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oRDI~A NC E NO. --"-_----"'-"----_ ~AIW OF SUPfPVISOfl.'-, 
JAMES CtTv COUN:" 

vtRGtNI)I, 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REORDAIN CHAPTER ZOJ\ING, OF THE CODE OF 'T'HE 

COUNTY OF JAMES CITY, VIRGrNIA, BY AMENDI~G ARTICLE II, SPECIAL REGULATIONS, 

DIVISION I, IN GENERAL; BY DELETING SECTION 24-41, OUTDOOR OPERATIONS AND 

STORAGE; BY AMENDING DIVISION 4, LANDSCAPING, BY AMENDING AND RENAMING 

SECTION 24-86, LANDSCAPING AND TREE PRESERVATION REQUIREMENTS WITH NEW 

NAME STATEMENT OF INTENT; BY AMENDING SECTION 24-87, ADMINISTRATIO~; BY 

RENUMBERI~G SECTION 24-88, MODIFICATION. SUBSTITUTION, TRANSFER, WITH ]\EW 

NUMBER 24-91; BY AMENDING AND RENUMBERING SECTION 24-89, TREE PROTECTION 

AND CRITERIA FOR TREE REMOVAL FOR ALL USES REQUIRING A LANDSCAPE PLAN, 

WITH NEW NUMBER 24-88; BY RENUMBERING SECTION 24-90, SIZE REQUIREMENTS FOR 

NEW PLANTINGS, WITH ~EW NUMBER 24-92; BY AMENDING AND RENUMBERING 

SECTION 24-91, SUMMARY OF DEFINITIONS FOR TREES AJ\D SHRUBS, WITH NEW 

NUMBER 24-93; BY RENUMBERING SECTION 24-92, PLANT MATERIAL STANDARDS, WITH 

NEW NUMBER 24-94; BY AMENDING AND RENUMBERING SECTION 24-93, TREE CREDITS, 

WITH NEW NUMBER 24-95; BY AMENDING AND RENUMBERING SECTION 24-94, GENERAL 

LANDSCAPE AREA STANDARDS, WITH NEW NUMBER 24-96; BY RENUMBERING SECTION 

24-95, LANDSCAPE AREAS ADJACENT TO BUILDINGS, WITH NEW NUMBER 24-97; BY 

AMENDING AND RENUMBERING SECTION 24-96, LANDSCAPE AREA(S) ALONG RIGHT(S)

OF-WAY, WITH NEW ~UMBER 24-98; BY AMENDING AND RENUMBERING SECTION 24-97, 

OFF-STREET PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING, WITH NEW ~UMBER 24-99: BY AMENDING 

AND RENUMBERING SECTIO~ 24-98, SCREENING, WITH NEW NUMBER 24-100; BY 

AMENDING AND RENUMBERING SECTION 24-99, LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS BY 

ZONING DISTRICT, WITIi' NEW NUMBER 24-101; AND BY ADDING NEW SECTIONS 24-89, 
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PHASED CLEARING PLAN; SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS; AND 24-90, GENERAL 

STANDARDS. 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of lames City, Virginia, that Chapter 24, 

Zoning, is hereby amended and reordained by amending Article II, Special Regulations, Division 1, In 

General, Section 24-41, Reserved; by amending Division 4, Landscaping, Section 24-86, Statement of 

intent: Section 24-87, Administration; Section 24-88, Tree protection and criteria for tree removal for all 

lIses requiring a landscape plan; Section 24-89 Phased clearing plan; submittal requirements; Section 24

90, General standards; Section 24-91, Modification, substitution, transfer; Section 24-92, Size 

requirements for new plantings; Section 24-93, Summary of definitions for trees and shrubs; Section 24

94, Plant material standards; Section 24-95, Tree credits; Section 24-96, General landscape area 

standards; Section 24-97, Landscape areas adjacent to buildings; Section 24-98, Landscape area(s) along 

right(s)-of-way; Section 24-99, OtT-street parking lot landscaping; Section 24-100, Screening; and 

Section 24-10 I, Landscape requirements by zoning district. 

Chapter 24. Zoning 


ARTICLE II. SPECIAL REGULATIONS 


DIVISION 1. IN GENERAL 


8eetion 24 41. Outdoor operations and storage. 

An)' commerc-ial or industrial operation or storage conducted in whole or in part out of doors shall: 

el) 	Set bae!. a minimum of 35 feet from the right of way of any street identified on a functional 

classification with a right of way 50 feet or greater in width and 60 feet from the centerline of any 

street identified on a functional classification >,Nit/) a right of way less than 50 feet in >.vidth, except 

t-haHtle outdoor display of plant materials shall be set back ten feet from any road right of v.ay 50 

feet or greater in 'tvidth and 35 feet from the centerline of any road right of ,,\ay less than 50 feet in 

"vidth; and 

(:2) 	 Be well drained .,'lith adequate provisions to control storm drainage and erosion; and 
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(3) l}/here the ground co't'er would be routinely disturbed because of the nature of the acti'l'ity to be 

conducted or because of 'l'ehicular traffic, the area shall be maintained in an all ..,'eather surface; aAd 

(1) 	Be screened from adjaceRt property by landscaping and fenciRg, except the outdoor displays for sale 

of vehicles, equipment, machinery and plant materials are exempt: from the screening requirements 

where such screening would interfere vAth the yisibility of the items for sale from a ptlblic road; and 

(5) 	Be limited to uses and items to be stored ·,..,hick do not create Roise, odor, dust or other objectionable 

effects. The effects of an actiyit)' shall be measured at the nearest property line. 

DIVISION 4. LANDSCAPING 

Section 24-86. Landseaping ana tree presen'ati6n requirements. Statement ojintent. 

The purpose of this sectioR division is to promote the public health, safety and welfare by providing for 

the preservation and planting oftrees in order to safeguard and enhance residential and commercial real 

estate values; reduce noise. glare, and heat; conserve energy; buffer noise and wind; mitigate storm 

water runoff; protect properties from erosion; and provide habitats for wildlife. 

