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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REORDAIN CHAPTER 13, MOTOR VEHICLES AND 

TRAFFIC, BY ADDING ARTICLE IV, DESIGNATION OF PUBLIC HIGHWAYS FOR GOLF CART 

OR UTILITY VEHICLE USE; SECTION 13-60, USE OF GOLF CARTS OR UTILITY VEHICLES ON 

PUBLIC HIGHWAYS; SECTION 13-61, DEFINITIONS; SECTION 13-62, DESIGNATION OF 

PUBLIC HIGHWAYS FOR GOLF CART AND UTILITY VEHICLE OPERATIONS; SECTION 13-63. 

LIMITATIONS ON GOLF CART AND UTILITY VEHICLE OPERATIONS ON DESIGNATED 

PUBLIC HIGHWAYS; SECTION 13-64, APPLICATION PROCEDURE; SECTION 13-65, PENALTV; 

AND SECTION 13-66, REVOCATION OF DESIGNATION. 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of James City, Virginia, that Chapter 13, 

Motor Vehicles and Traffic, is hereby amended by adding Article IV, Designation of Public Highways for 

Golf Cart or Utility Vehicle Use; Section 13-60, Use of golf carts or utility vehicles on public highways; 

Section 13-61, Definitions; Section 13-62, Designation of public highways for golf cart and utility vehicle 

operations; Section 13-63, Limitations on golf cart and utility vehicle operations on designated public 

highways; Section 13-64, Application procedure; Section 13-65, Penalty; and Section 13-66, Revocation 

of designation. 

ARTICLE IV, 

DESIGNATION OFPUBLICHIGHWAYS FOR GOLFCARTOR UTILITY VEHICLE USE. 

Section 13-60. Use ofgolfearts or utUity vehIcles on publk highways. 

No person shall operate a golfcart or utility vehicle on or over any public highway in the county 

except as provided in this article. 

State law reference - Code ofVa. § 46.2-916.1. 
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Section 13-61. Definitions. 

For tlie purposes ofthis article, the following words shall have the meaning given herein: 

Chiefofpolice: The chiefofthe James City County Police Department or his designee. 

Golf cart: a self-propelled vehicle that is designed to transport persons playing golf and their 

equipment on a golfcourse. 

Highway: The entire width between the boundary. lines. ()f ~ery way or place open to the use of 

the public for purposes of vehicular travel in the county, includingthe streets.and alleys. and, for laW; 

enforcement purposes. (i) the entire width between the boundary lilies of all private roads or private 

streets that have been specifically designated "hig/lways' bY' an ordinance adopted by theboard of 

supervisors and (II) the entire width between the boundary lines offftlery way or place used for purposes 

of vehicular travel on any property owned. leased, QrciJtitrQlled.by)he United StateS iUVl!l7Iment and 

located in the Commonwealth. 

Utility vehicle: A motor vehicle that is (i) designedfor off-road use. (ii) powered by an engine of 

no more than 25 horsepower. and (iii) used for general maintenance. security, agricultural. or 

horticultural purposes. "Utility vehicle" does not include all-terrain vehicles as defined in section 46.2­

100 of the Code of Virginia. riding lawn mowers. or any other vehicle whose definition is included in 

section 46.2·100 ofthe Code ofVirginia. 

State law reference - Code ofVa. § 46.2-100. 

Section 13-61. Designation ofpublic highways for golfcart and. utility vehicle operations. 

(a) No portion of the public highways may be designated for use by golf carts and utility 

vehicles unless the board ofsupervisors has reviewed and approved such highway usage. 
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(b) The board of supervisors may by ordinance' all/hori;e the opera/jon of golf carts and 

utility vehicles on designated public highways within the county after (i) considering the speed, volume, 

and character ofmotor vehicle traffic using such highways. and (Ii) determining tha: golf cart and utility 

vehicle operation on particular highways is compatible with stale and local transportation plans and 

consistent with the Commonwealth's Statewide Pedestrian Policy providedfor in Section 33.1-23.03.'001 

of the Code ofVirginia. 

(c)' No public highway shall be designated far use bY golf carts andwtiJity vehicles if such 

golfcart and ll/ility vehicle operations will impede the safe and efficientflow ofmotor vehicle traffl4 

(d) Signs alerting motorists that golf cartsmay be 'in operation' shall be erected along ,aU 

roads designatedfor golfcart and Utility vehicle operatior: ortn su~hlocationsas determined bythe. chief 

ofpolice. The county shall beresponsible for lite i1l3taJiatiQiI aridco"tinuiTig'rri'ainteni:mce'olany signs 

pertaining to the operation of golf carts or utility iiehk;(es; Thi'co#'o/'t1!'e InStaliatianand):rJntinued 

maintenance ofthe signs on streets and highways designated for golfcart use shall be the responsibility 

of the organizations, individuals. homeowners ossociauons or Other entities requesting the desigTllllJo/ts;; 

AJI costs incurred by the county for the installation and maintenance Of the signs shall be assessed to and 

recoveredfrom the organization, individual, or entity that requested the designation. 

State law reference. Code of Va. § 46.2-916.2. 

