

A. Inspections of e l e c t r i c a l  work covered by the National E lec t r i ca l  Code 
required under t h i s  sect ion s h a l l  be performed by an e l e c t r i c a l  in -  
spector upon not i f ica t ion  from the permit holder o r  h i s  agent. Such 
inspector s h a l l  e i t he r  approve t h a t  por t ion of the e l e c t r i c a l  work as  
conpleted o r  s h a l l  not i fy  t he  permit holder o r  h i s  agent wherein the 
same f a i l s  t o  comply with the E lec t r i ca l  Code o r  other building reg- 
ula t ions .  

5. b a minim1 the following inspections s h a l l  be required: 

1. Rough inspection: To be made a f t e r  a l l  wiring and e l e c t r i c a l  
equipment t ha t  i s  to  be covered o r  concealed has been ins ta l led .  

2. F i n d  inspection: To be made a f t e r  a l l  e l e c t r i c a l  work is c m -  
p l e t e  and ready t o  be connected t o  an e l e c t r i c i t y  supply system. 

C. Additional inspections may be required by the Chief E lec t r i ca l  Inspec- 
t o r  where i n  h i s  judgement such inspections a r e  necessary because of 
the scope o r  complexity of the  e l e c t r i c a l  work t o  be ins ta l led .  

D. Any rough inspection required under t h i s  section may be waived by the 
Cnief E lec t r i ca l  Inspector where i n  h i s  judgement such inspzction i s  
not  necessary because of the scope and type of e l e c t r i c a l  \cork t o  be 
ins ta l led .  

E. Inspections sha l l  not be required of e l e c t r i c a l  work as  may be in- 
s t a l l e d  without an e l e c t r i c a l  permit under the exemptions l i s t e d  i n  
Section 1505.1 of the  SOC4 Basic Building Code, o r  such e l e c t r i c a l  
work as  ma)- be i n s t a l l ed  i n  industr ia l ized building uni t s ,  mobile 
hones, t r ave l  t r a i l e r s ,  o r  recreational vehicles governed by the V i r -  
g inia  Industr ia l ized Building Unit and Mobile Home Safety Regulatio~ns. 



Section 4 - 7 7 .  Cer t i f ica te  of Inspection; Elec t r ica l  Work. 

A. Ths Certificate of Inspection required by Section 1505.0 of the BOCA 
Basic Building ['ode sha l l  be issued by the  Chief Eles t r ica i  Inspector 
o r  h i s  authorized representative.  One copy of such c e r t i f i c a t e  sha l l  
be furnished t o  the permit holder and one copy s h a l l  bz furnished t o  
the l - i rg in ia  Elec t r ic  and Power Company. 

B. Khenevr the Suilding Off ic ia l  s h a l l  grant permission fo r  the tempo- 
r a n  use of e l e c t r i c  poirer under the provisions of Section 1504.0 of 
the BCGA Basic Building Code, the temporary Cer t i f ica te  of Inspection 
s h a l l  be furnished t o  the oimer of the premises concerned and s h a l l  
contain a spcc i f ic  condition and order t h a t  such temporary use s h a l l  
not p e m i t  311)- occupancy iihatsoever of any building or s t ructure  cov- 
ered by such temporary c e r t i f i c a t e .  Notice of the issue of such 
temporary c e r t i f i c a t e  sha l l  be given t o  the Virginia Electr ic  and 
Pciier Cowany. 

Section 4-78. Required Inspections; Mechanical Code, Exceptions. 

A. The inspections required under the provisions of Section M-115.0 of  
the  BOCA Basic Mechanical Code o r  any inspections required under Sec- 
t i on  1103.0 of the BOCA Basic Building Code sha l l  be performed by a 
mechanical inspector upon not i f ica t ion  from the p e m i t  holder o r  h i s  . 
agent. Such inspector sha l l  e i t h e r  approve t h a t  portion of the ne- 
chanical ~ o r k  as  completed o r  s h a l l  not i fy  the pennit holder o r  h i s  
agent wherein the same f a i l s  t o  comply with the Mechanical Code o r  
other  building regulations. 

B. A f l n a l  inspection of any mechanical work t o  which gas service has , 
been furnished i n  connection therewith, s h a l l  include a ver i f ica t ion  , 
t h a t  an outside shut-off valve has been ins ta l led  a t  o r  near a prop- 
e r t y  l i n e  i n  accordance i i i th  Section 1129.5 of the BOC=.\ Basic Build- 
ing Code. 