These objectives will be realized through regulatory measures which seek to encourage planting of trees, 

discourage tree removal and promote preserving specimen trees. The preservation, installation, and 

l11ai~ltenance of trees and plant materials w-fHe&.will: 

(1) Ensure development which is consistent with the goals of the Comprehensive Plan related to 

natural resources, environmental and land use standards, community character corridors, and aesthetics; 

(2) Retain the historic and natural character of James City County by reducing the visual impact of 

signs, parking lots, buildings and structures and protecting, preserving and enhancing its natural physical 

wooded character with emphasis on preserving the existing tree canopy and other indigenous vegetation 

and providing such canopy and vegetation where it does not exist; 
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(3) Minimize the environmental and land use impacts of developments associated with noise, glare, 

dust and movement; changes in appearance. character and value of neighboring properties; and effects on 

air and water quality, stormwater runoff: groundwater recharge and soil erosion by preserving existing 

tree canopies and indigenous vegetation and restoring such canopies and vegetation and providing other 

landscape features; 

(4) Promote traftic safety by controlling views and visually ddining circulation patterns; 

(5) Provide more comfortable exterior spaces and conserve energy by preserving and providing tree 

canopies and other landscape features which provide shade and windbreaks: and 

(6) Ensure the location, type. and maintenance of plant materials creates and maintains a safe 

environment for users of the site. 

Section 24-87. Administration. 

(a) randscape plun and tree clearing and protection plan: when required. A landscape plan a/1d 

tree clearing and protection plan is required for any site plan or residential subdivisiol1 plan f()r 

development subject to sections ~ 24-JOO (1) and (g) and shall be submitted at the time of application 

for plan approval. The landscape plan shall be prepared and approved ill accordance with article 111, Site 

Plan. The landscape plans shall also indicate the location of all existing and planned utilities and an)' 

proposed outstanding specimen tree. The tree clearing and protection plan shall he prepared and 

approved in accordance Ivith section 23-JO (3) of the County's Chesapeake Hay Preser1'Ution Ordinance. 

Tlte landscape plans shall also indicate the location oj all existing and pla/1ned utilities, alld any 

proposed designated outstanding specimen tree as defined in section 24-93 olthe ::onillg ordinance: and 

(b) A narrarive shall accompany {he plan explaining how only trees l1ecessaJyji)r the del'eloplllt!f1t 

of the site are proposed ro he remowd alld that no adverse impacts are crea!cd on adjacell! properties 

that result ill damaged trees. 
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fb)(c) Landscape plan; who prepares. A Virginia registered landscape architect, a member of the 

Virginia Society of Landscape Designers, or a Ccr1ificd Virginia Nurseryman with experience preparing 

planting plans and landscape construction drawings, shall prepare landscape plans for projects that 

propose a new building or group ot' new buildings whose building footprint(s) exceeds 2,500 square feet; 

or proposc site improvements which result in the disturbance of 5.000 or more square feet of land area. 

(€1(d) Plan requirements and determinations. Where requirements of this section are based on 

zoning or planning designations, such designations shall be detcrmincd by the county zoning district map. 

Comprehensive Plan and Six-Year Secondary Road Plan and the official planning and zoning documents 

of the adjoining jurisdiction if applicable. Required landscape areas shaH exclude any planned future 

right-of-way as designated on the Comprehensive Plan. Six-Year Primary or Secondary Road Plan, 

Peninsula Area Long Range Transportation Plan. approved master plan. or any road plan adopted by the 

board of supervisors. 

ftH(e) Installatioll of requirt!d lund,caping pelj'onnal1ce guaranlee. Where a landscape plan is 

required. landscaping shall be installed and existing trees shall be preserved in confcmll(lI1ce with the 

approved landscape plan. A certificate of occupancy shall not be issued until all landscaping has been 

installed ill accordance with the approved landscape plan unless the installation of any incompleted 

landscaping is guamnteed as provided in section 24-8. 

t&)(/) Maintenance oj Icmdscapillg The owner, or his agent. shall be responsible tor the 

maintenance, repair and replacement of all landscaping materials, fences and harriers as may be required 

by the provisions of this section. All plant materials. including existing trees preserved to meet the 

requirements of this section, shall be tended and maintained in a healthy gro\ving condition, replaced 

when necessary. and kept free of refuse and debris. Fences and walls shall be maintained in good repair. 

Replacement material shall conform to the original intent of the approved landscape plan and any 

replacement planting shall meet the minimum requirements of this section. 
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Section 24-89(~8. Tree protection and criteria for tree removal for all uses requiring a landscape 

plan. 

(a) Standards/i)r tree prOiection and impervious ('O\'er. Existing mature trees shall be preserved except 

in impervious areas and impervious cover shall be I imited to the extent perm itted in the county's 

Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance. Existing mature and specimen trees shall be integrated into the 

overall plan of development and shall be preserved so as to prom ute the intent of this section. The 

commission or planning director. depending upon the applicable review process. may require that certain 

mature trees or specimen trees be preserved upon determination that they contribute significantly to the 

character of the county and that preservation is necessary to satisfy the intent of this section. The purpose 

of this paragraph is to protect such trees and other amenities which could otherwise be lost due to careless 

site design or construction. A II trees to be preserved shall be protected in accordance with the standards of 

1his section. 

(b) Tree protection. 

(1) AII trees to be preserved shall be protected before. during and ,liter the development process 

in accordance with speciJications contained in the Virginia Erosioll and Sedimenl Control 

Handhook The applicant shall include a conservation checklist for review and approval by 

the environmental engineering and resource protection director which shall ensure that the 

specified trees will be protected ill accordance with these specifications. 

(2) 	Groups of trees shall be preserved rather than single trees. Trees or groups of trees to be 

preserved shall be clearly marked in the field. 

(3) Trees and groups of trees to be preserved shall be enclosed hy a substantial, temporary tence 

or barrier as specified by the e+wj.foltl11-etlta+-engineering and resource protection director. 

The location. type. and installation standards for protective tree fencing shall be clearly 

shown on the site plan. The fence or harrier shall be located and maintained outside the 
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dripline before commencement of clearing or grading. The fencing or barrier shall remain 

throughout construction and any subsequent grading or excavation unless otherwise approved 

on a clearing and grading plan. I n no case shall materials. debris. fill, vehicles or equipment 

be stored within this enclosure. nor shall the topsoil layer be disturbed except in accordance 

with tree protection standards approved as pat1 of the conservation checklist, 

(4) 	The developer shall be responsible for ensuring these areas are protected in accordance with 

this section. Where changes from the natural grade level are necessary. permanent 

protective structures. sllch as tree walls or \vells. shall be properly installed in accordance 

witl1 the V;rgillia Erosion and Sediment Control Handbook, as required by the emironmental 

engineering and resource protection director. 

