
AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE WETLANDS BOARD OF JAMES CITY COUNTY, VIRGINIA, I N  
THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER BOARDROOM 101-C MOUNTS BAY ROAD. AT 7:30 P.M. ON 
THE SIXTEENTH DAY OF MAY. NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE. 

1. ROLL CALL 

Ms. V i r g i n i a  Carey 
M r .  Ralph Cobb 
M r .  W i l l i a m  Apperson 
M r .  Henry Lindsey 

OTHERS PRESENT 

M r .  Bernard M. Farmer. D i r e c t o r  o f  Code Compliance 

2. MINUTES 

The A p r i l  10. 1985 minutes were approved as presented. 

3. OLD BUSINESS 

CASE NO. W-3-85. James M. Becker. 

Ms. Carey exp la ined  t h a t  t h e  Board had t r o u b l e  de te rmin ing  t h e  w i d t h  o f  
t h e  canal  a t  t h e i r  l a s t  meeting, and asked M r .  Farmer i f  he had v i s i t e d  t h e  
s i t e  t o  o b t a i n  measurements f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  

M r .  Farmer s ta ted  t h a t  what t h e  V i r g i n i a  Marine Resources Comnission 
a t tempts  t o  keep t h e  m idd le  t h i r d  o f  any canal o r  body o f  water  open t o  
nav iga t i on ,  and t r i e d  n o t  t o  a l l o w  p i e r s  t o  extend more than  1/3 t h e  way o u t  
f rom t h e  bank. M r .  Farmer s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h i s  case, however, t h e  s t a f f  d i d  go 
and make a  measurement o f  t h e  cana l  and i t  i s  n o t  100 f e e t ,  b u t  80 f e e t  wide 
a t  t h e  p o i n t  where c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  des i red .  That would mean t h e  pe rm iss ib l e  
l e n g t h  o f  t h e  p i e r  would be approx imate ly  27 f e e t .  

Ms. Carey opened t h e  p u b l i c  hear ing  and asked i f  anyone would l i k e  t o  
speak on beha l f  o f  t h e  case. 

M r .  R ichard C a l l i s ,  c o n t r a c t o r ,  s t a t e d  t h e  w i d t h  across t h e  canal  was 80 
f e e t  and t h e  con fus ion  i n  t h e  drawings r e s u l t e d  f rom two d i f f e r e n t  people 
work ing on t h e  p r o j e c t s .  M r .  C a l l i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he t r i e d  t o  work on t h e  bas i s  
o f  t h e  p i e r s  be ing  1/4 f o u r t h  t h e  d i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  cana l .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
d i d  t r y  t o  f i l e  f o r  as much l e n g t h  as he cou ld  g e t  i n  t h e  event t h a t  he needed 
i t, however, i t  i s  was ve ry  seldom t h a t  he used t h a t  much and he t r i e d  t o  ho ld  
homeowners down t o  a  minimum on t h e  d i s tance  t o  go ou t .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he had 
always been t o l d  a  work f rom t h e  bases a l lowed t o  go 1/4 t h e  d i s tance  i n  t h e  
body o f  water .  

M r .  L indsey asked i f  t h e  p i e r  would be 20 f e e t  i n  l eng th .  

M r .  C a l l i s  s ta ted  t h a t  yes he had asked f o r  20 f e e t ,  and t h i s  was t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e  he had f i l e d  f o r  dredging p e r m i t  on t h i s  area because t h e  e n t i r e  



south canal was shallow. He s ta ted  t h a t  t h e  sediment had f i l l e d  back i n  o r  i t  
was never was dredged t o  begin w i t h .  He s ta ted  t h a t  he was t r y i n g  t o  c lean 
the  canal ou t  and t r y i n g  t o  keep i t  as wide as possib le.  M r .  C a l l i s  s ta ted  
t h a t  i f  he d i d  dredge, he would come back c lose r  w i t h  t h e  p i e r .  

M r .  C a l l i s  s ta ted  t h a t  t he re  was deeper water on the  Becker s ide  of the  
canal,  and h o p e f u l l y  he would n o t  be encroaching anywhere near t h e  d is tance 
f i l e d  f o r .  He expla ined t h a t  t h e  reason he was f i l i n g  f o r  the  dredging permi t  
was i n  the  event he was denied he would have t h e  p i e r  permi t  go t h e  d is tance 
i t  needed t o  g e t  the  deeper water.  He s ta ted  he was t y i n g  t o  leave 40 f e e t  i n  
the  cen te r  c l e a r .  

M r .  Apperson asked M r .  C a l l i s  i f  he measured t h e  w id th  o f  f h e  canal a t  low 
o r  h igh  water. 

M r .  C a l l i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had measured a t  low water. 

