
JUN 9 2009 

ORDINANCE NO, 31A-241 
1lOAiD OF SI)PFwV!SOt>s 

JAMES C!fY CCUI"IY 
VIIIGINI" 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REORDAIN CHAPTER 24, ZONING, OF THE CODE OF THE 

COUNTY OF JAMES CITY, VIRGINIA, BY AMEt-.'DING ARTICLE V, DISTRICTS, DIVISION 10, 

GENERAL BUSINESS DISTRICT, B-1, SECTION 24-393. SETBACK REQUIREMENTS, AND 

DIVISION II, LIMITED BUSINESS/INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, 1'.1-1, SECTION 24-415, SETBACK 

REQUIREMENTS. 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of James City, Virginia, that Chapter 24, 

Zoning, is hereby amended and reordained by amending Section 24-393, Setback requirements, and 

Section 24-415, Setback requirements. 

Chapter 24, Zoning 

Article V, Districts 

Division 10. General Business District, B-1 

Sec. 24-393. Setback requirements. 

Structures shall be located 50 feet or more from any street right-of-way which is 50 feet or greater in 

width, Where the street right-of-way is less than 50 feet in width, structures shall be located 75 feet or 

more from the centerline of the street. 

(1) Setbacks may be reduced to 25 feet [Tom any street right-of-way which is 50 feet or greater in 

width or 50 feet from the centerline of the street where the street right-of-way is less than 50 feet in 

width with approval of the development review committee. 

A site shall not be considered fur a setback reduction jf it is located on a planned road that is designated 

for widening improvements. A planned road includes any road or similar transportation facility as 

desi!,'11ated on the Comprehensive Plan, Six-Year Primary or Secondary Road Plan, Peninsula Area 

Transportation Plan or any road plan adopted by the board of supervisors. The development review 

committee will conSider a setback reduction only if the setback reduction will achieve results which 

clearly sahsfy the overall purposes and intent of section 24-86 (Landscaping and Tree Preservation 

Requirements); if the setbacks do not negatively impact adjacent property owners; and if one or more of 

the following criteria are met: 
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(a) The site is locateu on a Community Character Corridor or is designated a Community 

Character Area on the Comprehensive Plan Land Use \1ap, and proposed setbacks will better 

complement the design standards of the Community Character Corridor. 

(b) The adjacent properties havc setbacks that are non-conforming with this section, and the 

proposed setbacks will better complement the established setbacks of adjacent properties, where 

such setbacks help achieve the goals and objectives of the Comprehensive Plan. 

(c) The applicant has offered extraordinary site design which l>e!lef meets or exceeds the 

Development Standards of the Comprehensive Plan. 

(2) In areas where the board of supervisors has adopted specific design guidelines that call for 

reduction of setbacks in excess of those permilled in sub-section (1), the development review committee 

Gan approve reductions upon.finding substantial conformance with recommendationsjrom the guidelines 

and compliance with the criteria from sub-section (1) above. 

Division 11. Limited BusinesslIndustrial District, \1- I 

Sec. 24-415. Setback requirements, 

(a) Structures !>hall be located 50 feet or more from any street right-ot~way which is 50 feet or 

greater in width. Where the strcet right-ot:way is less than 50 feet in width, structures shall be located 75 

feet or more from the center line of the street. The minimum setback of any portion of a structure which 

is in excess of 35 feet in height shall be increased one foot for each two teet of the structure's height in 

excess of 35 feet. 

(b) The minimum setback shall also be increased to a minimum of 75 feet from any street with a 

right-of-way 50 fccl or greater in width and 100 feet from any street with a right-of-way of less than 50 

fcet of width when the property immediately across the street is zoned residential. The minimum setback 

of any portion of a structure across the street from property mned residential which is in excess of 35 

feel in height shall be increased one foot for each two feet of the structure's height in excess of 35 feet. 



Ordinance to A mend and Reordain 
Chapter 24. Zoning 
Page 3 

(c) Setbacks for commercial uses may be reduced to 25 feet from any street right-aI-way which is 

50 feet or greater in width or 50 feet from the centerline ofthe street where the street right-aI-way is less 

than 50feet in width with approval ofthe development review committee. 

A site shall not be considered for a setback reduction if it is located on a planned road that is designated 

for widening improvements. A planned road includes any road or similar transportation facility as 

designated on the Comprehensive Plan, SI:x- Year Primary or Secondary Road Plan, Peninsula Area 

Transportation Plan or any road plan adopted by the board of supervisors. The development review 

commillee will consider a setback reduction only if the setback reduction will achieve results which 

clearly satisfo the overall purposes and intent of section 24-86 (Landscaping and Tree Preservation 

Requirements); if the setbacks do not negatively impact adjacent property owners; and ifone or more of 

the following criteria are met: 

(1) The site is located on a Community Character Corridor or is designated a Community 

Character Area on the Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map, and proposed setbacks will beller 

complement the design standards ofIhe Community Character Corridor. 

(2) The adjacent properties have setbacks that are non-conforming wilh this section, and the 

proposed setbacks will better complement the established setbacks ofadjacent properties, where 

such setbacks help achieve the goals and objectives ofthe Comprehensive Plan. 

(3) The applicant has offered site design which meets or exceeds the Development Standards of 

the Comprehensive Plan. 

(d) In areas where the board of supervisors has adopted specific design guidelines that call for 

reduction of setbacks in excess ofthose permilled in sub-section (c), the development review commillee 

call approve reductions upon finding substantial conformance with recommendations from the guidelines 

and compliance with the criteria from sub-section (c) above. 
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G. Kennedy 
an, Board of Supen~sors 

ATTEST: VOTE
"",-+±~ ......-~--

AYE 
'~; UJI" JONES AYE 

" ·o~:::L\....CL\'\...~ MCGLENNON AYE I 
ICENHOUR AYE ~WannerSanford 
KENNEDY AYE

Clerk to the Board 

Adopted by the Board of SupervIsors of .lames City County, Virginia, this 9th day of June, 2009. 
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