
ORDINANCE NO. 7 A - 8  

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REORDAIN CHAPTER 3 .  ANIMALS AND FOWL. OF 

THE CODE OF THE COUNTY OF JAMES CITY. ARTICLE 11. DOGS. 

BE I T  ORDAINED by t h e  Board o f  Supervisors o f  t h e  County o f  James 

C i t y  t h a t  t he  Code o f  t h e  County be amended and reordained by 

-. 
amending Chapter 3  as fo l l ows :  

A D O P T E D  
NOV19 1994 

ANIMALS AND FOWL BOARD OP SUPERVISORS 
SAME5 CITY COUNTY 

VIRGINIA 

A r t i c l e  11. Dogs. 

Sec. 3-3. Vaccinat ion o f  dogs; l i cense  o f  dogs. 

(a )  It s h a l l  be un lawfu l  f o r  any person t o  own, keep, ho ld  o r  

harbor any dog over t h e  age o f  s i x  (6 )  months w i t h i n  t h e  County, 

unless such dog s h a l l  have been vaccinated by a  l i censed 

v e t e r i n a r i a n  w i t h  a  mod i f ied  l i v e  v i r u s  rab ies  vaccine approved by 

t h e  s t a t e  department o f  h e a l t h  w i t h i n  a  pe r iod  o f  t h i r t y - s i x  (36) 

months o r  w i t h  a  k i l l e d  rab ies  vaccine approved by t h e  s t a t e  

department o f  hea l th  w i t h i n  a  per iod  o f  twelve (12) months. I f .  

however, such vacc ina t ion  would th rea ten  t h e  phys i ca l  w e l l  being o f  

such dog, t h e  owner o f  such dog s h a l l  ob ta in  a  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  signed 

by a  l i censed ve te r i na r ian ,  c e r t i f y i n g  such f a c t ,  and t h e  owner 

s h a l l  keep such dog i n  quarant ine u n t i l  t h e  same i s  vaccinated. 



(b)  Any person t ranspor t i ng  a  dog i n t o  t h e  County from some 

o the r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  s h a l l  comply w i t h  t h e  requirements o f  subsection 

(a) o f  t h i s  sec t i on  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  (30) days subsequent t o  b r ing ing  

such dog i n t o  t h e  county. 

( c )  A ve te r ina r ian  vacc inat ing  a  dog as requ i red  by t h i s  

s e c t i o n  s h a l l  i ssue t o  t h e  owner o f  t h e  dog a  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  

vacc inat ion  showing: 

(1)  Date o f  vaccinat ion;  

( 2 )  Sex and breed o f  t he  dog; 

(3)  The dog's weight. c o l o r  and marks; 

(4) Rabies t a g  number; 

( 5 )  Name o f  t he  owner; 

(6) Amount and k i n d  o f  vaccine i n j e c t i o n ;  and 

(7) Method of t n j e c t i o n .  

(d)  Every owner o r  custodian o f  a  dog over the  age o f  s i x  (6) 

months owned, possessed o r  kept  i n  t h e  County o f  James C i t y  s h a l l  

ob ta in  a  dog l i cense  by making o r a l  o r  w r i t t e n  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  the  

county t reasurer .  o r  h i s  designee. 



(e )  Each a p p l i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be accompanied by the  amount o f  

l i cense  t a x  and a c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  vacc ina t ion .  

Sec. 3-5. Annual t a x  imposed on dogs and kennels; amount o f  tax ,  

when and where payable. 

There i s  hereby imposed an annual dog l i c e n s e  t a x  upon a l l  dogs 

over  t he  age o f  s i x  ( 6 )  months which a re  owned, possessed o r  kep t  i n  

t h e  county, as f o l l ows :  

A l l  dogs regard less of sex ............................ $ 4.00 

Kennel f o r  up t o  10 dogs .............................. 10.00 

Kennel f o r  11 t o  20 .................................... 15.00 

Kennel f o r  over  20 dogs ................................ 25.00 

Dup l ica te  f o r  l o s t  t a g  .................................. 1.00 

The t a x  s h a l l  be payable t o  t he  county t reasu re r  by January 1 s t  

o f  each year.  

EXCEPTION: While tags s h a l l  be worn by a l l  dogs over t h e  age o f  

s i x  ( 6 )  months, as prov ided i n  sec t i on  3-4 o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  t he re  

s h a l l  be no charge f o r  t h e  t a g  o f  any dog t h a t  i s  t r a i n e d  and serves 



as a guide dog f o r  a b l i n d  person o r  t h a t  i s  t r a i n e d  and serves as a 

hear ing dog f o r  a deaf o r  hear ing impaired person. As used i n  t h i s  

sect ion.  "hearing dog" means a dog t r a i n e d  t o  a l e r t  i t s  owner by 

touch t o  sounds o f  danger and sounds t o  which t h e  owner should 

respond. 

Sec. 3-7. Running a t  l a r g e  p r o h i b i t e d  A p r i l  15 th  through J u l y  15th; 

v i o l a t i o n s .  