C.  Additional inspections may be required by a mechanical inspector ibere  
i n  h i s  judgement such inspections a re  necessary because of the  scope 
o r  cowlex i ty  of the mechanical work t o  be ins ta l led .  

Section 4-79. Cer t i f ica te  of Inspection; Gas Piping. 

A mechanical inspector s h a l l  issue a Cer t i f ica te  of Inspection a f t e r  a 
final inspection has determined t h a t  a l l  gas piping on any preinises has been 
found t o  be i n  compliance with the mechanical code o r  other building regula- 
t ions.  One copy of such c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  be furnished t o  the mechanical permit 
holder and one copy s h a l l  be furnished t o  the  Virginia E lec t r i c  and Power Com- 
pany. 

Section 4-80. Other Required Inspections. 

The Building Off ic ia l  s h a l l  prescribe such other inspections a s  may be 
necessary t o  secure compliance with the  Virginia Uniform Statewide Building 
Code, the Virginia Industr ia l ized Building U n i t  and Mobile Home Safet)' Regula- 
t ions ,  the Zoning Ordinance of the Code of the County of James City,  and such 
other regulations a s  s h a l l  properly f a l l  within the  enforcement responsibi l i ty  
of the Division of Bui.lding Inspection. 

Section 4-81. Duty of Permit Holder t o  Arrange for  Required Inspections. 

I t  s h a l l  be the duty of every person t o  whom a permit has been issued 
under the several  provisions of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code t o  
arrange fo r  each inspection as  may be required i n  t h i s  division. Such person 
may designate an agent i n  h i s  employ t o  not i fy  an appropriate inspector t h a t  



spec i f ic  construction ~so rk  i s  ready- f o r  inspection. Receipt of such no t i f i ca -  
t i02 o r  request f o r  a spec i f ic  type of inspection s h a l l  be taken t o  mean tha t  
suck m r k  t o  be inspected has been completed t o  t he  degree required for  such 
i n s p x t i o n  and t h a t  reasonable access t o  the work has been provided t o  the  in- 
spzctor.  

Section 4-82.  t\tiditional Inspections; Service Charge. 

i:"r,enmer the Chief Building Inspector, Chief I<lectr ical  Inspector, Chief 
P l lx i s ix~  Inspector, o r  a mechanical inspector s h a l l  determine tha t  inspections 
ir. a6 t i t i on  t o  those required i n  t h i s  divis ion a re  necessar). owing t o  t he  f a i l -  
m e  of a cantractor t o  properp,' correct  fau l ty  work, o r  where a contractor has 
requested an inspection before the work t o  he inspected has been completed t o  
the degree required, o r  where the inspector cannot obtain reasonable access t o  
the xork t o  be inspected, he may assess a senrice charge of four do l la rs  for  
each addit ional inspection v i s i t .  Such charge sha l l  be chargeable t o  theholder  
of t k  p e n i t  covering such work and sha l l  be paid t o  the  County a t  t he  Division 
of Building Inspection p r i o r  t o  f i n a l  approval. of such xork. 

Division 2 .  Violations,  Penal t ies .  

Section 4-85. Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code; Prosecution of 
Violations,  Procedures. 

The provisions of Section 122.2 of the BOCA Basic Building Code a s  amended 
i n  the  1974 Accumulative Supplement t o  the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building 
Code s h a l l  govern the  prosecution of violat ions  of s a i d  code as  adopted i n  Sec- 
t i on  4-3 of t h i s  chapter; provided however, t h a t  t he  Building Off ic ia l  o r  any 
perscn assigxed t o  the  Bureau of Building Inspection who has been appointed as 
a special  pol ice  of f icer  s h a l l  have the authority t o  serve a wri t ten not ice  of 
v io la t ion  a i d  t o  order the abatement of such violat ion.  The Building Off ic ia l  
o r  any such spec ia l  pol ice  o f f i ce r  a r e  each hereby granted the authori ty  t o  is- 
sue a sumons t o  t he  General Dis t r ic t  Court t o  my person i n  the County who 
s h a l l  f a i l  t o  obey a lawful order contained i n  such not ice  of violation. 

Section 4 -54 .  Other Building and Zoning Regulations; Prosecution of Violations, 
Procedure. 