(c) 	 lh.:t? removal. 

Outside impervious areas. trees may be remov.:d in accordance with sections 24-96 (e) (2) and (3) 98 (j) 

and (3), 

Section 24-89. Phased clearing plall; submittal requiremellts. 

(a) 	 "Phased " milan.'! the clear;/1g or grading Ila parcel ofland in di,ytinct portions 

with the stahilization (?I'each disturbed section before the cutting and removal oltrees or 

grading ofthe next section. A phased elllL/ring plan shall he required to be submittlld ~wifh 

the tree dearing and proteclioll plan Off all sites upon which more Ihall ]5 acres (lrl! 

disturbed. The size oleach phase will be established at sile plan reviel>' and as approved 

the planning dirt?ctor or Development Review Commirtee (DRC) and {he planning 

commission plans meeting the criteria alsection 24-147 Phased clearing plans and 

gradillg plans shall be coordillated to provide a balancing andfill operatiolls to 

minimize the need to lransport fill malt:ria/s on- or ofl-site. Exemptions to these phased 
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clearing plan submittal requirements may be granted by the planning director for parcels 

that have an insignificant amount ofexisting trees or when it can be shown that clearing 

the site in portions would be impractical and that phasing would not provide any 

economical, environmental, or public benefit. 

Section 24-90. General standards. 

(a) All tree removal shall be limited to the area requiredfor the practical development ofthe 

site. No clear cutting shall be permitted except when it is shown that the complete removal ofvegetation 

is necessary for the development of the site. Clear cutting is defined as removal of large areas ofexisting 

vegetation in areas not necessary for the construction of buildings and/or the infrastructure associated 

with the development. 

(b) This ordinance strongly encourages the planting of trees native to eastern Virginia 

and/or adaptable to the coastal conditions and climate of James City County. As a resource for 

developing tree plans, the planning director or his designee shall maintain and make available to the 

public a list ofdesirable trees based on their adaptability to the climate ofeastern Virginia. 

Section 24-88 91. Modification, substitution, transfer. 

(a) Findingsfor acceptance ofmodifications, substitutions. or transfers. The commission or planning 

director may modify, permit substitutions for any requirement of this section, or permit transfer of 

required landscaping on a site upon finding that: 

(\) Such requirement would not promote the intent of this section; 
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(2) The proposed site and landscape plan will satisfy the intent or this section and ils l;:mdscape 

area requirements to at least all equivalent degree as compared to a plan that strictly complies 

with the minimum requirements of this section: 

(3) 	 The proposed site and landscape plan wiII not reduce the total anwunt of landscape area or 

will not reduce the overall landscape effects of the requirements of this section as compared 

to a plan that strictly complies with the minimum requirements of this section: 

(4) Such 	 modification. substitution or transfer shall have no additional adverse impact on 

adjacent properties or public areas; and 

(5) The proposed site and landscape plan. as compared 	to a plan that strictly complies with the 

III inirnurn requiremellts of this sectiol1. shall have 110 additional detrimental impacts on the 

orderly development or character of the area. adjacent properties, the environment. sound 

engineering or planning practice. Comprehensive Plan, or 011 achievement of the purposes of 

this section. 

(b) Cases jhr modifications, suhsritillions, or Irans/'ers. Requests for modifications. substitutions or 

transfers may be granted in the following cases: 

(I) 	The proposed landscape plan. by substitutioll of technique, design or materials of comparable 

quality. but differing fh)1ll those required by this section. will achieve results which clearly 

satisfY the overall purposes of this section in a manner clearly equal to or exceeding the 

desired effects of the requirements of til is section; 

(2) The proposed landscape plan substantially preserves. enhances. integrates and complements 

existing trees and topography; 

(3) 	Where, because of unusual size, topography. shape or location of the property or other 

unusual conditions, excluding the proprietary interests of the developer, strict application of 
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the requiremellts of this section \Yould result in significant degradation or the site or adjacent 

propertks; 

(4) 	The proposed landscape or materials involve a readily discernible theme, historic or 

othenvise, or complements an architectural style or design: 

(5) Where 	it is necessary to allow the subdivision of property on which commercial or industrial 

units will be flw sale, /()r sale in condominium or for lease, and such units are constructed as 

part of a multiunit structure in which the units share common walls or are part of a multiple-

structure development, and the entire development has been planned and designed as a 

cohesive. coordinated unit under a single maskr plan: or 

(6) Where transfers 	of required landscape areas to other areas 011 a site are necessary to satisfy 

other purposes of this section, including transfers to increase screening or preserve existing 

{TeeS, provided transfers do not reduce overall landscape requirements for a 

development. 

(c) Process jor r..:qlleslil1g 11l0dijlcuti()I1S. sllhstitUlions. or fl'al1sj'ers. Requests for moditications. 

substitutions or transfers shall be tiled in writing with the planning director and shall identify the specific 

requirement of this section and the reasons and justifications for such request together with the proposed 

alternative. Depending upon whether the landscape plan is subject to commission or administrative 

the commission or planning director shall approve, deny. conditionally approve or defer action on 

slIch request and shall include a written statement certifying the above findings. The commission or 

planning director may require the applicant to provide plans. documentation or other materials to 

substantiate these findings. 

In the case of approvals or conditional ~lppr()vals. this statement shall include a finding as to the 

public purpose served by stich recommendations. particularly in regard to the purposes or this sedion. 

The planning director shall notify the applicant in writing as to the reasons fix such action \vithin 30 
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of submittal of administrative plans meeting all applicable submittal criteria or within five working days 


of such decision by the commission. 


Section 24-~.92. Size requirements for new plantings. 


Planted trees and shrubs shall COnfOl1l1 to the minimum requirements outlined in the following table. 


Category 

Trees 

Ornamental Tree 

Shrub 

Size Requirements for New Plantings 

Type 

Deciduous Shade Tree (D 

Evergreen ( E) 

Single-Stemmed 

Multi-Stemmed (D) or (E) 

Loyv Growing Woody Plant 
having several permanent 
stems 

Minimum Size at Planting 

Minimum Caliper is= 1.5". 