(a) Dogs are p r o h i b i t e d  from running a t  l a r g e  i n  t he  county i n  

each calendar year dur ing  t h e  per iod  from A p r i l  15 th  t o  J u l y  15th. 

During t h i s  t ime a l l  dogs s h a l l  be kept  on a leash o r  under d i r e c t  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  owner o r  custodian t o  i nsu re  t h a t  t h e  dog i s  n o t  

roaming. running o r  se l f -hunt ing  o f f  t h e  p rope r t y  o f  t he  owner o r  

custodian. 

(b) Any dog observed o r  captured dur ing  t h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  

per iod ,  w i thou t  proper i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  s h a l l  be disposed o f  i n  

accordance w i t h  sect ions 3-10 and 3-11. 

( c )  Any dog i d e n t i f i e d  as t o  ownership o r  custodianship:  I f  

such dog can be captured, t h e  owner s h a l l  reimburse t h e  county a t  

t h e  r a t e  o f  f ou r  d o l l a r s  ($4.00) per day f o r  impoundment, and a f i n e  

o f  n o t  l ess  than f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s  ($15.00) nor  more than f i f t y  

d o l l a r s  ($50.00). Owners o f  dogs no t  impounded s h a l l  be issued a 

warrant f o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p rov is ion ,  and each day t h e r e a f t e r  

t h a t  t h i s  sec t ion  i s  no t  complied w i t h  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a s e p a r a t e  

o f fense.  



Sec. 3-9. Enforcement o f  dog laws; dog warden and deput ies.  

I n  accordance w i t h  Sect ion  29-213.73 o f  t he  Code o f  V i r g i n i a .  

t he  enforcement o f  t h e  dog laws f o r  t h i s  county, and the  enforcement 

o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  vested i n  a dog warden and deputy dog warden, who 

s h a l l  be appointed pursuant t o  Sect ion 29-213.73 o f  t h e  Code o f  

V i r g i n i a .  

Sec. 3-10. impoundment and redemption of dogs n o t  wearing tags. 

The dog warden and o the r  o f f i c i a l s  appointed under t h e  

p rov i s ions  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  a re  hereby requ i red  t o  impound any dog 

no t  wearing a c o l l a r  w i t h  a cu r ren t  dog l i cense  t a g  securely  

at tached t h e r e t o  as prescr ibed by sec t ion  3-6 o r  any dog i n  

v i o l a t i o n  o f  sec t i on  3-7. Such dogs s h a l l  be impounded i n  a dog 

pound designated by  the  board of supervisors f o r  a pe r iod  o f  f i v e  

( 5 )  days, such pe r iod  t o  comnence on t h e  day imned ia te ly  f o l l o w i n g  

the  day the  dog i s  i n i t i a l l y  conf ined i n  t h e  f a c i l i t y ,  unless sooner 

claimed by t h e  owner thereof .  During t h i s  f ive-day period, t h e  dog 

may be re turned t o  i t s  owner o r  custodian, upon proof  o f  ownership. 

purchase o f  dog t a g  and d i sp lay  of c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  vaccinat ion.  A 

charge o f  f o u r  d o l l a r s  ($4.00) per day f o r  boarding t h e  dog s h a l l  be 

p a i d  by t h e  owner t o  t h e  t reasu re r  before the  dog may be released. 



A r t i c l e  111. Rabies Regulations 

Sec. 3-18. Report o f  ex is tence o f  r a b i d  animal. 

Every person having knowledge o f  t h e  ex is tence o f  an animal 

apparent ly  a f f l i c t e d  w i t h  rabies s h a l l  r e p o r t  imned ia te ly  t o  t h e  

h e a l t h  department t he  ex is tence o f  such animal, t h e  p lace where 

seen, t he  owner's name, i f  known, and t h e  symptoms suggest ing rab ies .  

Sec. 3-19. Emergency ordinance r e q u i r i n g  confinement o r  r e s t r a i n t  

o f  dogs and ca ts  when r a b i d  animal a t  la rge .  

When the re  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  a r a b i d  animal 

i s  a t  la rge ,  t he  board o f  supervisors s h a l l  have t h e  power t o  pass 

an emergency ordinance, which s h a l l  become e f f e c t i v e  imned ia te ly  

upon passage, r e q u i r i n g  owners o f  a l l  dogs and ca ts  i n  t h e  county t o  

keep the  same conf ined on t h e i r  premises, unless leashed under 

r e s t r a i n t  o f  t he  owner i n  such a manner t h a t  persons o r  animals w i l l  

n o t  be sub jec t  t o  t h e  danger o f  being b i t t e n  thereby. Any emergency 

ordinance enacted pursuant t o  t he  prov is ions  o f  t h i s  sec t i on  s h a l l  

be opera t ive  f o r  a pe r iod  no t  t o  exceed t h i r t y  (30) days, unless 

renewed by the  board o f  supervisors. 

Sec. 3-20. Confinement o r  des t ruc t i on  o f  dogs o r  c a t s  showing signs 

o f ,  o r  suspected of having, rabies.  



