
ORDINANCE NO. 31A-52 

A D O P T E D  

MAR 12 1979 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
JAMES CITY C O U N ~ J  - 

VIRGINIA I 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEM) AND REORDAIN CHAPTER 20, ZONING, OF THE CODE OF THE 
COUNTY OF JAMES CITY, ARTICLE I ,  I N  GENEW, SECTION 20-2, DEFINITIONS, BY 
AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF "FAMILY". 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of James City tha t  
Chapter 20, Zoning, of the Code of the County of James City, Ar t ic le  I ,  In 
General, Section 20-2, Definitions, be and the same is, hereby, amended and 
reordained by amending the defini t ion of "Family". 

ZONING 

Art icle  I ,  In  General. 

Section 20-2. Definitions. 

"Family" - One or  more persons related by blood, adoption, or  marriage, 
l iving and cooking together as  a s ingle  housekeeping un i t ,  exclusive of house- 
hold servants. A number of persons not exceeding three,  l iving and cooking 
together as  a single housekeeping uni t  though not re la ted  by blood, adoption, 
or  marriage s h a l l  be deemed t o  const i tute  a family. 

This ordinance sha l l  be i n  f u l l  force and ef fec t  from the date of its 
adoption. 

'stewart U. Taylor, CKairman 
Board of Supervisors 
James City county 

ATTEST : 

Adopted by the Board of Supervisors, James City County, Virginia, on 
t h i s  twelfth day of March, 1979. 



M E M O R A N D U M  

DATE : March 13, 1979 
W'lliam C. Porter, Jr., Director of Planning 

TO : 2 rank M. Morton, 111, County Attorney 

FROM: James B. Oliver, Jr., County Administrator 

SUBJECT: Board of Supervisors Agenda Item f: D-5 

CASE NO. 2-13-78 - Definition of a Family 

The above referenced item was a p p r o v e d / X I X Y & ~ N ~ % % l  

at the Board of Supervisors Meeting of March 12, 1979 

Continue to process as appropriate. 

(If checked) forward copy of correspondence sent to 

applicant, to this office. 



M E M O R A N D U M  

DATE : March 1, 1979 

TO: The Honorable Chairman and Members of the 
Board of Supervisors 

FROM : William C. Porter,  Jr., Director of Planning 

SUBJECT: Case No. 2-13-78 - Definit ion of a Family 

For several  months the  Planning Commission has been reviewing the 
def in i t ion  of a family. Attached i s  the def in i t ion  of a family 
developed by the Planning Commission. 

The proposed def in i t ion  of a family places a l i m i t  of three on the 
number of unrelated individuals who may l i v e  together as a family 
uni t  fo r  zoning purposes. The proposed ordinance does not r e s t r i c t  
the number of people who a r e  re la ted  by blood, marriage, or adop- 
t ion  who may l i v e  together a s  a family. The purpose of the 
proposed def in i t ion  is t o  prevent the  abuse of the present defini-  
t i o n  which has, i n  several  instances, resul ted i n  large numbers of 
unrelated individuals l iv ing  together i n  a s ingle  family dwelling. 
Such abuse of ten creates  t r a f f i c  problems and may damage the 
single family character of a neighborhood. 

A s  with the def in i t ion  of a home occupation, the Ad Hoc Committee 
of the Planning Commission reviewed the proposed def in i t ion  i n  
de t a i l .  The Ad Hoc Committee, i n  proposing the l i m i t  of three 
unrelated individuals,  recognized t h a t  insomecases a number la rger  
than three  may not be unreasonable. Because the Zoning Ordinance 
must be spec i f ic ,  a number which was f e l t  t o  be most reasonable 
was recommended. The Ad Hoc Committee f e l t  t h a t  i n  the cases 
where a larger  number of unrelated persons could be reasonably 
defined a s  a family and the def in i t ion  would create  a hardship, 
the exis t ing procedures fo r  appeal t o  the Board of Zoning Appeals 
would provide adequate r e l i e f .  In those cases where a group of 
unrelated people wished t o  l i v e  together i n  a quasi-family s i tua-  
t i on  such a s  a f r a t e rn i ty  house o r  group home, the Zoning Ordinance 
provision f o r  a Special Use Permit may o f fe r  r e l i e f .  



SUBJECT: Case No. 2-13-78 - Definition of a Family 
Page two 

Recommendation 

The Planning Commission, during its February 27 meeting, voted 
unanimously to recommend approval of Case No. 2-13-78 - Definition 
of a Family by the Board of Supervisors. 

' <  \ ( \', A ,k % 

William C . ~orter',~ Jr . 
Director of Planning 

Attachment 