Section 13·63. Limitations on golfcart and utility vehicle operal/ons on designated public highways. 

(a) Golf cart and utility vehicle operations on designated public highways shall be in 

accordance with the following' limitations: 
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(I)	 A golf cart or utility vehicle may beoperatedonly ondesignated public highways where 

the posted speed limitis 25 miles perhour or less. No golf'can or utility vehicle shall 

cross any highway at an intersection where the highway being crossed has a posted 

speed limit ofmore than 25 milesper hour; 

(2)	 No person shall operate any golf cart or utility wihicle on any public highway unless lui 

ha$' in his possession a valid driVer's license; 

(3)	 Every golfcart or utility vehicle, wheneveroperatedon a public Jiighway, shall display'll 

slow-moving vehicle emblem In coriformit)/ with section 46.2-1O~1 of the Code df 

Virginia; 

(4)	 Golfcarts and utility vehicles sMillie 6pefrite;J'ulio;,'i/le public highwaj/3 o"ly betwelill 

sunrise and SU1I8et, unlessequippedwi/II such ligllts as'Q're requiredin Article 3 (§ 46.'2" 

1010 et seq.) ofChapter 10 ofTitle 46.2. oftkc&Jeoj;Vlrgil1(afordtff~t classes-of 

vehicles; and 

(5) Golf carts and utility Vehlc/es oPerating o/i;;deslgirlited streetsa/id Jifg!l'wayi 

pursuant to this articleshall be Imlired by arecreaiiond vehiclepolicy ofinsurance with 

coverage ofnot less thanfifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) per accident. Proof ofsuch 

Insurance shall be maintained in such golf cart or utility vehicle at all times such golf 

can or utility vehicle is In operation on a designated street or highway. 

(b) The limitations ofsubsection (a)(1) aboveshall not apply to golfcarts and utilityvehicles 

being operatedasfollows: 
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(1)	 To cross a highway from one portion ofagolf course to another portion thereofor to 

another adjacent golfcourse; or to travel between a person's home and golfcourse if (t) 

the trip would not be longer than one-halfmile in either direction. and (ii)the speed limit 

on the road is no more than 35 miles per hour; 

(2).	 To the extent necessary for local governmentemployeq,operating only upon highways 

located within the locality. to juljUl'a govemmental purpO$e,'prov{(kiJ'the golf carl or 

utility vehicle Is beingoperated on highways with speed llmitsof 35 miles per hour or 

less; and 

(3)	 As necessary by employees of public or private two-year or Jour-year institutions of 

higher education if operating on highways within the property limits ofsuch institutions. 

provided the golfcart or utility vehicle is being operated on highways with speed limits of 

35 miles per hour or less. 

Stllte hJw reference - Code ofVa. § 46.2~916,3. 

Section 13.64. Application procedure. 

(a) Any individual. organization, or entity may apply to the clerk ofthe board ofsupervisors 

to have a qualifying public highway In the county designatedfor golfcarl or utility vehicle use, provided; 

however. that: 

(1)	 If the public highway is located within a neighborhood with a homeowners associauon, 

whether mandatory or not, such application shall be in the name of the homeowners 

association and shall be signed by a duly-authorized representative of the homeowners 

association. 
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(2)	 If the public highway is not located within a neighborhood with a homeowners 

association, or is otherwise located outside ofa neighborhood, such application shall be 

accompanied by a petition affirmatively seeking such designation. Such petition shall 

include signatures representing at least 51%ofthe parcels adjacent to each ofthe public 

highways proposedfor designation. 

(b)	 At a minimum, each application shall include the folloWing: 

(l)	 The full legal name ofthe individual, organiiatioi.;Or entity making the application; 

(2)	 The name and route number ofeach public highway to lJedeslg'lOteq: 

(3) .	 A petition:i/one is required by secti{),; 13,6,1(a)(2); arili 

(4)	 An applJcationfeepf$250.00. 

(c) Upon receipt and acceptance ofthe application by. the.clerk ofllie board ofsupervisors, 

it shall be considered by the chief of police, who sholl make a· recommendation to the board of 

supervisors. 

(d) Following a public hearing, the board ofsupervisors shallconsider the recommendations 

of the affected property owners and the chiefofpolice,' the factors set fonh in section 13-62(b), and the 

general merits ofthe application before making a determinatid". 

State IIZW reference» Code ofVa. §46.2-916:3. 

Section 13-65. Penalty. 

A civil penalty in the amount of$100.00 shall be assessedfor any violation ofthis article. A civil 

penalty in the amount of$250.00 shall be assessed for a repeated violation ofthis article. The imposition 

ofcivil penalties shall not preclude the use ofinjunctive relief. 

State law reference - Code ofVa. § 46.2-916.3. 
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Section 13-66. Revocation ofdesignation. 

The board of supervisors may, at its sole discretion and upOn recommendation of the.chief of 

police. suspendthe designation ofany public highway for golfcart or utilityvehicleuseat any time. 

State law reference- CodeofVa. § 46.2-916.1. 

ATTEST: 

~m~~. 
Deputy Clerk to the Board 

Adopted by the Board of Supervisors of James City County, Virginia, this 23rd day of October, 
2007. 