I rmulti-stemmed, minimum height shall be 8-teet. 
[fsingle-stemmed, minimum caliper shall be 1.25" 
with minimum height of 8-recL 

Caliper - The diameter of a tree trunk measured 6" 

Section 24-9+ 93. Summary of definitions for trees and shrubs. 


Outlined beluw is a quick reference of the detinitiuns for trees and shrubs. Please refer to section 24-2 for 


complek ddlnitions of these tcrms. 


Tv)c Character Minimum Sizc 

Specimcn Tree 

Outstanding 
Specimen Tree 

Free of disease and significant damage or 
which is notable by virtue of its ()ut~;tallding 
size and qua lity for its particular species. 

Diameter at breast height (08 
is 24" or greater. 

Trees designated as fJlAn"';fLl.l"'V 

specimens by 
director or his 

and signi fiean! damage. DBH is 8" or 
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Trees that typically do not exceed a height 
of 40-feet at maturity. Understory are those i 

Understory or trees typically fhund within a native plant 
Ornamental Tree community. Common understory examples 

include: Wax Myrtle. American Hal and 
Dogwood. Examples of ornamental trees 
include Japanesei'v'Taple and Crape Myrtle. 

Trees that typically exceed a height of 40
Overstory Tree feet at maturity Common examples 

include: Loblolly Pine. Oaks. Red Mapk, 
and London Plane Tree. 

Diameter at breast height (DBH) -The diameter of a tree trunk measured 4.5 teet from the ground. 

Section 24-"» 94. Plant material standards. 

(a) AI! required plantings shall conttmn to the most recent edition ofAmerican Stal1dard/()}' Nurserv 

Stock. puolished by the American Association of Nurserymen, and shall be planted in accordance with the 

most recent edition of Guidelilles fiJI' Planting Lundscapl! Trl!l!s and Planting {lIId Cart! Trees and 

Shrubs. published by the Virginia Cooperative Extension Service. 

(b) Required planting materials shall he ofa species that proillotes the intent of this division and that 

is compatible with the proposed planting environment. 

(C) Transplanting for the purpose of achieving a iarger size tree may be approved, provided it is done 

in accordance with accepted horticultural and silvicultural practices. 

Section 2-i-9J-95. Tree credits. 

(a) Existing viable trees. preserved 011 the site in accordance with the tree protection standards 

outlined in section 24-&9 88 (b). may provide tree credits which shall reduce the number of nevv trees 

required to be installed. 
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(b) The trees to be saved shall be clearly identified on the landscaping plan and tree clearing and 

protection plan. The plans shall identify the specific location, number, size, and type of trees proposed to 

be saved and the requested tree credits. 

(c) The amount of tree credit is outl ined in the following chart. 

Tree Credits 

• Trees to be saved: Credits: 

1 viable ornamental tree meeting the 
minimum size at planting as 
described in section 24-9{}-93.* 

I planted ornamental tree. 

3 viable trees meeting the minimum 
size at planting as described in 
section 24-00 93. * 

I planted tree. 

I viable mature tree. 2 planted trees. 

I viable specimen tree. 3 planted trees. 

1 viable outstanding specimen tree 
as approved by the planning director 5 planted trees 
or his designee. 

No credit shall be given for any trees that are not protected in full compliance with the tree protection 
standards listed in section 24-@ 88(b). 

* The trees to be saved shall be "tagged" in the field and the in order for the planning director or his 
designee sJtaU to inspect the trees to determine which trees are eligible to receive credit. Only those trees 
which are healthy, of the minimum size noted above, and are of a suitable quality shall be deemed 
acceptalJI~E()r receiving credit. i 

Section 24-94 96. General landscape area standards. 

(a) Tree preservation and the minimum number required. Existing trees shall be retained to the 

maximum extent possible in all landscape areas. All required landscape areas, other than landscape areas 

adjacent to buildings and within parking lots as required in sections 24 95 and 24-97 and 24-99, shall 

contain at least a minimum number of trees and shrubs as specified in the following chart: 



At least 35~~) 

Minimum of 15% 
and Maximum of25% 

At least 35% 

Minimum Caliper of2.5" at planting 

Ornamental trees 
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Number of Trees Number of Shrubs 

(b) i)'i::.e and mixlure requirements. 

Size and Mixture Requirements - General Landscape Areas 

Evergreen Trees which will achieve a minimum 
of 40 teet at maturity. 

Shade Trees which will achieve a 
height of 50 feet at maturity. 

(c) Distrihlltion. mixture ([/ld placement. Planted trees and shrubs shalt be reasonably distributed 

throughout the site singly or in group". with an appropriate mix of planting types and 

achieves the purposes of this section. Required landscape areas shall be designed so as 

vehicular and pedestrian hazards. 

to 

which 

not create 

Section 24-% 97. Landscape areas adjacent to buildings. 

A landscape area which is a minimum of t.cn feet wide shall be provided adjacent to buildings. Up to 

one-half of this area may be transferred elsewhere 011 the site. This area shall contain a number of trees 

and shrubs equal to at least the minimums specified in the following chart. 



20-teet IS-feet 

Reduction for Lots less 
than 1.5 acres which 
were recorded or kgally 
in existence prior to July 
3. 199{). 

~..--------~.-------~------------------------..-----------.---+~ 
20-feel or IO?--o of the 
average lot depth. 
whichever is greater. 

15-feet 

Reductions for Master Planned Communities with approved Design Guidelines. 

standards provided above can be further reduced for developments that are part of an approved 
1l13ster-planned community and have a governing set of design guidelines approved by the county. The 
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Section 24-96-98. Landscape area(s) along right(s}-oC ..way. 

(a) 	 Width I't'quirements. A landscape area having an average \vidth as specitied in the following chart 

shall be provided adjacent to any existing or planned road right-or .. way. 

(1) Community Character Corridors 

Standard Reduction for lots less 
approval planningupon than 1.5 acres which 

director. Reference section 24-% \\ere recorded or legally 
98(dj for the criteria. in existence prior to Jlily 

3.1990. 

A verage Width 20-feet or 10% of the 
I average lot depth. 

whichever is greater. 

