ADOPTED

"JUN 22 2010!

ORDINANCE NO. 31A-245 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

‘ JAMES CITY COUNTY
' VIRGINIA
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REORDAIN CHAPTER 24, ZONING, OF THE CODE OF THE

COUNTY OF JAMES CITY, VIRGINIA, BY AMENDING ARTICLE II, SPECIAL REGULATIONS,
DIVISION 3, EXTERIOR SIGNS; SECTION 24-73, SPECIAL REGULATIONS FOR CERTAIN

SIGNS; AND SECTION 24-77, EXCEPTIONS.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of James City, Virginia, that Chapter 24,
Zoning, Article 11, Special Regulations, Division 3, Exterior Signs, is hereby amended and reordained by

amending Section 24-73, Special regulations for certain signs; and Section 24-77, Exceptions.

Chapter 24, Zoning
Article I1. Special Regulations

Division 3. Exterior Signs
Sec. 24-73. Special regulations for certain signs.

(i) Blade signs in mixed-use districts. Blade signs are permitted in mixed-use districts, as long as the
project is regulated by a design review board, governed by specific architectural and design standards,
and guided by an approved master plan of development, alt of which shall be approved by the board of
supervisors. Blade signs must adhere to the following limitations and requirements:

(1)  There shall be no more than one sign per public entrance to any given building;

(2) The sign(s) shall be positioned at the public entrance(s) of the building;

(3)  An individual blade sign shall be no more than 12 square feet in area;

(5 4) The sign shall be mounted such that the bottom edge of the sign is not less than eight feet

from the finished grade dircctly underneath it;
(6 5) Blade signs shall be unlit, or externally illuminated in such a way that bulbs, lenses, and
globes shall not be visible from the right-of-way, and light shall not be directed in such a way

as to cause glare for passing motorists or pedestrians;
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(% 6) Blade signs that extend over a public right-of-way are subject to the prior approval of the
controlling public entity. If approved, the developer shalt provide positive proof of insurance
for each sign mounted over the public right-of-way, or an alternate liability instrument
deemed suitable by the controlling public entity;

(8 7} All blade signs shall obtain the prior approval of the design review board for the mixed-use

project before they are installed.

(k) Pedestrian-scale directional signs in mixed-use districts. Small, free-standing signs designed to
direct pedestrian traffic to locations of interest within the development may be placed in mixed-use
districts, as long as the project is regulated by a design review board, governed by specific architectural
and design standards, and guided by an approved master plan of development, all of which shall be
approved by the board of supervisors, Pedestrian-scale directional signs must adhere to the following
limitations and requirements:
(1}  Such individual signs shall be no more than 16-24 square feet in total area, and may not have
more than two faces. Only one side of a double-faced sign shall be included in a computation

of sign area;

(n)  Sandwich board signs. Sandwich board signs may be permitted in areas designated for commercial
use located in mixed-use districts, as long as the project is regulated by o design review board, governed
by specific architectural and design standards, and guided by an approved Master Plan of development,
all of which shall be approved by the board of supervisors. Alternatively, such signs may be located in
other areas where there exists approved design guidelines adopted by the board of supervisors when such

signs comply with said guidelines.

Sandwich board signs must adhere to the following requirements:

(1)  One sandwich board sign displaying menu items or daily specials on the premises shall be
permitted at each public entrance of a business location.

(2)  Such sign(s) shall not exceed 12 square feet in area and five feet in height,

(3)  Sign(s) shall be located on premises or no more than ten feet from the seating area or access
door and shall not block the flow of pedestrian traffic. Any such sign shall be removed at

close of business each day.
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Sec. 24-77. Exceptions.

(a) Upon application, the administrator or his designee may grant an on-premises sign limitation

waiver which may allow:

(6)

One additional building face sign not to exceed the building unit’s front fagade or 60 square
Jfeet, whichever is smaller, when the unit is located in a Mixed-Use district and an area
designated for commercial uses on the binding master plan as long as the project is regulated
by a design review board, governed by specific architectural and design standards, and
guided by an approved binding master plan of development, all of which shall be approved
by the board of supervisors. The size and scale of the sign and proportion of lettering,
characters, and figures shall complement the design, scale, size, and materials of the building
as well as the distance of the building from adjacent public rights-of-way. The scale of the
sign in proportion to the building should be balanced so that the sign is not the dominant

visual feature of the structure.

(b)  Such on-premises sign limitation waivers shall only be granted in unusual circumstances where it

can be demonstrated to the administrator or his designee that:

(1)

(2)

(3}

(4)

Unusual topography, vegetation, distance of the business or parcel from the road right-of-
way, distance between driveways, separation of grade or the location of the driveway in
relation to the location of the business and traffic patterns would impose a substantial
hardship upon the business by making the advertising signs unreadable from vehicles on the
adjoining roadway; or

The waiver would allow the business to post signs that are consistent with the majority of
other businesses located on the same parcel; or

In addition to the provisions for granting sign limitation waivers under (b)}(1) and (2} of this
subsection, if the facade of the building is so designed that a building face sign cannot be
placed upon it, and a roof sign would be the only reasonable and practical solution consistent
with good design, a sign consistent with subsection (a){4) above shall be permitted, provided
that the sign is not within 200 feet of residentially zoned property; and

That in subsections (b)(1), (2), and (3) above such waiver is consistent with traffic safety and

all other provisions of this article.
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James (G. Kennedy /
Chairman, Board of Supervisors
ATTEST: UPERVISOR  VOTE
MGGTENNON AYE /
GOODSON AYE
‘53-—“«\0""@2 “’\LM'WD\__: ICENHOUR AYE
Sanford B. Wanner JONES AYE
Clerk to the Board KENNEDY AYE

Adopted by the Board of Supervisors of lames City County, Virginia, this 22nd day of June,
2010.
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