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AT A  REGULAR MEETING OF THE WETLANDS BOARD OF JAMES CITY COUNTY. VIRGINIA. I N  

THE BOARDROOM. 101-C MOUNTS BAY ROAD. JAMES CITY COUNTY. VIRGINIA. ON THE 

TWENTIETH DAY OF MARCH. NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SIX. 

1 .  ROLL CALL 

Members Presen t  

Mr. W i l l i a m  Apperson. Chairman 
M r .  Henry L i n d s e y  
Ms. C a r o l y n  Lowe 
M r .  Ralph Cobb 

Others  P resen t  

M r .  Bernard M. Farmer, J r . ,  Code Compl iance D i r e c t o r  

2. MINUTES 

The February  20, 1986 m inu tes  were approved as presented.  

3. OLD BUSINESS 

W-1-86. Rober t  Brady 

M r .  Farmer s t a t e d  t h a t  M r .  C a l l i s ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r ,  had a p p l i e d  on b e h a l f  
o f  t h e  owner. M r .  Rober t  Brady, f o r  a  w e t l a n d s  p e r m i t  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  140 l i n e a r  f e e t  o f  t i m b e r  bu lkhead ing .  a  1 0 - f o o t  by 20 - foo t  
p r i v a t e  p i e r  w i t h  t w o  moor ing  p i l e s  a t  123 Branscome Bou leva rd  i n  t h e  Powhatan 
Shores S u b d i v i s i o n .  The c o n t r a c t o r  proposes t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  bu lkhead a t  mean 
h i g h  w a t e r  a l o n g  t h e  t o e  o f  t h e  bank.  The V i r g i n i a  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Mar ine 
Sc ience r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  300 square f e e t  o f  vege ta ted  we t lands  
and 150 square f e e t  o f  non-vegetated we t lands  would be d e s t r o y e d  by t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n .  Mr. Farmer s t a t e d  t h a t  he and M r .  L i n d s e y  had v i s i t e d  t h e  s i t e .  
and e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e  amount o f  vege ta ted  we t lands  i n v o l v e d  would be l a r g e r  
t h a n  t h e  amount e s t i m a t e d  by  VIMS. He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  seemed t o  be 
v e g e t a t i o n  g row ing  a l o n g  t h e  s l o p e  o f  t h e  bank. 

M r .  Farmer recomnended approva l  o f  t h e  p e r m i t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
c o n d i t i o n s :  

1. The p e r m i t  t e r m  s h a l l  e x p i r e  on February  20. 1987. 

2. The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  140 l i n e a r  f e e t  o f  t i m b e r  bu lkhead ing  b e i n g  b u i l t  
a t  mean h i g h  w a t e r  as proposed by  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r .  

3. The c o n t r a c t o r  c o n t a c t  t h e  Code Compliance O f f i c e  f o r  an i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
f i l t e r  c l o t h  p r i o r  t o  b a c k f i l l i n g .  

4.  The c o n t r a c t o r  o b t a i n  a  b u i l d i n g  p e r m i t  p r i o r  t o  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  



A f t e r  v i s i t i n g  t h e  s i t e  M r .  Farmer wanted t o  add an a d d i t i o n a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  
"That  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  bu lkhead be h e l d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
ground",  so as t o  l essen  t h e  amount o f  b a c k f i l l .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  bu lkhead 
would p r o b a b l y  c r e a t e  t h e  p receden t  and s e t  t h e  a l l i g n m e n t  f o r  f u t u r e  
bulkheads a l o n g  t h e  a rea .  

M r .  Apperson asked i f  t h e r e  were any q u e s t i o n s  and opened t h e  p u b l i c  
h e a r i n g .  

M r .  C a l l i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  work l o c a t i o n  was i n  Powhatan Shores S e c t i o n  I1 
and he agreed t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  M r .  Farmer recommended. He asked t h e  
Board t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  h e i g h t  r e s t r i c t i o n .  

M r .  Apperson asked M r .  C a l l i s  i f  he p lanned t o  b u i l d  a t  mean h i g h  w a t e r .  

M r .  C a l l i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he recommended t o  h i s  c l i e n t s  t o  b u i l d  as l o w  as 
p o s s i b l e .  

M r .  Cobb asked i f  t h e  we t lands  would  be p r o t e c t e d .  

M r .  Apperson s t a t e d  t h a t  on Mr. C a l l i s '  a p p l i c a t i o n  he had c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
t h e  bu lkhead t o  b e g i n  a t  mean h i g h  wa te r .  

Mr. C a l l i s  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  he p lanned t o  bu lkhead i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  p i n e  
t r e e s .  

Mr. C a l l i s  and t h e  Board members d i scussed  where t h e  placement o f  t h e  
bu lkhead shou ld  be.  Mr. C a l l i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l r e a d y  some e r o s i o n  
t a k i n g  p l a c e  on t h e  shore.  

Mr. Farmer and t h e  Board Members had a  d i s c u s s i o n  o v e r  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  
mean h i g h  wa te r .  

M r .  Cobb recommended a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  p e r m i t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  s t a f f  
recommendations and t h a t  mean h i g h  w a t e r  b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  by a su rvey .  

Mr .  Apperson asked i f  t h e  County had funds t o  h i r e  a  s u r v e y o r .  M r .  Farmer 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  S e r v i c e  A u t h o r i t y  had equipment t h a t  c o u l d  a s s i s t  Mr. C a l l i s  
i n  f i n d i n g  t h e  mean h i g h  w a t e r  mark. 

Mr. Apperson asked Mr. C a l l i s  i f  he would  mind w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  County. 

Mr. Farmer s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  no one was a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e r e  were funds  i n  t h e  
budget.  

M r .  Apperson suggested t h a t  t h e  S o i l  Conserva t ion  S e r v i c e  be used. 

Ms. Lowe seconded t h e  mot ion.  A l l  members were i n  f a v o r .  

4 .  RATTERS OF SPECIAL PRIVILEGE 

5. ADJOURNMENT 

The mee t ing  was ad jou rned  a t  8:30 p.m. 
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5.  MATTERS OF SPECIAL PRIVILEGE 

Mr. L indsay s t a t e d  concern over  t h e  wet lands a p p l i c a t i o n .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e y  were confus ing .  

6. ADJOURNMENT 

The meet ing was adjourned a t  e:00 p.m 
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W i  1 l i a m  ~ d p ) r s o n ,  Chairman 

S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  Board 


