
WETLANDS BOARD 

MINUTES 

February 8, 1989 

MEMBERS PRESENT: ABSENT: 

Henry Lindsey 
Ralph Cobb 
Carolyn Lowe 
John Hughes 
David Gussman 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Bernard M. Farmer, Jr., Director of Code Compliance 

The minutes of the January 11, 1989 meeting were differed to 
the February meeting. 

C .  OLD BUSINESS 

None 

D. NEW BUSINESS 

1. W-1-89 Henrv H. Germer 

Mr. Farmer stated that Waterfront Piers ti Bulkheads had 
applied on behalf of Mr. Henry H. Germer for a wetlands permit 
for the construction of approximately 110 linear feet of tongue 
and groove bulkheading at 124 Discovery Lane in the Powhatan 
Shores Subdivision. Mr. Farmer further stated that staff 
recommends that approval be granted with the following 
conditions: 

1. The bulkhead be constructed in two segments. 
The first segment will start by tieing into 
the existing bulkhead at 122 Discovery Lane 
and proceeding over to the pine tree. The 
second segment will start at the pine tree 
then proceed over to the drainage culvert and 
must be constructed at mean high water. 

2. The applicant must contact the Code Compliance 
Office at least two days prior to construction for 
staff to stake the alignment in accordance with the 
Board's recommendation. 



3. An inspect ion  of t h e  f i l t e r  c l o t h  and t i ebacks  must be 
made and approved by s t a f f  p r i o r  t o  back f i l l i ng .  

4 .  A bui ld ing permit must be obtained p r i o r  t o  
cons t ruct ion .  

5. T h i s  permit s h a l l  exp i re  on February 8, 1990. 

Mr. Lindsey opened t he  publ ic  hearing. 

Mr. Germer s t a t e d  t h a t  t he  drainage cu lve r t  r e f e r r ed  t o  i n  
t h e  s t a f f ' s  recommendation is  not on h i s  property but  asked t h e  
con t rac to r  t o  provide r i p  r a p  in t h i s  a rea  t o  con t ro l  any wash 
ou t  t h a t  may occur. Mr. Germer fu r the r  s t a t e d  t h a t  he agrees 
with t h e  t i e  i n  of t h e  bulkhead, but  feels t h a t  t h e  placement of 
t h e  bulkhead ( s t r a i g h t  l i n e )  a t  t he  t yp i ca l  water l i n e  would be 
more appropr ia te  than t h e  alignment ( V  l i n e )  given i n  t h e  s t a f f ' s  
recommendation. Mr. Germer presented t h e  Board with p ic tu res  
showing t h e  eros ion of h i s  property.  Mr. Germer a l s o  s t a t e d  he 
spoke with some of h i s  neighbors who agree t h a t  he has l o s t  
approximately four  t o  f i v e  f e e t  of property due t o  t he  eros ion 
s i nce  t h e  canal  was constructed.  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had only l o s t  
s i x  inches s ince  he purchased t h e  property (18 months). Mr. 
Germer advised t h e  Board t h a t  although he h i red  a con t rac to r  t o  
do t h e  const ruct ion  of t h e  bulkhead t he  app l ica t ion  and drawings 
w e r e  done by himself and he was not  su re  where mean high o r  low 
water was when t h e  app l ica t ion  was applied f o r .  

Ms. Lowe asked Mr. Farmer about t he  loca t ion  of t h e  bulkhead 
and mean high water. 

-- ~ ~ 

Mr. Farmer s t a t e d  t h a t  mean high water was c l o s e r  t o  t h e  
pine tree than where Mr. Germer had proposed t h e  bulkhead t o  be 
const ructed  and placement of t h e  proposed bulkhead a s  proposed by 
Mr. Germer would be damaging t o  wetlands. 

Discussion occurred among the  board members concerning t h e  
loca t ion  of t h e  bulkhead, mean high water,  low water,  and t h e  
poss ib le  l o s s  of wetlands. 

Mr. Germer s t a t e d  t h a t  t he  reason f o r  t h e  proposed placement 
of t h e  bulkhead is  due t o  t h e  amount of eros ion t o  h i s  property 
and he does not want t he  f l a t  mud land t o  e x i s t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  
bulkhead. H e  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  he wants t o  r e s t o r e  what land 
has been l o s t  over t he  years  due t o  t he  erosion;  which has been 
caused mostly by t he  number of boats  using t h e  canal .  

M r .  Cobb advised M r .  Germer t h a t  t he  Board cannot approve 
t h e  const ruct ion  of a bulkhead f o r  t he  purpose of r e s to r ing  l o s t  
property; t h e  Board has t o  preserve and p ro t ec t  t he  



marine/wetlands a r ea  a s  s t a t e d  by t he  guidel ines .  

Mr. Tom G r i e r ,  ad jacent  property owner and Chairman of t h e  
Homeowners Association, s t a t e d  he has seen t h e  wash o u t  of t h a t  
a r ea  over t h e  years .  H e  f e l t  it was c rea ted  by t h e  boat t r a f f i c .  
Mr. G r i e r  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Homeowners Association m e t  Sunday, 
February 5 th  t o  d iscuss  t h i s  i s s u e  and w e r e  d is turbed t o  hear 
t h a t  t h e  Board had decided t o  disapprove a bulkhead that had been 
requested. The Association f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  only recourse t h a t  t h e  
homeowners have aga ins t  t he  eros ion of t h e i r  property is  t h e  
placement of bulkheads. Mr. G r i e r  presented t h e  Board with 
p i c tu r e s  showing t h e  eros ion along t h i s  area .  

M r .  Lindsey asked i f  anyone else wished t o  speak on t h i s  
matter. 

No one wished t o  speak. 

Mr. Lindsey c losed t h e  publ ic  hearing. 

M r .  Hughes s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  is  d e f i n i t e l y  a problem i n  t h i s  
a r ea  with t h e  number of boats  and t h e  e f f e c t  they  are having on 
t h e  p rope r t i e s  but  a t  t h e  same time cannot see allowing t h e  
const ruct ion  of bulkheads with t h e  des t ruc t ion  of wetlands. 

Mr. Cobb motioned t o  g ran t  t h e  permit with t h e  added 
condi t ion  t o  t h e  s t a f f  recommendation t h a t  t h e  alignment should 
t ie  i n t o  t h e  bulkhead a t  122 Discovery Lane and come i n t o  a 
s t r a i g h t  l i n e  t o  a po in t  two f e e t  channelward of t h e  pine tree, 
then proceed t o  mean high water a t  t h e  northern property l i n e .  

The motion was c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

E. HA!lTERS OF SPECIAL PRIVILEGE 

None 

G. ADJOURNLIENT 

The meeting was adjourned a t  8:00 P.M. 

Secre tary  