50-teet 30-feet 

design guidel illes shall specify archik'ctural standards. building placement and massing. 
sidewalks, street-lighting. streetscape standards, landscaping. signage, and other 
aesthetic features. 
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calculationfor lanclscape areas, All landscape areas along a right-of-way shall (b) Square 

contain a minimum amount of square footage which shall be equal to: 

[Applicable Average Footage 

In no case shall any portion of any landscape area located more than 65 feet from the right-of-way of a 

community character corridor or 45 feet from the right-of-way along all other roads be counted toward 

meeting the requirements of this paragraph. All required square footage shall be contiguous and located in 

an area that is directly adjacent to the right-of-way except as provided for in section 24-% 98 ~J(j)(1). 

(G~ Oil/door opera/ions and storage. 

Any commercial or industrial opera/ion or storage conducted in whole or in pari OllH~f~do()rs shall: 

Be screelled/rom the right and conform to the landKape requirt?ments in section 24

98 and 2-1-100 (~lfhe ordinance. Evergreen free and shrub mixture requirements of 

section 24-94 (0) shall be used to screen the outdoor operations/hun tltt.! public right-(?t:",vay: 

and 

Be 'well drained Wilh provision,,' to control slOrm drainage and erosion,' and 

Where the ground COVer would be routinely disturbed because oj" the nature ol the activity to 

be eOildueted or because qlvehicular tn-!ffic. Ihe area shall be maintained in an all-,Fealher 

sur/tICe; and 

(+) 	 Be scrcclledji'rnl'l a,{jacelll properly hy landscaping andfencing. except that outdoor displays 

for sale (~r vehicles, equipm:::l1l. machinery and/or plant materials shull exempt from the 

screening requirements where suclt screening would Inatericl11v illlerfere with the visibility 0/ 

the items/or sale a road: und 
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(5) 	 Be limited to uses and items to be stored which do not create noise, odor, dust or other 

objectionable effects. The effects ofan activity shall be assessed at the nearest property line. 

fej(d) "Construction zone" setback for structures. 

(I) 	All structures shall be setback a minimum of 15-feet from the perimeter of the landscape area 

buffer required in section 24-% 98 (a). For example, if the required landscape area buffer 

measures 50-feet in width from the rig ht-of-way, then the structure(s) shall be no closer than 

65-feet from the right-of-way. 

(2) 	The "construction zone" setback shall be shall be clearly delineated on the site plan. 

(3) This 	"construction zone" setback shall not apply to parking lots. Parking lots may be 

constructed up to the edge of the required landscape buffer provided no grading, tree 

removal, or land disturbance occurs within the required landscape buffer. 

E4:)(e) Waiver criteria for landscape areas along community character corridors. The average width 

requirement of the required landscape areas along community character corridors may be reduced by the 

planning director if number (1) and/or (2) provided below is satisfied. In no case shall the total reduction 

exceed 20 feet. In deciding whether a reduction in the standard landscape area width is warranted, the 

planning director shall consider the impact of proposed road and/or utility improvements on existing trees 

and vegetation. Planned road and/or utility improvements that will remove existing trees and vegetation 

will reduce the likelihood of a reduction in landscape area required. In approving a reduction request, the 

planning director may require additional plantings beyond the minimum ordinance requirements, alter the 

mixture of plantings provided, and/or specify the types of plantings to be used. 

(1) The applicant may achieve a maximum reduction of 10 feet by providing superior site design 

with a combination of elements such as: 

a. 	 Parking located away from public view behind buildings or screened by other 

architectural features (i.e. decorative brick walls); 
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b. 	 Innovative use of grading and topography to minimize visual impacts of parking and 

other unsightly features (i.e. dumpsters, IIVAC equipment. loading areas. etc.): 

c. 	 Provision of pedestrian amenities beyond what the ordinance requires. Examples may 

include brick pavers to connect existing and planned pedestrian walkways. lighting, and 

henches: or 

d. 	 'rhe lise of monument style signs that are of a scale and type that complement the positive 

features of the surrounding architecture and streetscape. The use of wood. brick, or other 

natural features is recommended. 

t2) The 	 applicant may achieve a maximum reduction of 15 feet by providing superior 

architecture and huilding materials that meet the following standards. 

a. 	 The building architecture and materials complement the positive features of nearby 

existing or planned development and/or the character of Colonial Williamsburg and 

James City County: 

b. 	 Architecture and materials should be unique and not replicate standard and/or 

conventional prototypes: and 

c. 	 The proposed location of the building and parking areas shall not require the removal of 

specimen trees or large stands of viable mature trees. 

f:e1(f) Ri,(',hf-(~t:,,'av hllldscilp<! area per/hrll1{l]lc<! sfandards. 

(I) 	Permitted breaks in landscape areas. 

a. 	 All landscape areas along right-or-ways shall be continuous aiong the road right-of-way 

frontage. except where driveway, utility or other breaks running perpendicular to the 

right-of-way are necessary, and shall be designed in a manner that achieves the intent of 

this eli vision. 
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b. 	 No new utilities. outside of those running parallel to permitted breaks in the required 

landscape areas. shall be located within the required landscape area(s) unless a waiver is 

granted by the planning director. The planning director shall grant a waiver only if the 

applicant can sufficiently demonstrate that there are unavoidable physical or regulatory 

constraints that warrant an intrusion into the landscape area. 

(2) 	Tree preservation and criteria lor tree removal. 

a. 	 All existing viable mature trees (eight inches or greater diameter at breast height (DBll» 

and specimen trees C24 inches or DBH) shall be preserved within the required 

right-or-way landscape area. All understory trees of two inches or greater DBH shall be 

preserved. 

h. 	 The planning director or his designee may permit the removal of understory and 

overstory trees exceeding these size thresholds after an on-site inspection. The trees must 

be taggcd to alIO\\I for easy identi fication. The planning director or his designcc shal I 

aut'lorize removal of the tagged trees only if they are of poor quality, diseased, not 

consistent with the existing or planned plant species and design. poorly situated so as to 

interfere with the growth of other viable trees and/or shrubs. compromise safety. or 

interfere with other planned site improvements such as sidewalks and/or signs. 

0) 	Buffer grooming and enhancement. 

a. 	 Trees below the size tlm.~sholds stated above in paragraph (2) and underbrush may be 

hand-removed Ii'om the landscape area. No grading shall be permitted: however. hand 

grooming is permitted. 

b. 	 Overstory tree limbs may be removedrlil11bed-up" to a maximum height of ten teet above the 

base of the trec. Understory tree limbs may be removed/"limbed-up" to a maximum height or 
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six feet. These height limitations shall not restrict the removal of dead, diseased, or injured 

tree limbs above the height limits mentioned above. 