. . M r .  Apperson motioned t h a t  t h e  Board approve t h e  case w i t h  t h e  s t a f f  
c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  bulkhead be b u i l t  a t  mean h igh  water and t h a t  t h e  permi t  
s h a l l  e x p i r e  on A p r i l  18. 1985. A l l  members were i n  favor .  

CASE NO. W-4-85. Ha jo r  Wayne Warren. 

Ms. Carey asked i f  t h e r e  was any d iscuss ion  on the  case. 

M r .  L indsey asked M r .  C a l l i s  i f  an engineer had been consul ted.  M r .  
C a l l i s  answered no. 

M r .  L indsey asked M r .  C a l l i s  how f a r  he planned t o  dredge. 

M r .  C a l l i s  sa id  approximate ly  20 t o  25 f e e t  from the  bank. M r .  L indsey 
asked i f  he planned t o  dredge t o  4 f e e t  i n  depth. 

M r .  C a l l i s  s t a t e d  t h e  area was very i r r e g u l a r  due t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  depths 
i n  t h e  canal,  b u t  he had planned t o  dredge a t  one t o  two f e e t .  

Ms. Carey moved t o  approve t h e  pe rm i t  w i t h  the cond i t i ons  o f  t h e  s t a f f :  

1. That t h e  al ignment o f  t h e  bulkhead t o e  be l i m i t e d  t o  no f u r t h e r  
channelward than mean h igh  water. 

2. That p r i o r  t o  beginning cons t ruc t i on  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  bulkhead be staked 
be a rep resen ta t i ve  from the  Code Compliance O f f i c e .  

3 .  That f i l t e r  c l o t h ,  hay bales,  o r  o the r  appropr ia te  measure t o  prevent  
sedimentat ion be placed and inspected p r i o r  t o  dredging and; 

4. That the  pe rm i t  s h a l l  e x p i r e  on A p r i l  18, 1986. 

A l l  members were i n  f avo r .  



4. NEW BUSINESS -.. 
Ms. Carey d i s t r i b u t e d  copies of t h e  bylaws and spoke about r e v i s i o n s .  The 

members agreed t o  go over  t h e  bylaws again a t  t h e i r  nex t  meeting. 

5. MATTERS OF SPECIAL PRIVILEGE 

M r .  Farmer repo r ted  on s i x  v i o l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Chickahominy Haven area. M r .  
Farmer repor ted  on t h e  R iverv iew P l a n t a t i o n  pe rm i t  g i ven  a f t e r - t h e - f a c t  f o r  
r i p - r a p  a long t h e  York R lve r .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  have s ince  extended t h e  
work, f i l l e d  I n  some marsh area, and increased t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h a t  r i p - rap .  
The work was unpermi t ted and t h e  s t a f f  has Issued a  c i t a t i o n  n o t i c e  f o r  t h a t  
as w e l l .  That l o t  i s  ad jacent  t o  where t h e  C i v i c  Assoc ia t ion  boat  ramp I s  
l oca ted  and area has had a  cons iderab le  amount o f  f i l l  p laced on it. There 
has been some encroachment upon marsh grass, some a d d i t i o n a l  r i p - r a p  placed 
i n ,  and q u l t e  a  b i t  o f  f i l l  done i n  t h a t  area. 

M r .  Farmer b r l e f e d  t h e  Board on a  s p e c i f i c  chapter  i n  t h e  Code o f  V i r g i n i a  
t h a t  s t a t e s  t h e  Game and I n l a n d  F i she r i es  Comnission i s  respons ib le  f o r  
placement o f  markers a long nav igab le  waterways t h a t  belong t o  t he  
Comnonwealth. He s t a t e d  t h e  Pouhatan Shores Homeowner's Assoc ia t i on  i s  
des i rous  o f  p u t t i n g  two no wake markers i n  t h e i r  area. The markers a re  n o t  
covered by t h e  Wetlands Ordinance n o r  by any o the r  County Ordinance. However, 
t h e  S ta te  legislation does r e q u i r e  t h a t  t he  Governing body a c t  upon an 
a p p l i c a t i o n  be fo re  I t s  forwarded on t o  t he  Game and In land  F i she r i es  
Comnlssion. That i t e m  w i l l  go t o  t he  board o f  superv isors  nex t  week. 
Locat lon  o f  t h e  markers i s  w e l l  w i t h i n  t h e  canals o f  Powhatan Shores and n o t  

\ o u t  i n t o  t h e  nav igab le  area o f  t h e  creek i t s e l f .  The markers appear t o  be i n  
a  good spot  and my he lp  t o  c u t  down on speed o f  boats th rough those canals.  
That migh t  p revent  some washing a f f e c t  f rom t h e  wake as w e l l  he lp  a l l e v i a t e  a  
r e a l  s a f e t y  hazard. The s t a f f  recomnendation has been t o  pass a  r e s o l u t i o n  
recomnending t h e  Game and I n l a n d  F i s h e r i e s  Comnission approve those markers. 

6. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned a t  8:30 p.m. 