Dogs o r  ca ts  showing a c t i v e  s igns o f  rabies o r  suspected o f  

having rab ies  s h a l l  be conf ined under competent observat ion f o r  

such a  t ime  as may be necessary t o  determine a  d iagnosis .  I f  

confinement i s  impossib le o r  impract icable,  such dog o r  c a t  s h a l l  be 

euthanized by one o f  t h e  methods prescr ibed o r  approved by the s t a t e  

ve te r i na r ian .  

Sec. 3-21. Des t ruc t i on  o r  confinement o f  dog o r  c a t  b i t t e n  by r a b i d  

animal.  

Any dog o r  c a t  f o r  which no proof  o f  cu r ren t  rab ies  vacc ina t ion  

i s  ava i l ab le ,  and which i s  b i t t e n  by an animal be l ieved t o  be 

a f f l i c t e d  w i t h  rab ies  s h a l l  be conf ined i n  a  pound, kennel o r  

enclosure approved by t h e  h e a l t h  department f o r  a  pe r iod  n o t  t o  

exceed s i x  ( 6 )  months, a t  t he  expense o f  t he  owner: however, i f  t h i s  

i s  n o t  f eas ib le ,  t h e  dog o r  c a t  s h a l l  be euthanized by  one o f  t h e  

methods approved by t h e  s t a t e  ve ter inar ian .  A rab ies  vacc ina t ion  

s h a l l  be adminis tered a t  t h e  beginning o f  confinement. Any dog o r  

c a t  so b i t t e n ,  w i t h  p roof  o f  a  v a l i d  rabies vaccinat ion,  s h a l l  be 

revaccinated imned ia te ly  a f t e r  t h e  b i t e  and s h a l l  be conf ined t o  t h e  

premises o f  t he  owner, o r  o the r  s i t e  as may be approved by t h e  

h e a l t h  department, f o r  a  pe r iod  o f  n i n e t y  (90) days. 

Sec. 3-21. Confinement o r  des t ruc t i on  o f  animal which has b i t t e n  

person. 



A t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  heal th,  any animal which has 

b i t t e n  a  person s h a l l  be conf ined under competent observa t ion  f o r  

t e n  (10) days, unless t h e  animal develops a c t i v e  symptoms o f  rab ies  

o r  exp i res  be fore  t h a t  t ime; provided. t h a t  a  s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  o r  

s i c k  animal may be humanely euthanized as prov ided by Sect ion  5-103 

and i t s  head sent  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  department f o r  evaluat ion.  

Sec. 3-22. Unlawful acts; p e n a l t i e s  

The f o l l o w i n g  s h a l l  be un lawfu l  and be punishable by f i n e s  o f  up 

t o  one hundred d o l l a r s  ($100.00): 

License a p p l i c a t i o n .  For any person t o  make a  f a l s e  

statement i n  order  t o  secure a  dog l i c e n s e  t o  which he i s  

no t  e n t i t l e d .  

License tax .  For any dog owner t o  f a i l  t o  pay t h e  l i c e n s e  

t a x  requ i red  by t h i s  chapter  before February 1 s t  f o r  t he  

year i n  which i t  i s  due. I n  add i t i on ,  t h e  c o u r t  may order  

c o n f i s c a t i o n  and t h e  proper  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  dog. 

Dead animals o r  fowl .  For any owner t o  f a i l  t o  dispose o f  

t h e  body o f  h i s  animal o r  fowl  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  s e c t i o n  3-2. 

Diseased dogs. For t h e  owner o f  any dog w i t h  a  contagious 

o r  i n f e c t i o u s  disease t o  permi t  such dog t o  s t r a y  f rom h i s  

premises i f  such disease i s  known t o  t h e  owner. 



( 5 )  Removing c o l l a r  and tag. For any person, except t h e  owner 

o r  custodian, t o  remove t h e  l e g a l l y  acquired l i cense  t a g  

f rom a dog. 

( 6 )  Concealing a dog. For any person t o  conceal o r  harbor any 

dog on which the  l i c e n s e  t a x  has n o t  been paid, o r  t o  

conceal a mad o r  v i c i ous  dog t o  keep the  same from being 

k i l l e d .  

( 7 )  Roaming a t  la rge .  For t h e  owner o r  custodian o f  any dog t o  

permi t  such animal t o  roam a t  l a r g e  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  sec t i on  

3-8. 

(8 )  Rabies vaccinat ion.  For any dog owner t o  f a i l  t o  have a 

c u r r e n t  rab ies  vacc ina t ion  c e r t i f i c a t e .  

( 9 )  Rabies regu la t ions .  For any person t o  f a i l  t o  obey 

Sect ions 3-18 through 3-21. 



Attes t :  

~ a t k d e .  Oliver,  Jr. 

Clerk t o  the Board 

Stewart U. Taylor. Chairman 

Board of Supervisors 

SUPERVISOR VOTE 

BROWN AYE 
DEPUE AYE 
EDWARDS AYE 
MAHONE NAY 
TAYLOR NAY 

Adopted by the  Board of Supervisors of James City County. 

Virginia t h i s  1 9 t h  day of November , 1984. 