(4) Tree protection required. The required landscape area shall be fully protected by a substantial, 

temporary fence or barrier with a minimum height of 40-inches. The location, type, and 

installation standards for this fence shall be clearly shown on the site plan. This fence shall be 

installed prior to the issuance of a land disturbance permit and shall remain standing until all 

construction activities on site have been completed. 

(5) 	Landscaping required. Required landscape areas shall be supplemented where necessary with 

planted trees and shrubs to achieve the minimum nllmber of trees and shrubs specilied in 

paragraph section 24-94 90. 

(6j Land,'caping treatments communitv characfer corridor buffers. Right (?i' h'UY landscape 

areas along communi(l' character corridors as designated on the Community Character 

Corridor Bl![fer Designation and Treatmellt Afap shall be to meet the des(\!,n 

standards found in the Community Character Corridor Buffer Treatment Guidelines as 

determined the planning director. 

Section 24-9+ 99. Off-street parking lot landscaping. 

Parking areas, accessory or otherwise, containing ten or more parking spaces shall contain landscaping 

and landscape areas in accordance with all of the following: 

(a) PreservaTion o(1n!f!,\, Parking lots shall be designed and constructed so that existing viable trees 

are preserved in a manner which will meet the intent and satisty tile requirements in this section to the 

maximum extent possible. Where sllch existing trees do not fully satisfy these requirements, additional 

trees shall be planted in an amount which meets or exceeds the stated minimum requirements. The 

requirements in this paragraph shall be in addition to other requirements stated in this section. 



Lots less than 65,000 square feet recorded or 

section 24-.&9 88 
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(b) Landscape area and planting requirements. Total landscape area within the parking lot shall at 

least meet the minimum standards specified in the follovving chart. 

(I) General Requirements for Parking Lot Landscaping. 

Percentage of Landscape Area Required 
within the Parking Lot 

lVlinimuln 10% 

Based On: 

Lots less than 65,000 square feet recorded or legally in existence prior to .July 3, 1990 

Minimum 7.5% 

of Parking. including dri ves & 
areas, exclusive of any perimeter 

landscape areas or landscape areas around the 

Requirements 

As provided above. each mature existing tree or specimen tree may be counted to\vurd meeting the 
re4llired minimum number of trees. with one 0) viable mature tree substituting for two (2) planted 
trees and one viable specimen tree substituting tbr three planted trees. No credit shall be given for allY 
mature or specimen tree which is not protected in full compliance with t:le tree protection standards in 

above. 

leaSI--:8",~.;5% 

(3) 	Size and Mixture Requirements for Parking Lot Landscaping. 

Of Shall Be: 

Evergreen Trees \\ hich 
\vill achieve a 

T'rees 
height 01'40 
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I
• At least 50%. 

I: Trees 

Deciduous Shade Trees 
with a 2.5 inch caliper 
which will achieve a 
minimum height of 50 
feet at maturity. 

At least 50% Shrubs Evergreen 

(4) Minimul11 Spacing Requirements for Required Trees in Parking Areas 

: The required trees shall be spaced no more than B 99 feet apart throughout the parking lot. These 
trees shall be evenly and reasonably distributed throughout the parking lot in a manner that promotes 
the intent of this section. 

(c) Parking lot screening. In addition to the above tree and shrub requirements, all parking lots shall 

be visually screened from public road rights-of-way by evergreen plantings or berms that create a screen a 

minimum of three feet in height. Such berms shall have a maximum side slope ratio of three horizontal 

feet to onc vertical foot and a level crown with a minimum width of three feet for maintenance and 

planting purposes. Any berm shall be designed and constructed to ensure that proper erosion prevention 

and control practices have been utilized. 

Cd) SjJecial requirements for bus parking lots. Bus parking areas shall contain landscape areas 111 

accordance with the above requirements except that plantings shall be provided as follows: 

(2) Size & Mixture Requirements for Bus Parking Lots 

Of 

Trees which will
. Trees 

a minimum height of 40 
maturity. 
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(f:!) Excavation ofparking lot islanJ.~. 

1) 	 All parking lot islands. peninsulas. and planting areas shall be excavated to remove all 

crusher mil or parking lot base material and back filled with quality topsoil. those 

areas where existing vegetation is 10 be preserved. The topsoil shall be high in organic 

matter and shall allow water to percolate readily. The excavation of these planting areas 

shall be to a minimum of 2-1" and will.kee~y allow penetration of a hand-held probe to a 

minimum (!l24 ". 

2) 	 1i1spection ofthese planting areas shall be conducted bJ' engineering and resource protection 

inspectors during the COllstruction process. 

Section 24-98100. Screening. 

(a) 'hal/si/iontll screening. Transitional screening between contlicting land uses and districts shall 

be provided as required in this paragraph and in section 24-.!f9 101. Such screening areas shall be len in 

their undisturbed natural state and supplemented where necessary in accordance \\<ith parngmph section 

24-94 96 and ,,,itb additional plantings to provide an effective visual screen. Such areas shall be 

continuous except where driveways. utilities and other breaks are necessary. All breaks shall cross 

transit ional screening areas at right angles. Where such breaks are necessary. different design 

requirements may be imposed to achieve an equivalent screening etfect. Transitional screening areas 

shall not contain accessory structures, storage. parking or loading. 

(b) AdJilioJlal lram;itional sCl'eenillR requirements. If the commission determines that noise. dust 

and debris. glare or other objectionable impacts creakd by a proposed development will have a 
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detrimental effect on adjoining properties which will not be adequately addressed by transitional 

screening required by this, section, the commission may increase minimum transitional screening 

requirements or setbacks and may require landscaping or architectural barriers which provide a visual 

screen between a proposed Jeveloprnent and adjoining properties. 

(C) OhieCfhmable features. Objectionable features shall be visually screened by landscaping or 

architectural barriers from or by adjacent residential districts, agricultural districts which are designated 

for residential use on the Comprehensive Plan and public streets. Objectional O~iec(ionahle features may 

include, but are not limited to, the following: refuse areas. storage yards. and loading areas. 

{oJ) S'lornnvatl!r managemt'nt lacm'ies, detl!ntion ponds. and hest management praclicl!s (iHtl's). 

