ADOPTED
MAR 12 2019

Board of Supervisors
James City County, VA

ORDINANCE NO. 31A-344

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REORDAIN CHAPTER 24, ZONING OF THE CODE OF
JAMES CITY COUNTY BY AMENDING ARTICLE VIII, APPEALS, DIVISION 2, BOARD OF
ZONING APPEALS, SECTION 24-650, POWERS AND DUTIES; GRANTING OF VARIANCES, BY
AMENDING SUBSECTIONS 24-650(2)(a.) AND 24-650(2)(b.) TO ESTABLISH THAT VARIANCES
WILL ONLY BE GRANTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF VIRGINIA
CODE § 15.2-2309.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of James City Virginia, that Chapter 24,
Zoning, is hereby amended and reordained by amending Article VIII, Appeals, Division 2, Board of
Zoning Appeals, Section 24-650, Powers and duties; granting of variances.

Chapter 24. Zoning
Article VIII. Appeals
Section 24-650. Powers and duties; granting of variances.
The board of zoning appeals shall have the following powers and duties:

(1) To hear and decide appeals from any order, requirement, decision or determination made by an
administrative officer in the administration or enforcement of this chapter or of any ordinance
adopted pursuant thereto.

(2) To grant upon appeal or original application in specific cases a variance as defined in Va. Code §
15.2-2201 and section 24-2 of the County Code; provided that the burden of proof shall be on the
applicant for a variance to prove by a preponderance of the evidence that his application meets the
defined standard for a variance and the following criteria:

a. A variance shall be granted H#the-evidenceshowsthat-thestrict-applieation-of-theterms—of-the
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b. No such variance shall be considered except after notice and hearing as required by seetien+5-2-
2204-of the-Code-of Virginia-Va. Code § 15.2-2204.

c. In granting a variance the board may impose such conditions regarding the location, character and
other features of the proposed structure for use as it may deem necessary in the public interest and
may require a guarantee or bond to ensure that the conditions imposed are being and will continue
to be complied with.

(3) To hear and decide appeals from the decision of the zoning administrator.

(4) To hear and decide applications for interpretation of the district map where there is any uncertainty
as to the location of a district boundary. After notice to the owners of the property affected by any
such question, and after a public hearing with notice as required by Va. Code § 15.2-2204 , the board
may interpret the map in such way as to carry out the intent and purpose of this chapter for the
particular section or district in question. The board shall not have the power, however, to rezone
property or substantially to change the locations of district boundaries as established by ordinance.
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Adopted by the Board of Supervisors of James City County, Virginia, this 12th day of
March, 2019.
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