The Building Off ic ia l ,  Zoning Administrator, Chief Housing Inspector o r  
any 22rson assigned t o  the  Bureau of Building Inspection who has been appointed 
as a s ~ e c i a l  pol ice  o i f i c e r  and has bcen given the duty t o  enforce other build- 
ing regulations s e t  fo r th  i n  t h i s  chapter, and the Zoning Ordinance s e t  f o r t h  
i n  the  Code of the County of James City s h a l l  have the  authority t o  serve a 
wr i t ten  not ice  of violat ion and t o  order the abatement of such violation.  The 
sa id  3uilding Off ic ia l ,  Zoning Administrator, and spec ia l  pol ice  o f f i ce r s  a r e  
each hereby granted the authority t o  issue a sumnons t o  the General D i s t r i c t  
Court t o  any person i n  the County who s h a l l  Fai l  t o  obey a lawful order con- 
tained i n  such noti.ce of violat ion.  

S e c t i m  4-85.  Violation Penal t ies .  

A. For thc pulyose of t h i s  sect ion,  the  tenn Basic Code sha l l  be taken 
t o  niean the I ' irginia Uniform Statewide Building Code as  described i n  
Part  .A of the 1974 Acc~unulative Supplement t o  the Virginia Uniform 
Statebide Building Code. 

B. An); person who sha l l  v io la te  a provision of the  Basic Code o r  s h a l l  
f a i l  t o  comply with any of the  requirements thereof o r  who s h a l l  
e rec t ,  construct ,  a l t e r  o r  repair  a building o r  s t ructure  i n  viola- 
t ion  of on approved plan o r  d i rec t ive  of the Building Off ic ia l ,  o r  of 
a pernit. o r  c e r t i f i c a t e  issued under thc  provisions of t he  Basic Ccde, 
s h a l l  be guil t) ;  of a misdemeanor, punishable by a f ine  of not more 
than f ive  hundred dol la rs  ($500.00).  Each day that  a violat ion con- 
t inues sha l l  be deemed a separate offensc.  
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C. .by person who sha l l  vj-olate a provision of t h i s  chapter, or the 7.oni.r.g 
O r d i n x u  or. sha l l  f a i l  t o  cornply with any of the requirements thereof 
o r  who sha l l  e rec t ,  construct,  a l t e r  or  repair  a building or structure 
i n  violat ion of an approved plan or  d i rec t ive  of the Building Official ,  
o r  of a peniiit o r  c e r t i f i c a t e  issued under the  provisions of t h i s  cbp-  
t e r  o r  the Zoning Ordinance, sha l l  be gu i l ty  of a misdmeanor, punish- 
able by a fi.ne of not more than f ive  hmdred dol lars  ($300.00) . Each 
day tha t  a violation continues sha l l  be deemed a separate offense. 

D ,  Any person who s h a l l  continue any work i n  or  about the building a f t e r  
having been served with a stop order, except such work as he is direc- 
ted  to  perform t o  remove a violat ion or  unsafe conditions, sha l l  be 
l i a b l e  t o  a f ine of not more than f ive  hmmdred dol lars  [$500.00). 

Section 4-86. Abatement of Violation. 

The irnposition of the penalties herein prescribed s h a l l  not preclude the 
County Attorney from ins t i tu t ing  appropriate action t o  prevent con- 
s t ruc t ion  o r  t o  r e s t r a in ,  correct o r  abate a violat ion,  o r  t o  prevent i l l e g a l  
occupancy of a building, s t ruc ture  or  premises o r  t o  stop an i l l e g a l  ac t ,  con- 
duct business o r  use of a building or  s t ructure i n  o r  about any premises. 

That Chapter 5 - Elec t r ic i ty ,  Chapter 8 - Gas, Chapter 14 - Plmbing, and 
Chapter 16, Sections 16-1 through 16-7 of the Code of  the County of James City, 
be and the same a re ,  hereby, repealed in t h e i r  ent i rety.  

An emergency is hereby declared t o  ex i s t ,  and t h i s  ordinance sha l l  be in 
f u l l  force and e f fec t  from the date of i ts  adoption. 

rd  of Supervisors 
es City County, Virginia 

Adopted by the Board of Supervisors ,  J a m e s  City County. Virginia, this  9th 
day of September,  1974,  a s  an  Emergency Ordinance. 