Storrnwater management facilities. detention ponds, and BMPs that are visible fi'om roads, acljoining 

properties, or open to public viev ... shall be designed such that: 

(I) 	These facilities shall not be allowed within required Jandscape buffers along community 

character corridors (CCCS) unless a waiver is by the planning director. In order for 

the planning director to consider a ,vaiver request, the applicant shall request a vvaiver in 

\vriting and shall present plans and documentation supporting the waiver request. The 

planning director shall consult with the environmental engineering and resource pl'Ofeclion 

director and shall make a detennination to approve or deny the waiver request within 30 days 

of its receipt. The waiycr request will not be approved unless the applicant can document 

topographical or lInusLlal physical constraints on the property that require placement uf the 

BMP \\,ilhil1 the right-or-way landscape area; 

(2) 	The structural aspects (i . ..:. riser pipes. inlets, etc.) are hidden from puhlic vk~\\ and!or 

adjoining property owners VIew, or adequately screened from these vie\\s by innovative 

structural design. herms, and/or landscaping: 
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(3) The facility shall be well landscaped with an emphasis on making the 	1£lcility appear more 

natural than man-made, as determined by the planning director; and 

(4) 'file faci lities shaH be designed ancl landscaped in such a manner that they are sensitive to the 

character or the site and surrounding properties. Unless it can be demonstrated by the 

applicant that an alternative design better meets the intent of this section, the facilities shall 

be designed with a curvilinear shape. shaH be designed to complement the existing 

topography of the site, andior shall he designed and landscaped in a manner that visually 

reduces their size. and supports growth of wetlands vegetation. 

\e) Historic landmarks and huildings. The commission may require screening of any lise. or portion 

thereof upon a determination that the use would otherwise have a negative visual impact on property 

listed 011 the Virginia Historical Landmarks Register. 

(I) Multiple/rontage loIs. l.ots with multiple frontages shall have screening provided between the 

rear of the principal use or building and the public right-of-way. 

(g) Residential developments 1101 slIhjt?cf 10 arriclt! Ill. Site Plan. M<~jor subdivisions of residential 

developments, as defined in Chapter 19. shall contorm with screening requirementsior multiple frontage 

lots. Such developments shall also provide transitional screening along any property line which is 

adjacent to or across n peripheral publ ic street from any multi family. commercial or industrial zoning 

district. The amount of transitional screening shall be based on the zoning district adjacent to or across a 

peripheral public street from the proposed residential development. Such residential developments shall 

provide transitional screening in accordance with Ihe requirements for the multilamity. commercial or 

industrial district contained in section 24-1).9 /Of. 
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Section 24-99101. Landscape rC(luircments by zoning district. 

All uses and developments requiring a site plan and landscape plan in accordance with article [II, Site 

Plan, and this section shall comply with the above requirements and those which follow. Where no 

landscape requirements are provided for a specific zoning district. the landscape plan shall be prepared in 

accordance \\ith the requirements for the district which is deemed by the planning director to be the most 

similar to the character of the proposed use. situation and surrounding conditions. In making this 

determination. the following shall be considered: the characteristics of the proposed use and surrounding 

area, existing zoning and Comprehensive Plan designations and lise regulations of this chapter. At a 

minimum, requin:d setbacks and yards shall be provided as landscape areas which meet the requirements 

of this section. 

(<1) R-5, Muiti/(lmily residential district: 

(1) 	Setbacks: Setbacks from existing or planned peripheral roads, including peripheral roads 

shown on count approved development plans, shall contain a landscape area having an 

average width of 50 feet and meet requirements outlined in section 24-% 98(b). f€1 (d), and 

ttB The balance of the setback and setbacks from internal str.::ets shall contain existing 

trees and plantings in conformanCe with sectioll 24-94 96. This requirement shall not apply 

(0 single-family dwellings. 

(2) 	Yards: All required yards shall contain existing trees and plantings in conformance with 

section 24--94 96. This requirement shall not apply to single tlunily dwellings. 

(3) 	Transitional screening: For developments with 200 or J.ess. units, a transitional 

screening area in accordance with section 24-9-& 100, with a minimulTl width of 35 feet, shall 

be provided within the first 35 leet of yard area or setback !l'om any property linc when 

adjacent to or across a peripheral public street from any residential district other than R-5 or 
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any 	 agricultural district designated for low-density residential or fllral lands on the 

Comprehensive Plan. For larger developments, such transitional screening area shall be a 

minimum of 40 feet in width. 

(b) Manufactured home subdivision and manu/ac/ul't'd home park: 

Perimeter Landscape Area: If the park fronts on a public right-of-way, then a landscape area shall be 

provided that meets the minimum requirements of section 24-174. In all other areas a perimeter 

landscape area shall be provided in accordance with section 24-174 around the entire site in addition to all 

other yard requirements in manulactured home subdivisions and parks. 

(c) LB. Umited Bw,iness Dh;trict; B-1. General Business Distric!; iH-J, Limited BllSiness//Jzdustriul 

District; M-2, Genera/Industrial District: RT. Research and Tt'chnulogy Distric/, 

(1) Side and rear landscape area: ;\ landscape area adjoining all side and rear property lines shall 

be provided which is at least 15 feet in width. A long the rear propeliy lines. such landscape 

area may be reduced to a minimum of tell feet in width or five percent of the average lot 

depth. whichever is greater. on lots wtthless than 65,000 square feet which were recorded or 

legally in existence prior 10 July 3, 1990. Such landscape area shall be landscaped in 

accordance section 24-1)4 98. Such area may be broken by necessary driveways l)r utilities 

perpendicular to the property line. 

(2) Special requirements for industl'ialuses: 	 Landscape standards in section 24-94 96 and section 

24-% 97 f()r certain landscape areas shall be reduced for all uses in M-2 or RT districts. or for 

industrial uses in :vi-I districts, when the following requirements of this paragraph are met. 

