
RESOLUTION 

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS POLICY 

WHEREAS, the task of revising the business and industrial zoning districts was undertaken by one of 
the four citizen committees charged with updating the Zoning Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the Committee used the 1997 Comprehensive Plan for guidance; and 

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan recommends standards for development in areas designated 
Neighborhood Commercial on the Comprehensive Plan; and 

WHEREAS, after meeting for several months to discuss the topic of Neighborhood Commercial, the 
Zoning Ordinance Update Committee responsible for reviewing this item recommends the 
following policy; and 

WHEREAS, on February 1, 1999, the Planning Commission endorsed the policy by a vote of 6-1. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of James City County, Virginia, 
does hereby endqrse the following: 

For any property zoned LB, Limited Business District, and designated Neighborhood 
Commercial or Low-Density Residential on the Comprehensive Plan, any use requiring a 
special use permit shall demonstrate to the Director of Planning substantial conformance 
to the following provisions: 

1. Long, monotonous facade designs shall be avoided, including, but not limited to, those 
characterized by unrelieved repetition of shape, form, architectural details, or by 
unbroken extension of line. 

2. Brick, natural wood siding, or other materials with similar texture and appearance are 
considered most appropriate. Reflective surfaces are generally not considered 
acceptable exterior material. 

3. Generally no more than three colors shall be used per building. Generally, bright hues 
shall not be used. 

4. No portion of a building constructed of barren and unfinished concrete masonry unit 
(cinder block) or corrugated material or sheet metal shall be visible from any adjoining 
property or public right-of-way. This shall not be interpreted to preclude the use of 
architectural block as a building material. 

5. Building design that reflects local, historical or architectural themes and styles is 
encouraged. Replication of standard building design is discouraged. 

6. The use of articulation shall be employed to reduce the overall size oflarge buildings. 
Articulation may be expressed through building massing and architectural elements, 
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such as rooflliles, windows, doors, etc. Buildings with large profiles shall be designed 
to appear smaller by articulating the overall massing as a collection of component 
masses. Architectural elements shall be incorporated to the extent practical, including, 
but not limited to, bays, balconies, porches, loggias, and/or arcades. Rooftop 
architectural elements shall be incorporated to the extent practical, including, but not 
limited to, features such as dormers, widow watches, and/or other rooftop elements. 

7. Convenience stores shall have limited hours of operation. Twenty-four hour 
_convenience stores shall not be permitted. 
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Adopted by the Board of Supervisors of James City County, Virginia, this 23rd day of 
March, 1999. 
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