For purposes of this section. industrial uses shall include allY pennitteci lise or LIse perm ittcd 

by special lise permit in an \:1-2 or R'r district except automobile service stations; otTices, 

employment agencries. or schools. 
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a. 	 Landscape areas along rights-of-way and side and rear property lines: Where such a 

landscape area is not adjacent to a public street, and the landscape area is adjacent to one 

of the industrial districts listed above. then the requirements provided in the following 

t.:hart shall apply: 

For sllch landscape areas, none of the deciduous trees shall be required to be of a 2-Y2 

inch minimum caliper. All required trees shall meet the other minimum standards oftl1is 

section: or 

b. 	 landscape areas adjacent to buildings: A landscape area which is a minimum of ten teet 

wide shall be provided adjacent to one-half of the perimeter of the building. Up to onc

half of this landscape area may be eliminated where sut.:h landst.:ape area would be along 

a portion of a buildings perimeter that is not visible from a public street. and that same 

side of the building is not visible from any district other than one of the industrial districts 

listed above. Such Iandst.:ape area shall b", landscaped in accordance with section 24-% 

97 unless a modification is granted under section 24-&& 9 r 

Transitional screening: Landscape areas along property lines of properties zoned LB. B- L :\1

l, M-2, and RT shall be increased to the following widths when adjacent to or across a public 

street from a residential district or agrkultural distrtct if designated residential on the 

Comprehensive Plan: 
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Transitional Screening 

LB District 30 teet 
B·I District 35 fcet 
rvt-I District 35 feet 
rvt-2 District i 

i 50 feet 
RT District 35 feet 

Such landscape areas shall be exclusive of any planned future right-or-way and shall be len in 

an 	 undisturbed natural state and supplemented with additional plantings to create a visual 

screen in accordance with section 24-9& 100. 

(4) 	Landscape open space and impervious cover: As required in Chapter 23. Chesapeake Bay 

PreservMioll Ordinance, imperviolls cover shall not exceed 60 percent of the lot area except 

where an exception is approved in accordance with Chapter 23. Provided, however. in no 

case shall minimum landscape open space be less than that required below for the respective 

district: 

-
Required bmdscape Open Space 

District l)crccnt of Total Lot Area 

LB District 35 

B-1 District 30 
rvt-l District 30 

M-2 District 25 

R T District 30 
• 

(d) PUD. planned linit dc'l'eloptnem district. MU. mixed use district:. 

( 1) 	 l.andscape sle'tbacks: 

(a) Landscape setbacks 	in PLD. planned unit development district. Setbacks from existing 

or planned peripheral public roads shall contain a landscape area having an average \\idth 

in accordance with section 24-498, except for industrial and commercial uses which shall 
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have an average vvidth or 30 reel in accordance with section 24-% 98(b), t €j and fe} 

(fj. The balance of that setback and setbacks from internal streets shall contain existing 

trees and plantings in conttJrmance with section 24-94 96. Landscape requirements along 

internal streets shall not apply to single-family (hveIIings. Requirements of this paragraph 

shall not apply to active recreation playing areas designated on the master plan and 

approved in accordance with article V, division 14. 

(b) 	Landscape setbacks in mixed use, mixed use district. Setbacks from existing or planned 

peripheral roads. including peripheral roads shown on county approved development 

plans. shall contain a landscape area having a minimum width in accordance with section 

24-% 98. The balance of that setback and setbacks from internal streets shall contain 

existing trees and plalllings in conformance with section 24->+4 96, Landscape 

requirements along internal streets shall not apply to single-family dwellings. 

Requirements of this paragraph shall not apply to active recreation playing areas 

designated on the master plan and approved in accordance with article V, division 14. 

(2) Yards: A1] yards shall contain existing trees and plantings in conformance with sectioll 24-94 

96. This requirement shall nnt apply to single-family dwdlings or active recreation playing 

areas designated on the master plan and approved in accordance \v itll article V, division 14 of 

this chapter. 

(3) 	Special requirements for industrial uses: Landscape standards in section 24->+4 96 and section 

24-~ 97 illr celiain landscape areas shall be reduced for industrial llses in PUD and MU 

districts, when the following requirements of this paragraph are met. I,'or purposes of this 

section. industrial lIses shall include any permitted lise or use permitted by special lise permit 

in an M-2 or RT district except autolllobile service stations. offices, employment agencyies, 

or schools. 



Ordinance to Amend and Reordain 
Chapter 24. Zoning 
Page 31 

a. 	 Landscape areas in setbacks and yards. Where sllch a landscape area is not adjacent to a 

public street, and the landscape area is adjacent to one of the districts or land bays listed 

above, no shrubs shall be required within sllch landscape area, and the required trees may 

be provided at a ratio of one tree per 600 square feet of landscape area. For such 

landscape areas, none of the deciduous trees shall be required to be of a 2-12 inch 

minimum caliper. All required trees shall meet the other minimum standards of this 

section; or 

b. 	 Landscape areas adjacent to building:-;. A landscape area which is a minimum often feet 

wide shall be provided adjacent to one-half of the perimeter of the building. Up to one-

half of this landscape area may be eliminated where such landscape areas would be along 

a portion of a buildings perimeter that is not visible from a public street, and that same 

side of building is not visible from any district other than one of the districts listed above. 

Such area shall be landscaped in accordance with section 24-% 97 unless a modification 

IS under section 24-&& 91. 

(4) 	Transitional screening. 

a. 	 Residential. Where a multifamily or townhouse structure in a PUD district is located 

adjacent to or across a peripheral public street from an R-I, R-2, or R-6 residential 

district or agricultural district if designated low-density residential or rural lands on the 

Comprehensive Plan. a 35-foot wide transitional screening area in accordance with 

sectiol1 24-98 100 shall be provided withil1 the first 35 feet of yard area or setback from 

any property line adjoining sueh distriet. 

b. 	 Commercial, industrial, public or ins/ilulional uses. Where a commercial. industrial, 

public or institutional use in a PUD district is located adjacent to or across a peripheral 

public street from any residential district or agricultural district if designated for 
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residential use on the Comprehensive Plan. transitional screening: shall be provided in 

accordance with requirements for LB. B-1. M-l. M-2, or RT districts as required in 

section 24-9Q 701 (c) (3). The applicable transitional screening requirements shall be 

detenn ined by the planning director in accordance with section 24-94 101. 

Cross reference - Chesapeake Bay Preservation regulations. eh. 23. 

ATrEST: SUPERVISOR VOTE 
KENNEDY AYE 
GOODSON AYE 
MCGLENNON AYE 
ICENHOUR AYE 
JONES AYE 

Adopted by the Board of Supervisors of James City County, Virginia, t[llS 22nd day of November. 
2011. 
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